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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

Greta Pearl for prayer requests: 732-350-7584 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Dottie Kaster, Rector’s Warden at 732-647-5065 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



The Third Sunday of Advent                         December 16, 2018 

Holy Eucharist Rite I                                    8:00 & 10:00  AM 

 
Hymnal   THE WORD OF GOD    BCP  

56  Processional: “O come, O come, Emmanuel”(vrs.1-4) 

  Opening Acclamation      319 

  Confession and Absolution     320 

S-91  Kyrie        324 

  The Collect of the Day                 Insert                                     

  First Lesson:  Book of Zephaniah 3:14-20   Insert 

  Canticle 9                             Insert 

  Second Lesson: Letter to the Philippians 4:4-7  Insert 

  Gradual – “Behold your God”                      Insert 

  The Holy Gospel:  Luke 3:7-18               Insert 

  Sermon:  Mr. Heilburn 

  The Nicene Creed      326 

  Prayers of the People      328 

  The Peace       332 

  Announcements 

  Offertory Anthem:  

  Doxology: “All things come of thee O Lord” 

      HOLY COMMUNION 

  Eucharist Prayer I      333 

S112  Sursum Corda 

S113  Sanctus 

  The Lord’s Prayer       336 

S152  Breaking of the Bread      337 

S157  Agnus Dei 

  Communion  Hymns: 

58                       “Lo! He comes with clouds descending” 

67      “Comfort, comfort, ye my people” 

76  Post Communion Hymn “On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry” 

  Blessing        339 

444  Recessional: “Blessed be the God of Israel” 

Third Sunday of Advent                                                   December 16, 2018                                   
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 

Lector           8:00 AM          Sandy Gaskill 

LEM             8:00 AM     Richard Woods 

Altar Guild   8:00 AM        Mary Storey, Betty Carino 

Ushers         8:00 AM            Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine, Peter Quigley 

Lector         10:00 AM  Valerie Thompson 

LEMs          10:00 AM  Susan Clarke, Bill Bodine 

Altar Guild  10:00 AM       Valerie Thompson, June Coles 

Ushers          10:00 AM  Joe Orsita, Laura Gural 

 

CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:      December 16, 2018-December 22, 2018 

Today   Holy Eucharist                                                               8 am & 10 am 

   AA Meeting                                                                                    8:00 pm                                                     
Monday  Office Open               9 am-2 pm    
   Vestry Meeting                10:00 am
    Thyroid Support Group                                             10:00 am 

Tuesday            Closed AA Meeting                                                               2:00 pm 

Wednesday   Closed AA Meeting                   3:00 pm 

                          Chime Practice                                                                                   7:00 pm 
Thursday           Healing Service       10:00 am            

               Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  

Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band Practice                                                   9:30 am 

Saturday      AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm    
     AA Meeting         8:00 pm                      
  

            Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table; re-

gardless of your church affiliation. We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Philadelphia Flower Show 

March 4, 2019 

A beautiful reminder that Spring is not far away! 

This year’s theme is “Flower Power” 

At the Pennsylvania Convention Center, this years’ show will pay tribute to the 

enormous impact flowers have on our lives. 

The cost is $67.00 (non-refundable) This includes: bus transportation, driver’s tip, 

and admission.. The deadline to sign up is February 1, 2019 

          The Legend of the Poinsettia 

                             

               Outside the lowly manger where slept the new-born king 

                 Stood a sad and lonely child who had no gift to bring. 

         An angel hovered o’re her and in that star-bright night 

Made a lovely pathway of flowers-green, red, and white 

With joyous heart she gathered them and brought them to the child 

And lo! A radiance touched her when the holy Baby smiled. 

 

 

 

J. Callaway’s Legend of Christmas 

  

Third Sunday of Advent                                                   December 16, 2018 
                                                                                                  8 AM & 10 AM                  
Collect of the Day 
 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, be-

cause we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy 

speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading                                   Book of Zephaniah 3:14-20 

 

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all 

your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the judg-

ments against you, he has cast out your enemies. The King of Israel, the 

LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear evil no more. On that day it shall be 

said to Jerusalem: "Do not fear, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. The 

LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will re-

joice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over 

you with loud singing as on a day of festival. "I will remove disaster from 

you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. Behold, at that time I will deal 

with all your oppressors. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I 

will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I 

will bring you home, at the time when I gather you together; yea, I will make 

you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore 

your fortunes before your eyes," says the LORD. 

 

 

 

 

 



Canticle 9 

1 Surely, it is God who saves me; *  

 I will trust in him and not be afraid.  

 

2 For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *  

 and he will be my Savior.  

 

3 Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *  

 from the springs of salvation.  

