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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the 

podium in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have 

you at St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the 

Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

Greta Pearl for prayer requests: 732-350-7584 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Carl Laursen, Rector’s Warden at 732-350-1259 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST-PROPER 8                          JUNE 30, 2019 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II               8 am & 10 am     

Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 
 
525 Processional Hymn: ”The Church’s one foundation” 
 Patriotic Hymn:  717 V4  
 Opening Acclamation        355  
 Collect of the Day        Insert  
 First Lesson:  First Book of Kings 19:15-16, 19-21    Insert 
 Psalm 16         Insert 
 Second Lesson:  Letter to the Galatians 5:1, 13-25    Insert 
 Gradual:  “Word of God, Speak”      Insert 
 Gospel:  Luke 9:51-62        Insert 
 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

 The Nicene Creed        358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI       392 

 Confession and Absolution       393 

 The Peace 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

  

 The Great Thanksgiving 
 Eucharistic Prayer A        361 
S120 Sursum Corda 
S125 Sanctus 
S136 Memorial Acclamation        368 
 The Lord’s Prayer        364 
 Breaking of the Bread  
S152 Fraction Anthem 
 Communion Hymns: 
559  “Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us”” 
603  “When Christ was lifted from the earth” 
359 Post Communion Hymn  “God of the prophets, bless the prophets’ heirs” 
 Post Communion Prayer       365 
 Blessing                            
655 Recessional:  “O Jesus, I have promised” 
 Dismissal 

Second Sunday After Pentecost                        JUNE 30, 2019 
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 

 

Lector  8:00 AM                  Susan Quigley 

LEM 8:00 AM         Richard Smithson 

Altar Guild 8:00 AM       Mary Storey, Betty Carino, Debbie Fisher 

Ushers 8:00 AM             Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine, Peter Quigley 

Lector 10:00 AM           Sandy Gaskill 

LEMs  10:00 AM             Lillian Fink, Stefanie Rotsaert 

Altar Guild 10:00 AM            Barbara Lavinio, Margaret Poper 

Ushers 10:00 AM             Al Thompson, Tom Larson 

 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF                                                 June 30, 2019– July 6, 2019 

 

Today    Holy Eucharist              8:00 & 10:00 am 

    Fellowship & Fundraising Meeting    after 10 am svc. 

               AA Meeting                                                                                    8:00 pm 

Monday             Office Open                       9:00 am—2:00 pm
  

Tuesday   AA Meeting                             2:00 pm
                     

Wednesday     Closed AA Meeting                                                   3:00 pm 

                              

Thursday           Healing Service       10:00 am 

    Choir Practice (resumes in the Fall)                                                  2:00 pm 

 Friday               Pineland Symphonic Band                                                   9:30 am 

 

Saturday            AA Meeting         8:00 pm                                                          
  

        Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship.   

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Commun-
ion at our Lord’s Table, regardless of your church affiliation.  
We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 
 



. 
 
 
 

 

                                                                    
 
 
 
                             

 

 

 

 
 

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Annual Bluegrass & Blueberry Social 

Will be held on Saturday, 

July 20th at 1 PM 

Tickets are 7.00 for adults—3.00 for children 

under 12 

 

Happenings around our church…. 

 

 

 

 

Parish Open Bowl is on Saturday, June 29th 

from 5:30-7:30pm at Playdrome Lanes-Toms 

River. Cost is $10 pp including shoes. You 

don't have to be a bowler to join us! On Sun-

day, June 30th, we'll have our monthly King of 

the Hill Tournament at 6:30pm at the lanes! 

 

From the Stewardship committee…  

Our next Stewardship meeting will be on  

SUNDAY, July 14th following the 10 AM service. 

We welcome all to join us! 

We will be discussing exciting things coming up this 

Fall. 

Third Sunday After Pentecost       June 30, 2019 
Proper 8    
 
Collect of the Day 
 
Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined 

together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple ac-

ceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 First Reading     First Book of Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 

 

And the LORD said to him, "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damas-

cus; and when you arrive, you shall anoint Haz'ael to be king over Syria; and Jehu 

the son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel; and Eli'sha the son of 

Shaphat of A'bel-meho'lah you shall anoint to be prophet in your place. So he de-

parted from there, and found Eli'sha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing, with 

twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he was with the twelfth. Eli'jah passed by him 

and cast his mantle upon him. And he left the oxen, and ran after Eli'jah, and said, 

"Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you." And he said to 

him, "Go back again; for what have I done to you?" And he returned from following 

him, and took the yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the 

yokes of the oxen, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and went 

after Eli'jah, and ministered to him. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMheDcodLMAhVBHT4KHX1sDicQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.danasokd.top%2Fmusical-stage-clip-art%2F&bvm=bv.121658157,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEn0_sG-dyyn6v1Hp28Q1e9tYKrUw&ust=1


Psalm 16 

 

1  Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * 

I have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, 

my good above all other."  

2  All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * 

upon those who are noble among the people.  

3  But those who run after other gods * 

shall have their troubles multiplied.  

4  Their libations of blood I will not offer, * 

nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.  

5  O LORD, YOU are my portion and my cup; * 

it is you who uphold my lot.  

6  My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 

indeed, I have a goodly heritage.  

