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Priscilla and I 

just got back 

from an 

evening of 

sitting my 

two beautiful 

grand-

daughters 

Hannah and 

Ada. The first 

thing out of 

their mouth 

when we 

arrived was, “Do you have 

presents for us?” We did. Then 

after settling down a little they 

asked, “Please read us a story.” 

Everyone likes to hear a good 

story, and Hannah and Ada were 

no exception. We read them a 

story about Barbie and a fashion 

magazine cover shoot. Without 

telling you the whole story, suffice 

it to say that it taught a lesson 

about playing fair in our dealings 

with others. In the end Barbie ends 

up on the cover riding a dolphin! 

Of course this story, though 

teaching a valuable life lesson, 

was fiction.  

The stories that impact our lives 

the most, though, tend to be non-

fiction. They are the real stories 

that teach us 

who we are, 

why we’re 

here, and 

what life is 

all about. 

You know 

the stories 

I’m talking 

about. They 

are the 

stories we 

tell around 

the dinner table at Thanksgiving 

and Christmas. They are the 

stories we share with family 

during summer vacation or at a 

wedding reception. It’s the story 

about Uncle John when he fought 

at Normandy, or Aunt Sue when 

she sang with the Metropolitan 

Opera. It’s the story about the time 

you played a tree in your fourth 

grade Christmas play. One of my 

personal favorites is the story of 

Captain John Van Sant, who 

served as a privateer for General 

Washington during the American 

Revolution.  

 

Continue on page 4 
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MUSIC 

NOTES 

    & 

CHOIR 
 
First of all, I’d like to thank so many of 

you for your expressions of concern 

regarding my sister’s medical condition. 

She is recovering well from hip 

replacement surgery.  I was grateful that I 

was able to spend four weeks in Illinois to 

help her in her recovery, as she lives 

alone.  A special thanks to Colin 

Rutkowski who provided the music 

during my absence.  We are fortunate to 

have such talented young people as Colin 

and his sister Amanda in our 

congregation.  Thank you also to Jane 

Land, Dotty Strohm, Phyllis, and Amanda 

and Colin (who played a piano and 

bassoon duet for the offertory in August) 

for providing lovely offertory music 

during the summer months.   

Fall is approaching, and I am having 

difficulty finding anthems that are “do-

able” with the distribution of voices we 

have in our choir!  We are fortunate that 

we have people with good strong voices.  

However, if even one person is 

unexpectedly unable to attend church on a 

Sunday it actually can cause us to have no 

anthem that day!  We very much need 

additional members.  I will again stress 

the following:   

 

THE CHOIR IS WILLING TO 

CONSIDER ANOTHER DAY AND/OR 

TIME FOR REHEARSAL IF WE HAVE 

POTENTIAL PARTICIPANTS WHO 

ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND AT OUR 

CURRENT REHEARSAL TIME OF 

2:00 PM ON THURSDAY 

AFTERNOON!! 

 

 

If we have enough ringers, the Chime 

Choir will resume rehearsals in mid to late 

September.  The minimum number of 

ringers needed is 6; at present we have 

4,5, or 6 (depending on people’s work 

schedules) – I am playing instead of 

directing much of the time.  We need at 

least one more full-time ringer to be able 

to play any of our music at a service.  If 

you don’t have handbell or handchime 

experience, the main skills you should 

have is the knowledge of kinds of notes 

and rests and their time values and how to 

“count time” for music.  Ringing 

technique is not very difficult to learn.  

The way parts are followed in ringing, the 

ability to “read music” (letter names of 

notes) is not necessary.  IF YOU ARE 

INTERESTED IN GIVING IT A TRY, 

please see me after a Sunday service, or 

talk to Karen Crawford, Rich Smithson, 

Terry Rutkowski, Priscilla Van Sant (Sr.), 

or Father Paul.  

 

Stewardship Season is approaching.  It is 

during this time that we focus on the three 

“T’s” – Time, Talent, and Treasure.  It is 

obvious that without the third T we would 

not be able to “pay the bills.”  However, 

in order to function, the Church also needs 

your sharing of 

your Time and your 

Talent!   

  

Pam Unger 
 

Organist/Choir Director      
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Bishop & Chief Pastor 

The Rt. Rev. William H. (Chip) Stokes 

Rector 

The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., M. Div., Th. M. 

Organist & Choir Director 

Pam Unger 

Treasurer 

Sandra Gaskill 

Assistant Treasurer 

Gerianne Murphy 

Rector’s Warden 

Dottie Kaster (’19) 

Property Warden 

Richard Smithson (’20) 

Clerk of the Vestry 

JoAnn Smithson 

 

Vestry Members: 

 

 

 

 

   

        

   

 

                                Office Staff: 

               Parish Administrator   Colleen Clover  

               Sexton                            Tom O’Brien 

               Office Volunteer           Dottie Kaster 

 

Parish Staff HELP HOTLINE NUMBERS                                                          

As many of us face challenges with today’s unstable econ-

omy, here are some helpful telephone numbers for assis-

tance.  Pass them along if you know someone who needs a 

little extra help getting through these tough times. 

