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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the 

podium in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have 

you at St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the 

Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

Greta Pearl for prayer requests: 732-350-7584 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Carl Laursen, Rector’s Warden at 732-350-1259 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST-PROPER 12                    JULY 28, 2019 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II               8 am & 10 am     

Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 
 
615 Processional Hymn: ”’Thy kingdom come’ on bended knee” 
 Patriotic Hymn:  717 V4  
 Opening Acclamation        355  
 Collect of the Day        Insert  
 First Lesson:  Book of Genesis 18:1-10a       Insert 
 Psalm 138         Insert 
 Second Lesson:  Letter to the Colossians 2:6-19    Insert 
 Gradual:  “Word of God, Speak”      Insert 

 Gospel:  Luke 11:1-13        Insert 

 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

 The Nicene Creed        358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI       392 

 Confession and Absolution       393 

 The Peace 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

  

 The Great Thanksgiving 
 Eucharistic Prayer A        361 
S120 Sursum Corda 
S125 Sanctus 
S136 Memorial Acclamation        368 
 The Lord’s Prayer        364 
 Breaking of the Bread  
S152 Fraction Anthem 
 Communion Hymns: 
613  “Thy kingdom come, O God” 
581  “Where charity and love prevail” 
341 Post Communion Hymn  “For the bread which you have broken” 
 Post Communion Prayer       365 
 Blessing                            
432 Recessional:  “O praise ye the Lord” 
 Dismissal 

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost proper 12         JULY 28, 2019 
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 

 

Lector  8:00 AM                  Shrene DeLucia 

LEM 8:00 AM         Richard Smithson 

Altar Guild 8:00 AM       Mary Storey, Betty Carino, Debbie Fisher 

Ushers 8:00 AM             Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine, Peter Quigley 

Lector 10:00 AM           Bernice Neuman 

LEMs  10:00 AM             Stefanie Rotsaert, Bill Bodine 

Altar Guild 10:00 AM            Pat Russo, Beverly Larson 

Ushers 10:00 AM             Al Thompson, Tom Larson 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF                                               July 28, 2019– August 3, 2019 

 

Today    Holy Eucharist                 8:00 & 10:00am 

               AA Meeting                                                                                       8:00 pm 

Monday            Office Open                         9:00 am—2:00 pm
    

Tuesday   AA Meeting                               2:00 pm
                     

Wednesday     Closed AA Meeting                                                    3:00 pm 

                              

Thursday           Healing Service       10:00 am 

    Choir Practice (resumes in the Fall)                                                  2:00 pm 

 Friday               Pineland Symphonic Band                                                    9:30 am 

 

Saturday           AA Meeting          8:00 pm                                                          
  

        

  Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship.   

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Commun-
ion at our Lord’s Table, regardless of your church affiliation.  
We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 
 



. 
 
 
 

 

                                                                    
 
 
 
                             

 

 

 
 

SAINT STEPHEN’S 

ANNUAL FAIR 

“Dignified Junque” 

(RAIN OR SHINE!) 

   Saturday, August 31, 2019 8am-1pm 

Donated items may be dropped off at the church beginning  

    August 17th-29th. 

We will need plenty of helpers to price and arrange items for the Big Day. A big THANK 

YOU to those that volunteer Our bake table is in need of your delicious baked items. Any 

items not sold will be shared with All Saints, Lakewood and the New Lisbon Developmen-

tal Center. 

We will need gently used or new items donated, such as housewares, clothes, jewelry, 

books, toys, games, furniture, and more.  

While the Fair is being organized, coffee hour will continue, as well as events and meet-

ings scheduled.  

Volunteers of all ages are needed to make this event possible. In two weeks, everything 

must be organized, sold, packed, and removed. We hope to be blessed with the help we 

manage to enjoy each year; even if you can only give an hour of your time, it will be grate-

fully appreciated! On the day of, if you can help, floaters are always welcome! 

List have been distributed to all helpers. 

See you all there! 

Stefanie Rostaert, Chair 732-350-2904 

 

 

 

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost        July 28, 2019 
Proper 12   
 
Collect of the Day 
 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is 

holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we 

may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

 First Reading                 Book of Genesis 18:20-32 

Then the LORD said, "Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomor'rah is great and their 

sin is very grave, I will go down to see whether they have done altogether according to the 

outcry which has come to me; and if not, I will know." So the men turned from there, and 

went toward Sodom; but Abraham still stood before the LORD. Then Abraham drew near, 

and said, "Wilt thou indeed destroy the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty 

righteous within the city; wilt thou then destroy the place and not spare it for the fifty right-

eous who are in it? Far be it from thee to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the 

wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from thee! Shall not the Judge 

of all the earth do right?" And the LORD said, "If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the 

city, I will spare the whole place for their sake." Abraham answered, "Behold, I have taken 

upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty 

righteous are lacking? Wilt thou destroy the whole city for lack of five?" And he said, "I 

will not destroy it if I find forty-five there." Again he spoke to him, and said, "Suppose for-

ty are found there." He answered, "For the sake of forty I will not do it." Then he said, "Oh 

let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there." He answered, 

"I will not do it, if I find thirty there." He said, "Behold, I have taken upon myself to speak 

to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there." He answered, "For the sake of twenty I will 

not destroy it." Then he said, "Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again but this 

once. Suppose ten are found there." He answered, "For the sake of ten I will not destroy it." 



Psalm 138 

 

1  I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; * 

before the gods I will sing your praise.  

