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Mission Statement

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity
of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach
the young about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.

""Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them." Matthew 7:20
Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the
podium in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have
you at St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the
Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector.

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc.

Please notify the church office 732-350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.
If it is an emergency you may also reach Stefanie Bodine, Rector’s Warden at 732-350-2904 or
Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864.




SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY JANUARY 16, 2022 Save the Date on Upcoming Events
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I1 8 & 10:15 am

Hymnal The Word of God BCP

7 Processional Hymn: “Christ, whose glory fill the skies”
717 “My Country, Tis of Thee”

BIBLE STUDY GROUP-
“The Bible, What Speaks to your Heart”, Mondays at 11am, for info contact

Open Acclamation 355 Roberta Mackey at (917) 696-6863
Opening Sentence
§280  Gloria! 356 CHOIR PRACTICE-
Collect of the Day Insert Wednesdays at 10am
First Lesson: Isaiah 62:1-5 Insert
Psalm 36:5-10 Insert ?}FAEING Sﬁ)RO‘(;ECES'
Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 Insert ursdays at 10:00 am
Gradual: “Word of God Speak” (lyrics on next page) ORDER OF ST. LUKE-
Gospel: John 2:1-11 Insert 2nd Thursday of each month, January 13th after Healing Service
Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr.
The Nicene Creed 358 VESTRY MEETING-
Prayers of the People ( Form I11) 381
Confession and Absolution 360 Monday, January 24th @ 10am
The Peace 332 WHITING GARDEN CLUB -
Offertory:
Doxology: “All things come of Thee, O Lord” Whiting Garden Club meets next on February 2 at 10AM in the Parish Hall
DO YOU NEED A PLEDGE CARD?
HOLY COMMUNION Please see our Treasurer, Gerrie Vergona.
Eucharistic Prayer “B” 367

S§120  Sursum Corda
S125  Sanctus

The Lord’s Prayer 364
S152  Breaking of the Bread

Communion Hymns:

325 “Let Us Break Bread Together”

316 “This is the hour of banquet and of song”

423 “Immortal, invisible God only wise”
Post Communion Prayer 366
Announcements
Blessing

538 Closing Hymn: “God of mercy, God of grace”
Dismissal




ONLINE CHURCH SERVICES

Holy Eucharist are held every Sunday at 8AM and 10:15AM — join
us in person or on zoom or you tube. Compline is now on Monday, .
Wednesday, and Friday at 7PM on YouTube and Zoom. All are

welcome!

COME AND SEE!!!

ANNUAL MEETING

On Sunday, January 30, 2022 - 1 service at 9AM—the Meeting follows
See Stefanie if you are willing to serve or have any questions

Ty

Before anything else, may we find You, Jesus, look into Your face, and be
filled with Your love.
May we follow You to the person in our path who needs the warm sunlight of
Your healing love and ask You to fill them with Your presence, Your power,

and Your peace. May we pause at the door of each place we go today (either in

person or in spirit) and pray:
Lord Jesus, come and stand at the entrance to this place. Fill this place with
Your Holy Spirit and saturate it with Your presence.
May each person who walks through this door be warmed by the light of Your
face beaming upon them with grace and hope!

Remove their worries and cares, surround them with Your great love for them.
Bless each person who enters here with a powerful infilling of Your Spirit.
Cleansed, lightened, refreshed and renewed, may they walk forward with new
joy in their heart and a fresh spring in their step!

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give
you peace.

NUMBERS 6:24-26

Second Sunday after the Epiphany; January 16, 2022
The Baptism of our Lord

Collect of the Day

O God, who didst wonderfully create, and yet more wonderfully restore, the dignity
of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled him-
self to share our humanity, thy Son Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.. Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 62:1-5

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LorD will give.
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LorD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

You shall no more be termed Forsaken,
and your land shall no more be termed Desolate;

but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, Word of God speak;
and your land Married;
for the LorD delights in you, Would You pour down like rain
and your land shall be married. Washing my eyes to see
For as a young man marries a young woman, Your majesty
so shall your builder marry you, To be still and know
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, That You're in this place
so shall your God rejoice over you. Please let me stay and rest

In Your holiness




——
Psalm 36:5-10 =~ 4 L~
. . . . )(\‘_ % k y‘h Y
Dixit injustus -~ T
5 Your love, O LoRD, reaches to the heavens, *
and your faithfulness to the clouds.
6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,

your justice like the great deep; *
you save both man and beast, O LORD.

7 How priceless is your love, O God! *
your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings.

8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; *
you give them drink from the river of your delights.

9 For with you is the well of life, *
and in your light we see light.

10  Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, *
and your favor to those who are true of heart.

CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE ~ Sells well to groups meeting at our
i church. Now accepting Winter clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean,
with no missing buttons, tears or stains). Also, continue to use the FOUR
5 BINS in our parking lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and
other items. Our Summer clothes are now on clearance sale. We are very
appreciative of your kind donations to, and purchases from, this fundraising project.

