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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

Greta Pearl for prayer requests: 732-350-7584 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Dottie Kaster, Rector’s Warden at 732-647-5065 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 



 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                       NOVEMBER 18, 2018                                 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II  Proper 23                                       8 am & 10 am  

Hymnal   The Word of God              
596 Processional Hymn: ”Judge eternal, throned in splendor”  

 Patriotic Hymn: 717v4       

 Opening Acclamation           355 

S102 Trisagion 

 Collect of the Day          Insert  

 First Lesson: First Book of Samuel 1:4-20        Insert         

 First Book of Samuel  2                 Insert 

 Second Lesson:   Letter to the Hebrews 10:11-25                              Insert           

 Gradual:  “Word of God, speak” 

 Gospel:    Mark 13:1-8                Insert  

 Sermon — The Rev Paul Van Sant 

 The Nicene Creed          358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI         392 

 Confession and Absolution         393 

 The Peace 

 Announcements 

408 Offertory Anthem: 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

    HOLY COMMUNION  

 Eucharistic Prayer A           361 

S120 Sursum Corda 

S125 Sanctus              

S136 Memorial Acclamation           363 

 The Lord’s Prayer           364 

 Breaking of the Bread  

S152 Fraction Anthem 

 Communion Hymns:  

 Post Communion Hymns: 

632  “O Christ, the word incarnate” 

628         “Help us, O Lord, to learn” 

307 Post Communion Hymn: “Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendor”  

 Post Communion Prayer           365 

 Blessing                       
615 Recessional: ”’Thy kingdom come!’ on bended knee” 

 Dismissal 

Twenty-sixth Sunday After Pentecost proper 28    November 18, 2018 

Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
 
Lector           8:00 AM          Greta Pearl 

LEM             8:00 AM     Jo Ann Smithson 

Altar Guild   8:00 AM        Mary Storey, Betty Carino 

Ushers         8:00 AM            Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine, Peter Quigley 

Lector         10:00 AM  Peg Smith 

LEMs          10:00 AM  Susan Clarke, Stefanie Rotsaert 

Altar Guild  10:00 AM       Margaret Poper, Carol Cavanaugh 

Ushers          10:00 AM  Joe Orsita, Laura Gural 

 

CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:      November 18, 2018-Noveber 24, 2018 
 
Today   Holy Eucharist                                                               8 am & 10 am 
   AA Meeting                                                                                    8:00 pm                                                     
Monday  Office Open               9 am-2 pm 
                  
Tuesday            Closed AA Meeting                                                                            2:00 pm 
                                                                         
Wednesday   Closed AA Meeting                   3:00 pm 
                          Chime Practice                                                                                   7:00 pm
    
Thursday           Healing Service                 10:00 am 
               Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  
 
Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                    9:30 am 
 
Saturday      AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 
     AA Meeting         8:00 pm                      
  

 Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table; re-
gardless of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this sacra-

ment. 



Pineland Symphonic Band Winter Concert 

 

Join us here at Saint Stephen’s on Sunday, November 18, 20108 @ 3 PM  

For the Annual Holiday concert performed by  

The Pineland Symphonic Band 

Featuring Jack Milkovitz at Principal Conductor 

Tickets are 7.00 and available at the church office. 

Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Boy Scout Troop # 350 will host the Saint Stephen’s  

Annual Thanksgiving Feast 

Every year, Boy Scout troop #350 treats us to a wonderful feast as we give thanks as a 

community and catch up with our neighbors. Dinner is free of charge and  

no reservations are needed.  

The feast will be on Thanksgiving Day serving from 11 am-1 pm 

Twenty-sixth Sunday After Pentecost        November 18, 2018    

Proper 28               8 AM &10 AM  

Collect of the Day  

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to 

hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold 

fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

First Reading                First Book of Samuel 1:4-20 

On the day when Elka'nah sacrificed, he would give portions to Penin'nah his wife and to all 

her sons and daughters; and, although he loved Hannah, he would give Hannah only one 

portion, because the LORD had closed her womb. And her rival used to provoke her sorely, 

to irritate her, because the LORD had closed her womb. So it went on year by year; as often 

as she went up to the house of the LORD, she used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept 

and would not eat. And Elka'nah, her husband, said to her, "Hannah, why do you weep? 

