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Mission Statement

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity
of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach
the young about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them." Matthew 7:20
Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the
podium in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have
you at St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the
Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector.

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc.

Please notify the church office 732-350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.
If it is an emergency you may also reach Stefanie Rotsaert, Rector’s Warden at 732-350-2904 or
Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864.




SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST SEPTEMBER 12, 2021

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST PROPER 19 SEPTEMBER 12, 2021

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 8 & 10 AM PROPER 19 :
Serving in the Liturgy today:
Hymnal The Word of God BCP Lector 8:00 am Mary Storey
475 Processional Hymn: “Before Thy Throne, Oh God We Kneel” (vs. I & 1) LEM 8:00 am Bill Bodine
717 Patriotic Hymn: “My country Tis of Thee” (vs IV) Altar Guild 8:00 am Debbie Fisher, David Fisher
Opening Acclamation 355 Ushers 8:00 am Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine
5102 Elzlslaeiltocl)lfthe Day nsert Lector 10:00 am Kay Karlick
First Lesson: Proverbs 1:20-33 Insert LEM IQ:OO am Stefal'ne Rotsaert
Psalm 19 Insert Altar Guild 10:00 am Valerie Thompson
Second Lesson: Letter of James 3:1-12 Insert Ushers 10:00 am Al Thompson, Valerie Thompson
Gradual: “Word of God Speak” Insert
Gospel: Mark 8:27-38 Insert S P
Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr.
The Nicene Creed 358 Sanctuary Candle Altar Flowers
Prayers of the People Form VI 392 The Sanctuary Candle is given to Altar Flowers are given to the
Confession and Absolution 393
The Peace The Glory of God Glory of God
372 Offertory: “Praise to the Living God!” Insert Sans Memorial Sans Memorial
Doxology: “All things Come of thee O Lord” § N
HOLY COMMUNION g ﬁ,é%
The Great Thanksgiving @é&)
Eucharistic Prayer A 361 0= ) O GO
S120 Sursum Corda (SAID)
S125 Sanctus Reminder!
1 Memorial Acclimation -
5133 Thee Loorili’s ;:aye:t © 22431 Healing Services Mark Your Calendars!
Breaking of the Bread will resume on September 9th @ 10AM 25th Annual
S152 Fraction Anthem (SAID) & Blessing of the Bikes
Communion Hymns:
325 “Let Us Break Bread Together” Arts & Crafts Saturday, October 23rd, 12-4pm
168 “O Sacred Head Sore Wounded” will be on Thursday, September 16, from Blessing @ 2pm Rain or Shine
. 10-12pm and 1-3pm
Post Communion Prayer 365 . \ &
Blessing Special Thanks: Whiting Garden Club
nnouncements Thank Clyou to everyone that helped make our )
542 Closing Hymn: “Christ is the World’s True Light” (vs I) Dignified Junque Fair a success. We made about Will return October 6th @ 10AM

Dismissal

3000. Everyone is looking forward to next
year. Stefanie Rotsaert, Chair



Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

Today’s liturgy is similar in theme to the feast of the Holy Cross (September 14), which
always falls near this Sunday of the Church year. The Gospel reading is Peter’s
acknowledgement of Jesus as the Messiah, which was followed by Jesus’ first prediction
of his crucifixion and resurrection. Jesus calls his followers to pattern their own lives on
his, sharing in the self-giving love which leads to the Cross.

In the Wisdom writings of the Hebrew scriptures which we are using in our first readings

during this period, the term “wisdom” is not simply a function of thought but is the
personification of God. Strikingly, God, as Holy Wisdom, is feminine. The person who
would be truly wise will live in God. God, Holy Wisdom, will give us her counsel and
guidance.

The second lesson is again drawn from the Epistle of James, an intensely practical
discourse on Christian living. In today’s reading, James exhorts us to learn self control,
especially in our speaking. The tongue, when disciplined, is used to glorify God, but
when undisciplined, can cause hurt and damage.

The People of God enact in song, story, and sacrament their unity with Jesus dying and
rising in their midst. In baptism and Eucharist we join him in his death and resurrection.
We speak and sing our praise to him in our worship and in our lives of ministry,
acceptance, and love for all people.

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year.
Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York.

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 12, 2021
Proper 19 8 & 10 AM

Collect of the Day

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your
Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

First Reading Proverbs 1:20-33

Wisdom cries aloud in the street; in the markets she raises her voice; on the top of
the walls she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she speaks: "How long, O
simple ones, will you love being simple? How long will scoffers delight in their
scoffing and fools hate knowledge? Give heed to my reproof; behold, I will pour out
my thoughts to you; I will make my words known to you. Because I have called and
you refused to listen, have stretched out my hand and no one has heeded, and you
have ignored all my counsel and would have none of my reproof, I also will laugh at
your calamity; I will mock when panic strikes you, when panic strikes you like a
storm, and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come
upon you. Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; they will seek me dili-
gently but will not find me. Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the
fear of the LORD, would have none of my counsel, and despised all my reproof,
therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way and be sated with their own devices. For
the simple are killed by their turning away, and the complacence of fools destroys
them; but he who listens to me will dwell secure and will be at ease, without dread of
evil."



Psalm 19
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The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows his handiwork.

One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.

Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,

Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.

In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

The law of the LORD is perfect
and revives the soul; *

the testimony of the LORD is sure
and gives wisdom to the innocent.

The statutes of the LORD are just

and rejoice the heart; *

the commandment of the LORD is clear
and gives light to the eyes.

The fear of the LORD is clean

and endures for ever; *

the judgments of the LORD are true
and righteous altogether.

More to be desired are they than gold,
more than much fine gold, *

sweeter far than honey,

than honey in the comb.

By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.

Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.

Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; *

then shall I be whole and sound,

and innocent of a great offense.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.

Second Reading Letter of James 3:1-12

Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, for you know that we who teach shall
be judged with greater strictness. For we all make many mistakes, and if any one makes no
mistakes in what he says he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body also. If we put
bits into the mouths of horses that they may obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Look at
the ships also; though they are so great and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a
very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So the tongue is a little member and
boasts of great things. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a
fire. The tongue is an unrighteous world among our members, staining the whole body, set-
ting on fire the cycle of nature, and set on fire by hell. For every kind of beast and bird, of
reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by humankind, but no human be-
ing can tame the tongue--a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and
Father, and with it we curse men, who are made in the likeness of God. From the same
mouth come blessing and cursing. My brethren, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour
forth from the same opening fresh water and brackish? Can a fig tree, my brethren, yield
olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

Holy Gospel Mark 8:27-38

And Jesus went on with his disciples, to the villages of Caesare'a Philip'pi; and on the way
he asked his disciples, "Who do men say that I am?" And they told him, "John the Baptist;
and others say, Eli'jah; and others one of the prophets." And he asked them, "But who do
you say that [ am?" Peter answered him, "You are the Christ." And he charged them to tell
no one about him. And he began to teach them that the Son of man must suffer many things,
and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again. And he said this plainly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke
him. But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter, and said, "Get behind me, Sa-
tan! For you are not on the side of God, but of men." And he called to him the multitude
with his disciples, and said to them, "If any man would come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and who-
ever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. For what does it profit a man, to
gain the whole world and forfeit his life? For what can a man give in return for his life? For
whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him
will the Son of man also be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father with the ho-
ly angels."