And a Special THANK YOU! to Susan Quigley, for all her hard work on organizing the
Chapel Clothes Line.

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN ~ is in need of additional members. The
Prayer Chain is a dedicated group of parishioners who will pray for any who are in
need. If you are interested or would like further information, please contact Greta
Pearl at 732-350-7584 for details. Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer
Chain, your name or the names of family, neighbors, or friends who would like
prayers for healing, comfort, or any other purpose.

CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS ~ We will be revisiting the Caregivers pro-
gram sometime after our annual meeting on January 30th. Please continue to use the
mailbox in the Office to put in your hours. If you have any questions please feel fre
to contact JoAnn Smithson at 609-268-0821.
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A new sign-up sheet is in the Narthex for 2022 - sign up! Everyone is so grateful for the
delicious food that you share, your help, and they love chatting after the services. Any

questions, contact Stefanie at (732) 350-2904

COFFEE HOUR




Our Daily Bread Pantry and Hungry Paws
Days and Hours of Operation are:

Tuesday 10 AM until 12:00 PM
Wednesday 10 AM until 12:00 PM

Our Daily Bread Pantry and Hungry Paws is made up of members of the St. Stephen’s
Episcopal Church community and other volunteers who assist in maintaining our pantry,
provide food for the sick, the hungry and the needy. The food pantry is here to help those
who have minimal funds to work with and come to us when they have a specific need for
food. The Our Daily Bread Pantry and Hungry Paws through very generous donations is
also able to provide pet food for dogs and cats. For further information please call:
Jim Jados, Director, Food Pantry at (732) 408-5948.

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING

Prayerfully consider making an endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your
estate plan.

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Thank you to all who have donated. There are parishioners as well as other mem-
bers in our community who benefit greatly from this valued fund. If you wish to
contribute, please use the basket on the back table for donations

Order of Saint Luke
The Order of St. Luke meets on the second Thursday of each month--February
10th, after the Healing Service.

Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:

Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with those who have been
entrusted to your care.

People: May you carry the prayers of all of us as you take this

Sacrament of Christ’s presence.

Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer.

ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES

The Pines Ist Sunday of each month at 9:30 am
The Arbors 2nd Monday of each month at 2:00 pm
The Pines 3rd Monday of each month at 2:00 pm

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be un-
informed. You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led
astray to idols that could not speak. Therefore I want you to understand that no
one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says "Let Jesus be cursed!" and no one
can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy Spirit.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the
same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifesta-
tion of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the
utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the
same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the
one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another
the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit,
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

Holy Gospel John 2:1-11
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Je-
sus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.
When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine."
And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour
has not yet come." His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you."
Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification,
each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, "Fill the jars with wa-
ter." And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, "Now draw some out,
and take it to the chief steward." So they took it. When the steward tasted the
water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the
servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and
said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine af-
ter the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now."
Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory;
and his disciples believed in him.



The feast of the Epiphany directed our attention to the ways in which Christ is manifest in
the Gospels, and by extension, how he is manifest in our lives. The theme of showing forth is
continued in the Sundays after the Epiphany. Today’s Gospel carries the third of the three
classical themes of Epiphany: Jesus’ first miracle, changing water into wine at the marriage
feast in Cana of Galilee.

The Old Testament used the marriage relationship and the marriage feast as symbols or
archetypes of God’s relationship to the chosen people and of the ultimate consummation of that
relationship in the establishment of the Kingdom. Today’s passage from Isaiah is based on that
image.

At the marriage feast, Jesus produced around 150 gallons of wine (God is lavish, even
profligate, in giving grace) and it is much better wine than the host at the dinner had been
serving (God’s grace far surpasses what we can do for ourselves).

God’s gifts of grace to us are also the focus of today’s reading from 1 Corinthians. This
reading is the first in a series from this Epistle exploring the kinds of gifts we received when we
were baptized by water and the Holy Spirit, and the results of God’s gifts in our lives.

We are a people transformed by our relationship to God and given the grace and
illumination of the Holy Spirit. The marriage images in the first and third readings describe the
intimate and total nature of God’s relationship to us which results of the gift of the Holy Spirit
given us in baptism.

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year.
Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York.

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY JANUARY 16, 2022

Serving in the Liturgy today:

Lector 8:00 am Stefanie Bodine

LEM 8:00 am Bill Bodine

Altar Guild 8:00 am Debbie Fisher, Linda Chiappetta
Ushers 8:00 am Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine
Lector 10:15 am Valerie Thompson

LEM 10:15 am Susan Clarke

Altar Guild 10:15 am Valerie Thompson, Karen Mauro
Ushers 10:15 am Al Thompson, Valerie Thompson

Sanctuary Candle Altar Flowers
The Sanctuary Candle is given to Altar Flowers are given to the
The Glory of God Glory of God
In Memory of In Memory of
Charles Rotsaert by Stefanie Bill and Sans Memorial
Bodine