And why do you not eat? And why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?" 

After they had eaten and drunk in Shiloh, Hannah rose. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the 

seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the LORD. She was deeply distressed and prayed 

to the LORD, and wept bitterly. And she vowed a vow and said, "O LORD of hosts, if thou 

wilt indeed look on the affliction of thy maidservant, and remember me, and not forget thy 

maidservant, but wilt give to thy maidservant a son, then I will give him to the LORD all 

the days of his life, and no razor shall touch his head." As she continued praying before the 

LORD, Eli observed her mouth. Hannah was speaking in her heart; only her lips moved, 

and her voice was not heard; therefore Eli took her to be a drunken woman. And Eli said to 

her, "How long will you be drunken? Put away your wine from you." But Hannah answered, 

"No, my lord, I am a woman sorely troubled; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but 

I have been pouring out my soul before the LORD. Do not regard your maidservant as a 

base woman, for all along I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation." Then 

Eli answered, "Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition which you have made 

to him." And she said, "Let your maidservant find favor in your eyes." Then the woman 

went her way and ate, and her countenance was no longer sad. They rose early in the morn-

ing and worshiped before the LORD; then they went back to their house at Ramah. And 

Elka'nah knew Hannah his wife, and the LORD remembered her; and in due time Hannah 

conceived and bore a son, and she called his name Samuel, for she said, "I have asked him 

of the LORD." 



 

8 The LORD kills and brings to life;  

he brings down to Sheol and raises 

up.  

9 The LORD makes poor and makes 

rich; he brings low, he also exalts.  

10 He raises up the poor from the dust;  

he lifts the needy from the ash heap,  

11 to make them sit with princes  

and inherit a seat of honor.  

12 For the pillars of the earth are the 

LORD's, and on them he has set the world.  

13 "He will guard the feet of his faithful 

ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in dark-

ness; for not by might does one prevail.  

14 The adversaries of the Lord shall be 

broken to pieces; against them he will thun-

der in heaven.  

15 The LORD will judge the ends of 

the earth; he will give strength to his king, 

and exalt the power of his anointed."  

  

 

First Book of Samuel 2 

 

1 Hannah also prayed and said,  

 "My heart exults in the LORD; my   

strength is exalted in the  

 LORD.  

 My mouth derides my enemies, be-

cause I rejoice in your   

 salvation. 

2 "There is none Holy like the LORD,  

there is none besides you; there is 

no Rock like our God.  

3 Talk no more so very proudly,  

let not arrogance come from your 

mouth;  

4 for the LORD is a God of  

knowledge, and by him actions are 

weighed.  

5 The bows of the mighty are broken,  

but the feeble gird on strength.  

6 Those who were full have hired 

themselves out for bread, but those who 

were hungry have ceased to hunger.  

7 The barren has borne seven, but she 

who has many children is forlorn.  

 

ORDER OF SAINT LUKE: 2nd Thurs. after healing service. 

PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND Practice Fridays @ 9:30 am 

EWC’s NEXT MEETINGS 2018: Dec 3rd– Please check your 

calendar as this is a change of date for this event. 

Vestry Meeting Monday, November 19th @ 10:00 am 

Thyroid Support Group, November 19th @ 10:00 am 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sport Shot Singles 

Spectacular 

Saturday, November 24 @ 10 AM 

Registration and check-in @ 9 AM 

$45.00 per bowler 

 

 

5 Game Block 

Not sanctioned 

See you at Playdrome in  

Tomes River 

 

 

Another year has rolled around 

and it is time to think about order-

ing Christmas Poinsettias. The 

special Christmas Flower enve-

lope will enclosed in the December Chapel 

Chimes for your convenience. Please complete 

the information on the front portion of the enve-

lope to indicate whether the flowers are “In 

Memory of” or “In Thanksgiving for” someone. 