2  I will bow down toward your holy temple 

and praise your Name, * 

because of your love and faithfulness;  

3  For you have glorified your Name * 

and your word above all things.  

4  When I called, you answered me; * 

you increased my strength within me.  

5  All the kings of the earth will praise you, O LORD, * 

when they have heard the words of your mouth.  

6  They will sing of the ways of the LORD, * 

that great is the glory of the LORD.  

7  Though the LORD be high, he cares for the lowly; * 

he perceives the haughty from afar.  

8  Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; * 

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 

your right hand shall save me.  

9  The LORD will make good his purpose for me; * 

O LORD, your love endures for ever; 

do not abandon the works of your hands.  

 

Second Reading            Letter to the Colossians 2:6-19 

As therefore you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so live in him, rooted and built up in him 

and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. See to it 

that no one makes a prey of you by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tra-

dition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ.  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
HEALING SERVICE Thursday 10:00 am 
CHOIR PRACTICE:  Thursdays 2:00 pm 
ORDER OF ST. LUKE:  2nd Thursday of each month  
after Healing Service 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND:  Fridays 9:30 am  
Altar Guild Meeting Monday August 5, 2019 
 

CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups and 
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Spring/Summer 
clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing  
buttons, tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our 
parking lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other items. 
We are very appreciative of your kind donations to, and purchases from, 
this fundraising project. 
 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is an 
URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00a.m. ser-
vice.  Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of 
additional members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  
group of parishioners who will pray for any who are in 
need.  If you are interested or would like further infor-
mation, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for 
details.  Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer 
Chain, your name or the names of family, neighbors, or  
friends who would like prayers for healing, comfort, or 
any other purpose. 

 

 
CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  JoAnn Smithson is the Con-
gregational Coordinator for Care Givers Volunteers here at St. Ste-
phen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in the Office to put in your 
hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 732-408-5351. 
 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are also 
available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal font if 
you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an en-
dowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use the basket on the back table.

  

 

   

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

“For and overseer, as God’s steward, 

must be above reproach. He must not be 

arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard 

or violent or greedy for gain” 

 

Titus 1:7 

 

 

Way of Saint Paul 

Submitted by Lillian Fink 

“
 
And his gifts were that some should be apostles, 

some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors 

and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 

ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until 

we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to mature man-

hood, to the measure of the stature of the fulness 

of Christ; ” 

Ephesians 4:11-13,2 

 

Memorialized person 

Evelyn Fisher 

Evelyn Fisher 

Mary Van Sant 

Mary Van Sant 

 

 

Name of Donor 

Mary Storey 

Val & Al Thompson 

Val & Al Thompson 

Mary Storey 

 

For in him the whole fulness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to fulness of life in 

him, who is the head of all rule and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a cir-

cumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 

and you were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through 

faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. And you, who were dead in tres-

passes and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having for-

given us all our trespasses, having canceled the bond which stood against us with its legal 

demands; this he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the principalities and powers 

and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in him. Therefore let no one pass 

judgment on you in questions of food and drink or with regard to a festival or a new moon or 

a sabbath. These are only a shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ. 

Let no one disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and worship of angels, taking his 

stand on visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding fast to the 

Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and liga-

ments, grows with a growth that is from God. 

 

Holy Gospel        Luke 11:1-13 

 

He was praying in a certain place, and when he ceased, one of his disciples said to him, 

"Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples." And he said to them, "When you pray, 

say: "Father, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive every one who is indebted to us; and lead us 

not into temptation." And he said to them, "Which of you who has a friend will go to him at 

midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine has arrived on a 

journey, and I have nothing to set before him'; and he will answer from within, 'Do not both-

er me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give 

you anything'? I tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his 

friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him whatever he needs. And I tell 

you, Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 

you. For every one who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will 

be opened. What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a 

serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know 

how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the 

Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" 

 



 
 
 

 

 

The gospel reading today is Luke’s account of Jesus’ teaching about prayer. He 

gives his disciples a model for prayer and then speaks of God’s willingness to hear 

our prayers. Jesus describes human situations in which a parent’s willingness to 

give children what they need is a sign that God, who is far more loving and good 

than any human parent, is even more ready to grant that which we need. 

 

In today’s Old Testament reading, Abraham intercedes with God for the righteous 

persons in the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. The sin in the two cities turned out 

to be so serious that the agreement between Abraham and God was not successful 

in preventing their destruction. (While some Christians have assumed that that sin 

was sexual in nature, biblical scholars point out that the discussions of the event in 

other parts of the Bible do not place the blame on sexuality, but on lack of faith.) 

 

We continue today to read Paul’s epistle to the Colossians. Jesus in his death, 

resurrection, and ascension is the ultimate and perfect mediator between God and 

humanity. In our baptismal union with him, we are not only beneficiaries of his 

intercession but share with him in that mediatorial role. That role is expressed in 

the liturgy in the Prayers of the People, and more generally in our life of prayer. 

We gather in Eucharist as the priestly people of God, called by God into union 

with Christ, and bringing the world to God that it may be redeemed. 

 

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Announcements                                   July 28, 2019 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament: 

Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with those who have 
been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer . 

      

  ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 

The Pines               1st Sunday of each month  at 9:30 am 

Arista-Care               1st Monday of each month  at 2:00 pm 

The Arbors               2nd Monday of each month at 2:00 pm 

The Pines               3rd Monday of each month  at 2:00 pm 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God   

In honor of Stefanie’s Birthday 

In memory of loved ones by Dottie Strohm 

& 

In memory of Wendell Cameron 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God  

Sans Memorial 