Heating & Weatherization 

O.C.E.A.N, Inc. 732-244-5333 (heating) 

732-244-5396 (weatherization) 

www.oceaninc.org 

NJ Shares 866-657-4273 

www.njshares.org 

Mortgage Assistance 

Hope Hotline 888-995-HOPE 

www.hopenow.com 

Health Insurance, Food Stamps, Utilities 

NJ Family Care 800-701-0710 

www.njfamilycare.org 

OC Board of Social Services 732-349-1500 

Verizon NJ Communication Lifeline 

888-337-3339 

Ocean County Government Resource Center 

732-370-8854 

www.ocean.nj.us/socialservices 

Ocean County Food Bank 732-918-2600 

www.foodbankmoc.org 

Angel Food Ministries 732-240-7543 

Pick-up location Christ Episcopal Church 

1415 Washington St., Toms River 

www.angelfoodministries.com 

Other Important Numbers 

Social Security 800-772-1213 

www.socialsecurity.gov 

NJ Unemployment Insurance 732-761-2020 

www.state.nj.us 

 

 

Class of 2019 

Carol Cavanaugh 

William Bodine 

Randy Walton 

Class of 2020 

Jack Brown 

Laura Gural 

Tom Larson 

 

Class of 2021 

Lillian Fink 

Marge Pomykala 

Peter Quigley 
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As baptized Christians, the most important and powerful stories that we share are the stories of God’s 

relationship with his people. These begin with the Old Testament stories where we as a people are created by 

God and instructed to populate and care for our world. These stories include dozens of individuals and their 

personal relationship with their creator God. This develops into the stories of the New Testament where God 

sends His only Son to live among us, set an example for us, forgive us, teach us, die for us, and gift us with 

eternal life. Then come the stories of the growth of the church in Acts and Paul’s Epistles and our new 

relationship with God’s Holy Spirit. 

But do you know what the most powerful stories are that we can share? Do you know what stories have 

brought more individuals into relationship with Jesus, His Father and the Holy Spirit? Your stories! When you 

share how God has acted in your life with another person, you are making God real, in this time and place. 

The Bible tells us of real people and their encounter with God in the past. Your story makes God an existential 

reality. God healed me. God comforted me. God loves me. Right now, in 2018. God is real and I want to share 

Him with you. 

All of you have stories of how God has acted in your life. All of you have daily opportunities to share those 

stories with others, and as a result, all of you have the chance to change the life of another person by making 

God real to them. 

This Fall we will be giving you an opportunity to share what God and this Church have done for you in your 

life; to tell us why you are thankful and why you continue to support His efforts in this place. Bill Bodine has 

a sign-up list so you can encourage us with your story at our stewardship moments during your service. It’s 

not a professional presentation. It’s just 2 or 3 minutes to share a story with us of how you have been blessed 

by God or this parish family. 

 

Looking to make God an existential reality 

together with you, 

 

 

 

 

M. Div.;Th.M. 

Rector 
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News from the Treasurer’s Desk 

 

You would think that August would be a nice quiet time in the Church Office, but it is actually 
one of our busiest times.  Even though Fr. Paul takes a vacation during August, there are no 
“Hazy Lazy Days of Summer” for us!  We’ve just finished the preparation of our Giving 
Statements for the second quarter of 2018.  We hope that you have received your copy and 
checked it for accuracy.  We also had to summarize our 2017 financial figures in order to 
prepare the Financial Portion of our Parochial Report to the Diocese. 

Most of us who volunteer in the Treasurer’s Office wear many hats.  One of my biggest and 
most time-consuming jobs is the publishing of our Annual Fair Journal.  Many volunteers are 
approaching local businesses to ask them to advertise in our Fair Journal and/or our Chapel 
Chimes Newsletter.  We prepare the journal with the new ads and account for all income from 
the ads.  We will also be on the sales floor and behind the scenes at this event.  It is one of our 
bigger fundraising activities. 

During August we will be hosting our 2nd Annual Treasurer’s Office Volunteers 
Appreciation Luncheon.  We have so many people helping us in many different ways.  
Some help us tally the Sunday Offertory.  We have some checks and balances in place, so each 
Sunday requires at least three volunteers.  Others help us enter financial data or help us 
organize the office.  If you would like to hear about these jobs, please talk to Sandy or 
Gerianne.  We never have too many volunteers. 

 

Autumn is coming soon and we hope that our activities will be back to normal levels shortly  

Sandy Gaskill 

Treasurer  
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      ECW News 
                    By Stefanie Rotsaert 

 

ECW Meeting Everyone is welcome to the ECW MEETING on Thursday, 
September 6, 2018 @ 1PM. Our speaker will be Tracey from the Whiting Flower Shoppe. She will help us 
design a fresh flower arrangement we can take home. Bring scissors, a knife, or clippers. Tracey will bring 
containers, foam, and fresh flowers. If you would like to come, please let Stefanie know by August 30th so 
we may have enough materials for everyone. ECW is donating half the cost of 10.00 per person,  leaving just 
5.00 for each person to participate. There will also be a business meeting with refreshments provided by 
Lillian Fink and Dottie Kaster. We are excited to plan our yearly events—Keep an eye out! Lots of good 
things are being planned! 