Enclose cash or your check payable to “St. Ste-

phen’s Episcopal Church”.  Please write “Altar 

Guild” in the memo line of your check. Once 

this is complete, place the envelope in the offer-

tory plate as soon as possible. The deadline to 

submit your offering is: 

December 16, 2018 

This will give us enough time to prepare the list 

of names to be included in the Christmas Service 

Leaflet. Any questions or comments, you may 

contact me @ 732-657-4510 

 

Valerie Thompson,  

Altar Guild Treasurer 

 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 

 
 
 
 

 

Thus says the Lord who made the earth, the Lord who formed it to establish it, 
the Lord is His name. Call to Me, and I will answer you, and I will tell you great 

and mighty things, which you do not know.  
 
 
     Jeremiah 33:2-3 
          
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

Stewardship 

 

Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first 

fruits of all your produce. 

Proverbs 3:9 

Second Reading            Letter to the Hebrews 10:11-25 

And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which 

can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for 

sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, then to wait until his enemies should be made a 

stool for his feet. For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sancti-

fied. And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, "This is the covenant 

that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws on their 

hearts, and write them on their minds," then he adds, "I will remember their sins and their 

misdeeds no more." Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for 

sin. Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 

Jesus, by the new and living way which he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 

through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near 

with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil con-

science and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 

without wavering, for he who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stir up one 

another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 

but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

 

Holy Gospel            Mark 13:1-8 

And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, "Look, Teacher, what 

wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!" And Jesus said to him, "Do you see these 

great buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon another, that will not be thrown 

down." And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and 

John and Andrew asked him privately, "Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the 

sign when these things are all to be accomplished?" And Jesus began to say to them, "Take 

heed that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name, saying, 'I am he!' and they 

will lead many astray. And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; 

this must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places, there will be famines; this is 

but the beginning of the birth-pangs. 

 

 



 
 

 

  

 As we draw to the close of the church year, the liturgy directs us toward the 

close of history. This “eschatological” emphasis (from the Greek eschaton, 

meaning “last things”) is a central—though not always a popular—part of the 

Christian proclamation. Today’s Gospel is a portion of Jesus’ discourse on the final 

consummation in Mark’s Gospel. 

 The reading from the First Book of Samuel brings us back where we began 

in our reading through the David history. Here we have the miraculous birth of 

Samuel who would become the great prophet who anointed David as king. In place 

of a psalm we use the song Samuel’s mother, Hannah, sang in thanksgiving for the 

boy’s birth. It is very similar to the Song of Mary in thanksgiving for the 

conception of Jesus. 

 The reading from Hebrews announces that the death and resurrection of 

Jesus has redeemed all of God’s people. Therefore, as our way of being prepared 

for the End, the author urges us to remain faithful to the work God has done in our 

baptism by continuing to share in the life, worship, and ministry of the people of 

God. 

 The liturgy is not only a remembering, so that the acts of God in the past 

become a present reality; it is also a looking forward to the consummation so that 

we have a foretaste of its grace now. Thus, the Eucharist is always a participation 

in the dying and rising of Jesus, and a participation in the Kingdom that is to come. 

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

  ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 

 

The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month             at   9:30 am 

Arista-Care   1st Monday of each month             at   2:00 pm 

The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00 pm 

The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 

Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 

      The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God 

In memory of my mother 

 Luitgardis Rotsaert by daughter Stefanie Rotsaert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God in memory of 

Robert Pomykala by his wife Marjorie and the family 

And 

In Thanksgiving for our many blessings, especially  

our daughter Holly and our many friends 

From Fred and Janet Spieth 