7  I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; * 

my heart teaches me, night after night.  

8  I have set the LORD always before me; * 

because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.  

9  My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * 

my body also shall rest in hope.  

10  For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 

nor let your holy one see the Pit.  

11  You will show me the path of life; * 

in your presence there is fullness of joy, 

and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
HEALING SERVICE Thursday 10:00 am 
CHOIR PRACTICE:  Thursdays 2:00 pm 
ORDER OF ST. LUKE:  2nd Thursday of each month  
after Healing Service 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND:  Fridays 9:30 am 
FELLOWSHIP & FUNDRAISING committee meets today! 
               Come join us after the 10:00 

               service. 
 

CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups and 
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Spring/Summer 
clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing  
buttons, tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our 
parking lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other items. 
We are very appreciative of your kind donations to, and purchases from, 
this fundraising project. 
 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is an 
URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00a.m. ser-
vice.  Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of 
additional members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  
group of parishioners who will pray for any who are in 
need.  If you are interested or would like further infor-
mation, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for 
details.  Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer 
Chain, your name or the names of family, neighbors, or  

friends who would like prayers for healing, comfort, or any other pur-
pose. 
 
 

 
CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  JoAnn Smithson is the Con-
gregational Coordinator for Care Givers Volunteers here at St. Ste-
phen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in the Office to put in your 
hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-0821. 

 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are also 
available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal font if 
you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an en-
dowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use the basket on the back table.

  

 

 STEWARDSHIP 

“But seek first the kingdom of 

God and his righteousness, and 

all these things will be added to 

you” 

Matthew 6:33 

 

 

 Way of Saint Paul 

Submitted by Lillian Fink 

Frustration 

 “When faced with life’s challenges, Lord 

Jesus, help me face them with resolute de-

termination. Empower me to press on with 

confidence, knowing You have promised to 

give me the strength to overcome any situa-

tion. When things don’t go as expected, let 

me remain calm, trusting You and not giv-

ing into frustration. Amen.”   

  

MEMORIALS   

       

 In Honor of: 

Joseph Nutry 

Joseph Nutry 

Joseph Nutry 

Donor: 

Jane Land 

The Hershey/Cucuzza Family 

George Lynch 

 

Second Reading         Letter to the Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand fast therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 

slavery. For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not use your freedom as an op-

portunity for the flesh, but through love be servants of one another. For the whole law is 

fulfilled in one word, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." But if you bite and de-

vour one another take heed that you are not consumed by one another. But I say, walk by 

the Spirit, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against 

the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh; for these are opposed to each 

other, to prevent you from doing what you would. But if you are led by the Spirit you are 

not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are plain: fornication, impurity, licentious-

ness, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, dissension, party spirit, 

envy, drunkenness, carousing, and the like. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those 

who do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such 

there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its pas-

sions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 

 

Holy Gospel        Luke 9:51-62 

When the days drew near for him to be received up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And 

he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to 

make ready for him; but the people would not receive him, because his face was set toward 

Jerusalem. And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us 

to bid fire come down from heaven and consume them?" But he turned and rebuked them. 

And they went on to another village. As they were going along the road, a man said to him, 

"I will follow you wherever you go." And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of 

the air have nests; but the Son of man has nowhere to lay his head." To another he said, 

"Follow me." But he said, "Lord, let me first go and bury my father." But he said to him, 

"Leave the dead to bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of 

God." Another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my 

home." Jesus said to him, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 

the kingdom of God." 

        

      



  
 

 

 In the portion of Luke’s gospel we begin today, Jesus sets out for 

Jerusalem and his death. On this journey, Jesus often spoke of the cost of 

following him. James and John are quite willing to use power against those 

who refused Jesus, but following him is harder. It means putting our old life 

behind and beginning a new way of living and a new way of relating to others. 

 

 The first reading is from the story of the prophet Elijah. Here Elijah 

calls his successor, Elisha, to be his disciple. Elisha will become the second of 

the two great prophets during the time of the Israelite kingdoms. 

 

 In the portion of Galatians, Paul discusses who those who live by faith 

rather than the law are conformed to the image of Christ by his Spirit. “Flesh” 

and “spirit” do not refer to our so-called “higher” and “lower” natures. Flesh 

refers to our unredeemed humanity. Spirit refers to the living God who is 

transforming us into the image of Christ. We are free because our new life into 

which we are growing is the life of God. 

 

 We are followers—disciples—of Christ. Baptism began a new life for 

us. Just as newly born infants must be fed, nurtured, and taught how to grow 

up human, so God is feeding, nurturing, and teaching us so that we may grow 

up into Christ. This Eucharistic celebration is a primary means of this work of 

God in us. 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Announcements                                  June 30, 2019 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament: 

Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with those who have 
been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer . 

     ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 

 

The Pines               1st Sunday of each month  at 9:30 am 

Arista-Care               1st Monday of each month  at 2:00 pm 

The Arbors               2nd Monday of each month at 2:00 pm 

The Pines               3rd Monday of each month  at 2:00 pm 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God   

In Memory of Lutigardis Rotsaert 

By her daughter Stefanie 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God   

In loving memory of Wendell Cameron 

By Karen Tessa & Father Paul 


