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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the 

podium in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have 

you at St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the 

Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

Greta Pearl for prayer requests: 732-350-7584 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Carl Laursen, Rector’s Warden at 732-350-1259 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



SIXTH SUNDAY IN EASTER                                           MAY 26, 2019 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II         8 am & 10 am     
Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 

518 Processional Hymn: ”Christ is made the sure foundation” 

 Patriotic Hymn:  717 V4 

 Easter Acclamation        355 

S280 Gloria 

 Collect of the Day        Insert  

 First Lesson:  Acts of the Apostles 16:9-15     Insert 

 Psalm 67         Insert 

 Second Lesson:  Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5     Insert 

 Gradual:  “Word of God, Speak”      Insert 

 Gospel:  John 14:23-29       Insert 

 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

 The Nicene Creed        358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI       392 

 Confession and Absolution       393 

 The Peace 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

HOLY COMMUNION  

 The Great Thanksgiving 

 Eucharistic Prayer B        367 

S120 Sursum Corda 

S125 Sanctus 

S136 Memorial Acclamation        368 

 The Lord’s Prayer        364 

 Breaking of the Bread  

S152 Fraction Anthem 

 Communion Hymns: 

467  “Sing, my soul, his wondrous love” 

533  “How wondrous and great thy works, God of praise ” 

537 Post Communion Hymn  “Christ for the world we sing” 

 Post Communion Prayer       365 

 Blessing                            

345 Recessional:  “Savior, again to they dear Name we raise” 

 Dismissal 

Sixth Sunday in Easter                     MAY 26, 2019 
 
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 

Lector  8:00 AM                  Mary Storey 

LEM 8:00 AM         Jo Ann Smithson 

Altar Guild 8:00 AM       Mary Storey, Betty Carino, Debbie Fisher 

Ushers 8:00 AM             Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine, Peter Quigley 

Lector 10:00 AM           Bernice Neuman 

LEMs  10:00 AM             Stefanie Rotsaert, Bill Bodine 

Altar Guild 10:00 AM            Pat Russo, Glenda Roedell 

Ushers 10:00 AM             Bob Axon, Jim Mason 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF                                                 May 26, 2019– June 1, 2019 

 

Today     Holy Eucharist              8:00 & 10:00 am 

                AA Meeting                                                                                    8:00 pm 

Monday             Office Closed for Memorial Day              
                  9:00 am-2:00 pm      
Tuesday        Office Open           

Wednesday     Closed AA Meeting                                                   3:00 pm 

                              

Thursday           Healing Service       10:00 am 

    Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm 

 Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                   9:30 am 

Saturday            Dollar Auction         Noon 

    AA Meeting         8:00 pm                                                          
  

        

  Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship.   

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table, regard-
less of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 

 



. 
 
 
 

 

                                                                    
 
 
 
                             

 

 

 

 
 

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Annual Bluegrass & Blueberry Social 

Will be held on Saturday, 

July 20th at 1 PM 

Tickets are 7.00 for adults—3.00 for children 

under 12 

 

 

Happenings around our church…. 

  The Stewardship Committee will Meet   

this week, May 30, 2019 @ 11:30 in the Par-

ish Hall 

 Fellowship and Fundraising Committee 

will meet on Sunday, June 2, 2019 following 

the 10 AM service. 

 The ECW Meeting scheduled for June 3, 

2019 is cancelled. 

 Due to the Memorial Day Weekend, the 

Bowling Ministry will not have Par ish 

Open Bowling or King of the Hill Tourna-

ment. The Parish Open Bowling will be held 

on Saturday, June 29, 2019 at 5:30pm, at 

Playdrome Lanes-Toms River. 

 

 

 

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Dollar Auction 

Saturday, May 25, 2019 

Doors open at Noon 

Rules will be explained and items can 

be viewed 

Auction will begin at 1:00 PM 

There is no charge  

Bring your dollar bills for bidding 

Any Questions?  

Call Tom or Beverly Larson at 

732-849-6256 

Sixth Sunday in Easter                           May 26, 2019 
Collect of the Day 
 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass 

our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, lov-

ing you in all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which 

exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading      Acts of the Apostles 16:9-15 

And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedo'nia was stand-

ing beseeching him and saying, "Come over to Macedo'nia and help us." And 

when he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Mace-

do'nia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. Set-

ting sail therefore from Tro'as, we made a direct voyage to Sam'othrace, and 

the following day to Ne-ap'olis, and from there to Philip'pi, which is the lead-

ing city of the district of Macedo'nia, and a Roman colony. We remained in 

this city some days; and on the sabbath day we went outside the gate to the 

riverside, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down 

and spoke to the women who had come together. One who heard us was a 

woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyati'ra, a seller of purple goods, who 

was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to give heed to what was 

said by Paul. And when she was baptized, with her household, she besought 

us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my 

house and stay." And she prevailed upon us. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMheDcodLMAhVBHT4KHX1sDicQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.danasokd.top%2Fmusical-stage-clip-art%2F&bvm=bv.121658157,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEn0_sG-dyyn6v1Hp28Q1e9tYKrUw&ust=1


Psalm 67 

 

1  May God be merciful to us and bless us, * 

show us the light of his countenance and come to us.  

 

2  Let your ways be known upon earth, * 

your saving health among all nations.  

