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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the 

podium in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have 

you at St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the 

Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

Greta Pearl for prayer requests: 732-350-7584 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Dottie Kaster, Rector’s Warden at 732-647-5065 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



THE EPIPHANY                    JANUARY 6, 2019 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II                              8 am and 10 am                                                                                               
Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 
 
117 Processional Hymn:  “Brightest and best of the stars of the morning”                                                
 Opening Acclamation        355 

S102 Trisagion 

 Collect of the Day               Insert  

            First Lesson: Book of Isaiah 60:1-6                              Insert                               

 Psalm 72                                                                                             Insert                              

 Second Lesson: Ephesians 3:1-12                              Insert        

 Gradual:  “Word of God, Speak”                                                                    

 Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12              Insert                                                                            

 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

 The Nicene Creed        358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI      392 

 Confession and Absolution       393 

 The Peace 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

HOLY COMMUNION  

 The Great Thanksgiving 

 Eucharistic Prayer B         361 

S120 Sursum Corda 

S125 Sanctus 

 Memorial Acclamation        368 

 The Lord’s Prayer         364 

 Breaking of the Bread                                                                                      337 

S152 Fraction Anthem 

 Communion Hymns 

112         “In the bleak midwinter”    

127         “Earth has many a noble city”                                               

497 Post Communion Hymn “How bright appears the Morning Star” 

 Post Communion Prayer       365 

 Blessing                          
135 Recessional: “Songs of thankfulness and praise”              

 Dismissal 

The Epiphany                                          JANUARY 6, 2019 
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 

 

Lector  8:00 AM                  Edna Blische 

LEM 8:00 AM         Richard Smithson 

Altar Guild 8:00 AM       Mary Storey, Betty Corino 

Ushers 8:00 AM             Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 

Lector 10:00 AM             Sandy Gakill 

LEMs  10:00 AM             Richard Woods, Susan Clarke 

Altar Guild 10:00 AM            Carol Cavanaugh, Valerie Thompson 

Ushers 10:00 AM             Bob Axon, Jim Mason 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF                                         January 6, 2019- January 12, 2019 

Today     Holy Eucharist                                                                               8 &10 am                        

                           AA Meeting                                                                                     8:00 pm  

Monday             Office Open                                                             

 

Tuesday            

                                                                        

Wednesday   Closed AA Meeting                                                    3:00 pm 

                          Chime Practice                                                                                  7:00 pm
    

Thursday           Healing Service       10:00 am 

                          Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  

 

Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                   9:30 am 

 

Saturday            AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 

    AA Meeting                                                                8:00 pm                                                          

Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship.   
     All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table, re-
gardless of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 
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Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church  

Bowling Ministry 

Upcoming Events 

Saturday, January 26, 2019 

Parish Open Bowling 5:30 PM-7:30 PM 

& 

Sunday, January 27, 2019 

King of the Hill @ 6:30PM 

STEWARDSHIP 

 

“ For if I do this of my own will, I 

have a reward, but if not of my own 

will, I am still entrusted with a 

stewardship” 

 

1 Corinthians 9:17 

 

 

 

Way of Saint Paul 

 

“So I say to you: Ask, and it 

shall be given to you; seek 

and you will find; knock and 

the door will be opened to 

you” 

 

             Luke 11:9 

The Epiphany                              January 6, 2019 
Collect of the Day 
 

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: 

Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory 

face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading                                Isaiah 60:1-6 

 

 

 

 

 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 
and his glory will appear over you. 

Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 
they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMheDcodLMAhVBHT4KHX1sDicQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.danasokd.top%2Fmusical-stage-clip-art%2F&bvm=bv.121658157,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEn0_sG-dyyn6v1Hp28Q1e9tYKrUw&ust=1


Psalm 72 

1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 
and your righteousness to the King's Son; 

2 That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice; 

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness. 

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another. 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
like showers that water the earth. 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * 
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 

11 All kings shall bow down before him, * 
and all the nations do him service. 

12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * 
and the oppressed who has no helper. 

13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * 
he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 

14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * 

and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 

 

 

Second Reading                  Ephesians 3:1-12 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God; all things were made through him, and without him was 

not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent 

from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to the light, 

that all might believe through him.  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
CHIME CHOIR:  Wednesdays 7:00 - 8:30 pm 
HEALING SERVICE Thursday 10:00 am 
CHOIR PRACTICE:  Thursdays 2:00 pm 
ORDER OF ST. LUKE:  2nd Thursday of each month after 
Healing Service 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND:  Fridays 9:30 am 
 
 
 

CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups and 
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES WINTER clothes 
ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing  
buttons, tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our 
parking lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other 
items. We are very appreciative of your kind donations to, and pur-
chases from, this fundraising project. 
 
 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEED-
ED  There is an  

URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00 a.m. ser-
vice.  Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need 
of additional members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  
group of parishioners who will pray for any who are in 
need.  If you are interested or would like further information, please 
contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for details.  Greta is the contact 
when placing, on the Prayer Chain, your name or the names of family, 
neighbors, or  friends who would like prayers for healing, comfort, or 
any other purpose. 
 
 

 
CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  JoAnn Smithson is the Congregational  
Coordinator for Care Givers Volunteers here at St. Stephen’s.  Please continue to use the 
mailbox in the Office to put in your hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-0821. 
 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use the basket on the back table.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 13, 2019  

@ 1:30 PM 

See you there! 

 

Fellowship Movie Afternoon 

Featuring: 

 

 

 

 

Popcorn provided along with water, tea and coffee 

Or bring your own snacks  

 

“The Shack” 

Based on the world-wide best seller  

Starring  

Sam Worthington, Octavia Spencer & Tim McGraw 

He was not the light, but came to bear witness to the light. The true light that enlightens eve-

ry man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through 

him, yet the world knew him not. He came to his own home, and his own people received 

him not. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 

children of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 

man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; 

we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. (John bore witness to 

him, and cried, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, for 

he was before me.'") And from his fulness have we all received, grace upon grace. For the 

law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever 

seen God; the only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made him known. 

Holy Gospel       Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; 
for so it has been written by the prophet: 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search dili-
gently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may al-
so go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were over-
whelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 



  
 
 

 

 The title “Epiphany” is from the Greek word for “showing forth” or 

“manifestation.” This day, and the season which follows, celebrates the events 

by which Jesus was shown forth as the Son of God. The coming of the wise men 

at his birth reflects the recognition of him by the Gentiles. Thus, he is the savior 

of all people, not only his own people, the Jews.  

  

In the first reading, Isaiah rejoices in the return of Israel to Jerusalem and 

foresees the time when all races and nations will stream to the Holy City and to 

the God of Israel, bringing gifts to God. This passage has long been read on this 

festival because of its striking resemblance to the coming of the wise men.  

  

The second reading today expresses Paul’s belief that in the unity of Jews and 

Gentiles in the Church, the fulfillment of God’s plan of redemption is revealed.  

  

We celebrate not only an event in Jesus’ life today, but also (and more 

importantly) the manifestation of Christ in our lives. He is shown forth in Word 

and Sacrament in our liturgical celebrations, and through our lives, he is shown 

forth to the world as the savior of all people.  

  

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. 

Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York.  

 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Announcements                              January 6, 2019 
 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament: 

Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with those who have 
been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer . 
 

 
 
                  ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each month at     9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month at  2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month at   2:00 pm 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God  

In memory of Charles Rotsaert by  
 

Daughter Stefanie        
 

             

 

 
  

   

       The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God 

In Celebration of the birthdays of our son Eric and twin grandchildren, 

Caroline and Mathew Rutigliano 

By Fred and Janet Spieth 


