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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the 

podium in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have 

you at St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the 

Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

Greta Pearl for prayer requests: 732-350-7584 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Carl Laursen, Rector’s Warden at 732-350-1259 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 

 



 

TWELTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST-PROPER 17        SEPTEMBER 1, 2019 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II               8 am & 10 am     

Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 
 
477 Processional Hymn:  “All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine” 
 Patriotic Hymn:  717 V4  
 Opening Acclamation        355  
 Collect of the Day        Insert  
 First Lesson:  Sirach 10:12-18      Insert 
 Psalm 112         Insert 
 Second Lesson:  Letter to the Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16    Insert 
 Gradual:  “Word of God, Speak”      Insert 

 Gospel:  Luke 14:1, 7-14       Insert 

 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 
 The Nicene Creed        358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI       392 

 Confession and Absolution       393 

 The Peace 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

 

 The Great Thanksgiving 
 Eucharistic Prayer A        361 
S120 Sursum Corda 
S125 Sanctus 
S136 Memorial Acclamation        368 
 The Lord’s Prayer        364 
 Breaking of the Bread  
S152 Fraction Anthem 
 Communion Hymns: 
610  “Lord, whose love through humble service”      
656  “Blest are the pure in heart” 
279 Post Communion Hymn  “For thy dear saints, O Lord” 
 Post Communion Prayer       365 
 Blessing                            
437 Recessional:  “Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord” 
 Dismissal 

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost proper 17          SEPTEMBER 1, 2019 
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 

 

Lector  8:00 AM                  Peter Quigley 

LEM 8:00 AM         Richard Smithson 

Altar Guild 8:00 AM       Mary Storey, Betty Carino, Debbie Fisher 

Ushers 8:00 AM             Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine, Peter Quigley 

Lector 10:00 AM           Amanda Rutkowski 

LEMs  10:00 AM             Lillian Fink, Bill Bodine 

Altar Guild 10:00 AM            Carol Cavanaugh, Margaret Poper 

Ushers 10:00 AM             Joe Orsita, Laura Gural 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF                                  September 1, 2019–September 7, 2019 

 

Today    Holy Eucharist                 8:00 & 10:00am 

               AA Meeting                                                                                       8:00 pm 

Monday            Office Open                         9:00 am—2:00 pm
    

Tuesday   AA Meeting                               2:00 pm
    ECW Meeting        1:00 pm
                   

Wednesday     Closed AA Meeting                                                    3:00 pm 

                          Whiting Garden Club      10:00 am
    

Thursday           Healing Service       10:00 am 

    Choir Practice (resumes in the Fall)                                                  2:00 pm 

     

 Friday               Pineland Symphonic Band                                                    9:30 am 

 

Saturday           AA Meeting          8:00 pm                                                          

       Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship.   

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at 
our Lord’s Table, regardless of your church affiliation.  
 We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 
 



. 
 
 
 

 

                                                                    
 
 
 
                             

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOMECOMING BARBEQUE 

Sunday, September 8, 201 

    Following the 10 AM service. 

There will be TWO sign-up sheets in the narthex: 

First will have your name, phone number, and how many plan to attend; 

The second sheet lets us know what you will bring to share. If you’re a non-baker or don’t 

like to shop, a  monetary donation will help with the supplies we will need. 

Additionally, we need helpers to set up and clean up afterward, so please let Stefanie know 

if you would like to help.  

We hope to have a grand feast to celebrate the presence of God in our daily lives and those 

with whom we share our joy! Bring yourself, your family and friends along with your sig-

nature dish and enjoy the feast! We look forward to seeing everyone there! 

 

For questions or to volunteer  

Please contact Stefanie Rotsaert 

732-3502904 

 

ECW Meeting 

September 5, 2019 

At 1:00 PM 

At Saint Stephens Episcopal 

Church 

TODAY IS 

THE LAST 

DAY TO SIGN 

UP! 

WHITING GARDEN CLUB 

The Whiting Garden Club returns for its third 

year. Join us on Wednesday, September 4th @ 

10 a.m. 

Our speaker will be Ben Ackerman from 

Jake’s Branch County Park on the topic of  

Unique plants and wildflowers of the Pine 

Barrens.  

No Dues: Bring yourself and a friend and 

make new friends! 

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost                     September 1, 2019 
Proper 17 

 
Collect of the Day  
 
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in 
our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with 
all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 First Reading                     Sirach 10:12-18 

 

The beginning of man's pride is to depart from the Lord; his heart has forsak-

en his Maker. For the beginning of pride is sin, and the man who clings to it 

pours out abominations. Therefore the Lord brought upon them extraordinary 

afflictions, and destroyed them utterly. The Lord has cast down the thrones of 

rulers, and has seated the lowly in their place. The Lord has plucked up the 

roots of the nations, and has planted the humble in their place. The Lord has 

overthrown the lands of the nations, and has destroyed them to the founda-

tions of the earth. He has removed some of them and destroyed them, and has 

extinguished the memory of them from the earth. Pride was not created for 

men, nor fierce anger for those born of women. What race is worthy of honor? 

The human race. What race is worthy of honor? Those who fear the Lord. 

What race is unworthy of honor? The human race. What race is unworthy of 

honor? Those who transgress the commandments. 



Psalm 112 

 

1  Hallelujah! 

Happy are they who fear the Lord * 

and have great delight in his commandments!  

2  Their descendants will be mighty in the land; * 

the generation of the upright will be blessed.  

3  Wealth and riches will be in their house, * 

and their righteousness will last for ever.  

4  Light shines in the darkness for the upright; * 

the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.  