 

3  Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

let all the peoples praise you.  

 

4  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * 

for you judge the peoples with equity 

and guide all the nations upon earth.  

 

5  Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

let all the peoples praise you.  

 

6  The earth has brought forth her increase; * 

may God, our own God, give us his blessing.  

 

7  May God give us his blessing, * 

and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
HEALING SERVICE Thursday 10:00 am 
CHOIR PRACTICE:  Thursdays 2:00 pm 
ORDER OF ST. LUKE:  2nd Thursday of each month  
after Healing Service 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND:  Fridays 9:30 am 
 
The office will be closed Monday for Memorial Day 

 

CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups and 
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Spring/Summer 
clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing  
buttons, tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our 
parking lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other items. 
We are very appreciative of your kind donations to, and purchases from, 
this fundraising project. 
 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is an 
URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00a.m. ser-
vice.  Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of 
additional members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  
group of parishioners who will pray for any who are in 
need.  If you are interested or would like further infor-
mation, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for 
details.  Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer 
Chain, your name or the names of family, neighbors, or  
friends who would like prayers for healing, comfort, or 

any other purpose. 
 
 

 
CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  JoAnn Smithson is the Con-
gregational Coordinator for Care Givers Volunteers here at St. Ste-
phen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in the Office to put in your 
hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-0821. 
 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are also 
available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal font if 
you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an en-
dowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use the basket on the back table.

MEMORIALS 

   In Honor of: Lorraine Smith   

by: Glenda Roedell 

 

 

  In Honor of: Ginny Johnston  

by: Dorian Johnston 

Designated for: Blessing of the Bikes 

 

 

 

       

 STEWARDSHIP 

 

“For you were bought with a price. 

So glorify God in your body” 

 

1 Corinthians 6:20 

 

 

 

 Way of Saint Paul 

Submitted by Lillian Fink 

Delight in the Lord 

“How would you describe God to some-

one who does not know him? Perhaps as 

your Father, the Present, Creator, Con-

queror, Shelter and Light. Zephaniah said 

that God takes great delight in you. He is 

the God who finds joy in His creation. He 

is the source of joy and therefore, He 

plants His seed of joy through the fruit of 

the Spirit in you. Joy is not only a gift, it is 

a divine characteristic.” 

Second Reading           Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 

And in the Spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain, and showed me the 

holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, And I saw no temple in 

the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has 

no need of sun or moon to shine upon it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp 

is the Lamb. By its light shall the nations walk; and the kings of the earth shall bring 

their glory into it, and its gates shall never be shut by day--and there shall be no 

night there; they shall bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But noth-

ing unclean shall enter it, nor any one who practices abomination or falsehood, but 

only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. Then he showed me the river 

of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 

Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the 

tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves 

of the tree were for the healing of the nations. There shall no more be anything ac-

cursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and his servants shall 

worship him; they shall see his face, and his name shall be on their foreheads. And 

night shall be no more; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be 

their light, and they shall reign for ever and ever. 

 

Holy Gospel        John 14:23-29 

Jesus answered him, "If a man loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love 

him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me does 

not keep my words; and the word which you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me. 

"These things I have spoken to you, while I am still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and bring to 

your remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 

you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let 

them be afraid. You heard me say to you, 'I go away, and I will come to you.' If you loved 

me, you would have rejoiced, because I go to the Father; for the Father is greater than I. 

And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place, you may be-

lieve. 

     



  
 
 

 

The liturgy today continues to be concerned with exploring the consequences of Christ’s 

resurrection and our new life in him through baptism and Eucharist. 

 

Today’s gospel reading is a portion of the discourses between Jesus and the disciples on the 

evening before his crucifixion. Here Jesus talks about the union between himself and the 

Father. This union is shared with us so that we can say with St. Paul, “not I, but Christ in 

me.” The source of that union is the Holy Spirit given us in Baptism. The ultimate result of 

this union is peace; in Hebrew, Shalom. Shalom is the restored unity of the creation with 

God, and the resultant reconciliation between all peoples. 

 

In the first reading, Paul, Silas, Timothy, and Luke come to Philippi, the first time the 

gospel moves from Asia Minor to Europe. There Paul encounters a woman who worshipped 

God although she was a Gentile. After hearing Paul proclaim the resurrection of Jesus, she 

and her household were baptized and her house became Paul’s center of ministry there and 

quite likely the home of the church in that city. 

 

It is not the created universe that is the ultimate destiny of the human race but the new, 

perfect city of God’s Kingdom. John, in today’s reading from the Revelation, envisions the 

perfection and peace of that Kingdom. 

 

Shalom—the peace and wholeness of God’s Spirit—is our destiny and our present reality. 

The peace and unity of God’s reign is revealed in the inclusiveness of the church as people 

of every race and nation are called by God. In the Eucharist, we have the foretaste of the 

new life in the holy city prepared for us by God. 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Announcements                                  May 26, 2019 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament: 

Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with those who have 
been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer . 

     ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 

 

The Pines               1st Sunday of each month  at 9:30 am 

Arista-Care               1st Monday of each month  at 2:00 pm 

The Arbors               2nd Monday of each month at 2:00 pm 

The Pines               3rd Monday of each month  at 2:00 pm 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God  

In Memory of Pat Laursen  

By her husband Carl 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God 

Sans Memorial 