 

4 And on that day you shall say, *  

 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;  

 

5 Make his deeds known among the peoples; *  

 see that they remember that his Name is exalted.  

 

6 Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *  

 and this is known in all the world.  

 

7 Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *  

 for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.  

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, * 

 and to the Holy Spirit:   

 As it was in the beginning, is now, * 

 and will be for ever. Amen.  

 
ORDER OF SAINT LUKE: 2nd Thurs. after healing service. 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND Practice Fridays @ 9:30 am 

Vestry Meeting-Monday December 17 @ 10:00 a.m. 
Thyroid Support Group-Monday December 17 @ 10:00 a.m. 

OSL Meeting-January 10th after the healing service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another year has rolled around and it is time to think about ordering Christmas Poinsettias. Enve-

lopes are in the Narthex for your convenience. Please complete the information on the front por-

tion of the envelope to indicate whether the flowers are “In Memory of” or “In Thanksgiving for” 

someone. Enclose cash or your check payable to “St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church”.  Please write 

“Altar Guild” in the memo line of your check. Once this is complete, place the envelope in the 

offertory plate as soon as possible.     

TODAY,  December 16, 2018 is the last day to submit envelopes. 

This will give us enough time to prepare the list of names to be in-

cluded in the Christmas Service Leaflet. Any questions or com-

ments, you may contact me @ 732-657-4510 

 

Valerie Thompson,  

Altar Guild Treasurer 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use  

 

  

 

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church welcomes 

guest preacher, Mr. Heilburn from Beth Zion 

Messianic Synagogue.  We will learn more 

about Messianic Judaism and the Big Broth-

ers and Big Sisters of  Ocean County 

      

 

                           

 

STEWARDSHIP 

 

“ Of this church I was made a minister accord-

ing to the stewardship from God bestowed on 

me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry 

out the preaching of the word of God” 

 

Colossians 1:25 

Way of Saint Paul 

 

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock; 

if anyone hears My voice and opens the 

door, I will com in to him, and will dine 

with him and he with Me.” 

 

                  Revelation 3:20 

Second Reading                           Letter to the Philippians 4:4-7 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men know your 

forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, 

will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Holy Gospel                                                          Luke 3:7-18 

He said therefore to the multitudes that came out to be baptized by him, "You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits 

that befit repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abra-

ham as our father'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 

children to Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees; every 

tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 

fire." And the multitudes asked him, "What then shall we do?" And he an-

swered them, "He who has two coats, let him share with him who has none; 

and he who has food, let him do likewise." Tax collectors also came to be 

baptized, and said to him, "Teacher, what shall we do?" And he said to them, 

"Collect no more than is appointed you." Soldiers also asked him, "And we, 

what shall we do?" And he said to them, "Rob no one by violence or by false 

accusation, and be content with your wages." As the people were in expecta-

tion, and all men questioned in their hearts concerning John, whether perhaps 

he were the Christ, John answered them all, "I baptize you with water; but he 

who is mightier than I is coming, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy 

to untie; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnow-

ing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor, and to gather the wheat 

into his granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." So, with 

many other exhortations, he preached good news to the people. 

 



 
 

 

 

 In our readings and in the Collect for today, the major themes of biblical, 

prophetic religion come together, deepening the preparation of God’s faithful 

people for the approaching Christmas festival. We pray that God will “stir up his 

power and come among us” and we are given the paradoxical message of fearful 

judgment and joyful anticipation. 

 This message is given first in Zephaniah’s announcement of “the Day of the 

Lord” when God will come to draw all people into a saving and life-giving 

community. “The Lord, your God, is in your midst.” “Sing aloud... Rejoice... 

Exult.” 

 For Paul and the church in Philippi, the Lord has indeed come in Jesus’ 

death and resurrection. “Rejoice,” Paul says, and be partakers in the peace of God, 

which is our true guardian and protector. 

 But first, we hear the harsh words from John the Baptist, warning that we 

must be prepared for that coming if it is indeed to be a time of rejoicing. 

Repentance is the key to that preparation. However, repentance must be more than 

a feeling, and it must be deeper than outward rituals such as water baptism, or 

tracing one’s descent from Abraham. That repentance must bear fruit in social 

righteousness—in self-giving and concrete actions of love and mercy toward 

others. 

 The Lord is in the midst of us, and so we sing out joyful Alleluias as he 

comes to us in his Word, and again as he comes to us in the breaking of the bread. 

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Announcements                         December 16, 2018 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 
 

 
 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month            at   9:30 am 
Arista-Care   1st Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God  

And in honor of my sister Claire Wolpert by Stefanie Rotsaert 

And in memory of my husband Robert by Greta Pearl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God in memory of 
Tom and Mary O’Brien by the O’Brien family 

And  
In Memory of Tom Cavanaugh by his wife Carol 