5  It is good for them to be generous in lending * 

and to manage their affairs with justice.  

6  For they will never be shaken; * 

the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.  

7  They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; * 

their heart is right; 

they put their trust in the Lord.  

8  Their heart is established and will not shrink, * 

until they see their desire upon their enemies.  

9  They have given freely to the poor, * 

and their righteousness stands fast for ever; 

they will hold up their head with honor.  

10  The wicked will see it and be angry; 

they will gnash their teeth and pine away; * 

the desires of the wicked will perish.  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
HEALING SERVICE Thursday 10:00 am 
CHOIR PRACTICE:  Thursdays 2:00 pm 
ORDER OF ST. LUKE:  2nd Thursday of each month after Healing 
Service 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND:  Fridays 9:30 am  
 
September 1, 2019 Fellowship & Fundraising Committee Meeting 

   After the 10 AM service. 
 

CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups and 
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Spring/Summer 
clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing  
buttons, tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our 
parking lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other items. We 
are very appreciative of your kind donations to, and purchases from, this 
fundraising project. 
 

                      LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED   
  There is an URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our  
  10:00a.m. service. Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 

 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of additional mem-
bers.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  group of parishioners who will pray 
for any who are in need.  If you are interested or would like further infor-
mation, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for details.  Greta is the 
contact when placing, on the Prayer Chain, your name or the names of fam-
ily, neighbors, or  friends who would like prayers for healing, 
comfort, or any other purpose. 
 

 
 
CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  JoAnn Smithson is the Con-
gregational Coordinator for Care Givers Volunteers here at St. Ste-
phen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in the Office to put in your 
hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 732-408-5351. 
 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are also 
available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal font if 
you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an en-
dowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use the basket on the back table.

  

 

   

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

“For which of you, desiring to build a 

tower, does not first sit down and 

count the cost, whether he has enough 

to complete it?” 

     Luke 14:28 

 

Way of Saint Paul 

Submitted by Lillian Fink 

“and what you have heard from me before 

many witnesses entrust to faithful men who 

will be able to teach others also. “ 

2 Timothy 2:2 

 

Fall Fashion Show 

       Thursday, September 19, 2019 @ 1:00–3:00  

              The ECW Presents: 

A Fall Fashion SHOW at Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church180 Route 539 
Whiting NJ 08759 

( 1 mile south of route 70) 

In Fellowship Hall 

FASHIONS COURTESY OF  

MACY’S—Toms River 

Latest Fall Fashions for Women AND Men 

Models provided by the Ladies and Gentlemen of Saint Stephens Parish. 

LOTS OF DOOR PRIZES—REFRESHMENTS—MUSIC  Tickets are 10.00 

For reservations and ticket information call the church: 732-350-2121 or Stefanie: 732-350-2904 

Second Reading                Letter to the Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16 

Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for there-

by some have entertained angels unawares. Remember those who are in prison, as 

though in prison with them; and those who are ill-treated, since you also are in the 

body. Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled; 

for God will judge the immoral and adulterous. Keep your life free from love of mon-

ey, and be content with what you have; for he has said, "I will never fail you nor for-

sake you." Hence we can confidently say, "The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid; 

what can man do to me?" Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word 

of God; consider the outcome of their life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday and today and for ever. Through him then let us continually offer up a 

sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Do not 

neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 

God. 

 

Holy Gospel                        Luke 14:1, 7-14 

One sabbath when he went to dine at the house of a ruler who belonged to the Phari-

sees, they were watching him. Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when 

he marked how they chose the places of honor, saying to them, "When you are invited 

by any one to a marriage feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest a more emi-

nent man than you be invited by him; and he who invited you both will come and say 

to you, 'Give place to this man,' and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest 

place. But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your host 

comes he may say to you, 'Friend, go up higher'; then you will be honored in the pres-

ence of all who sit at table with you. For every one who exalts himself will be hum-

bled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." He said also to the man who had 

invited him, "When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your 

brothers or your kinsmen or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return, and 

you be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 

blind, and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at 

the resurrection of the just." 

 



 
 

 As we celebrate the holy meal of God’s people today, the gospel reading 

describes the basic attitude and behavior of Christ’s followers using the image of a 

meal or dinner party. The image of the feast is one of Jesus’ most common ways of 

talking about life in his Kingdom. Here it becomes the context for his teaching that 

those with faith in God will live in self-effacing love toward others rather than 

seeking to claim privilege or superiority. Our sharing is to be directed in particular 

to those least able to pay us back. 

 

 The first reading teaches that self-promoting pride, whether in individuals 

or in nations, will fail and be overthrown. “Pride was not created for human 

beings,” the writer tells us. 

 

 In the last of a series of readings from the letter to the Hebrews, the writer 

shifts from a doctrinal discourse on God’s plan to the response we are to make to 

that plan in our own living. Simple and down-to-earth kindness and hospitality are 

the marks of those whose faith is in Jesus Christ. This generosity of spirit is the 

true sacrifice that we offer to God through Christ as baptized members of his body. 

 

 As we celebrate in the Eucharist a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, we are 

reminded that it is a banquet in which all humanity is called to share. We are 

reminded that we are sent to bring the world into our gatherings and into the 

heavenly banquet. 

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Announcements                             September 1, 2019 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament: 

Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with those who have 
been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer . 

  ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 

The Pines               1st Sunday of each month  at 9:30 am 

Arista-Care               1st Monday of each month  at 2:00 pm 

The Arbors               2nd Monday of each month at 2:00 pm 

The Pines               3rd Monday of each month  at 2:00 pm 

 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God   

Sans Memorial 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God  

Sans memorial 