The Bluegrass and Blueberry Social On Saturday July 
21st the Saint Stephen’s Parish kicked off the Annual 
Bluegrass and Blueberry festival and a great time was 
had by all! Lisa G’s Bluegrass band provided a fun 
atmosphere while everyone enjoyed blueberry sauce 
and shortbread among other treats. Parishioners and 
neighbors enjoyed the tea bar, gift auction, and door 
prizes were awarded to lucky participants. We love this 
annual gathering that brings the neighborhood together. 
We look forward to next year! (photo courtesy of Bruce 
Lukasiewicz)  

The Annual Craft and Vendor Fair September 1, 2018 beginning at 8 AM until 1PM. We will have a treasure 
trove of all kinds of “Dignified Junque” and crafts! There will be baked goods for sale along with breakfast 
and lunch for sale. We will be accepting items here at the church beginning August 13th. We are asking for 
volunteers beginning the 18th to help sort and price items. Come explore! There is something for everyone! 

Whiting Garden Club will be meeting Wednesday, September 6 @ 10 AM. Our speaker will be Ben from 
Jakes Branch Park on native plants. The gardens surrounding the church are predominantly native; 
plants that grow well in our sandy and clay soil. 

Operation Christmas Child Pat Russo and her committee will provide shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. The 

months are flying by and school supplies are on sale this time of year; take advantage of that as school supplies are 

always in demand! Thank you all, in advance for donating to this worthy charity. 

Stefanie Rotsaert 

1 Ridgemont Lane 

Whiting NJ 08759 

(732)-350-2904 
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          STEWARDSHIP 

         “A Way of Living & Reflection” 

              BY WILLIAM BODINE III – STEWARDSHIP CHAIRMAN 

           We are looking forward to Stewardship Sunday on October 21st! 

Stewardship in 2018 will feature the ongoing process of helping to encourage effective 
stewardship. We gather all the pledge cards from you, our parishioners; then we send 

out acknowledgement letters to confirm your pledge. From there, we prepare the pledge 
boxes and labels for the Capitol Campaign. This happy process keeps our pledge year 

consistent and fruitful. 

How do you define Stewardship? This is a journey we will take together beginning on Sunday, September 
16th. This will give us the opportunity to further define how God and St. Stephen’s has helped in your life. 

Over the next several weeks of the Stewardship Season, we will be talking about our own lives and how they 
have been influenced by God and St. Stephens. We must identify as stewards of God’s gifts and treasures, and 

just how your life experiences have been for you and how you can become a better disciple of Jesus Christ. 

I look forward to hearing from you all! 

God Bless you! 
Bill Bodine 

 

 

 

 

A few weeks ago, my husband and I celebrated our 59th wedding anniversary. We had a wonderful dinner at 
Charlie Browns restaurant in Toms River. 

Before going home to Whiting, we had some business to accomplish at our bank. Entering the bank, we were 
happy and full of smiles. The teller we approached to help us asked, “What are you celebrating today?” We 
replied, “Our 59th wedding anniversary and we just had a wonderful dinner at Charlie Browns.”  

“Oh!” she replied, “I work there part time, making ends meet….” 

I could hear it in her voice and see on her face that this revelation called to mind the problems that put her in 
the situation she revealed to us. I asked her for her hand; in it, I placed a wooden cross and closed her hand in 
mine. “God is always with you even during problems and troubles. He loves you very much!” 

She began to cry. She came around the counter to hug me, still crying. She thanked us for the cross and for 
showing we care; in doing so, we were able to give her the hope she needed. 

Your friend in Jesus, 

Lillian Fink 
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ECW 

Fall Fashion 

Show 

St. Stephen’s 44th Annual 

Craft and Vendor Fai 

Saturday, September 1st 

                   from 8 AM-1 PM 

        Clean out your attic, cellar, gar-

den shed and closets—then bring to    

Saint Stephens! 

Items may be dropped off at the church  starting  

Monday-August 13 

We are in need of Volunteers for this event! 

Come visit, volunteer, and shop for something 

unique and fun! Gift-giving season will soon be 

upon us-this is a fun way to find that something 

unique! 

 

Annual fall fashion show will feature 

our own models and the latest trends 

for the season will be brought to us by 

Macy’s 

Thursday September 20th 

From 1:00 PM-3:00 PM 

Enjoy delicious homemade desserts, 

participate in the 50/50 raffle along 

with door prizes and a treasure auc-

tion! 

Tickets will be 10.00 

Available at the door or you can pur-

chase tickets from the church office 

Monday-Thursday or contact Stefanie 

Rotsaert.  

Court of Honor  

Troop #350 

Troop # 350 recently held a Court of Honor at Saint 
Stephen’s to honor their newest Eagle Scout 

Zachary Doctor 

The honor recognizes Zachary’s ability and willingness 
to serve his community, school, and church.  

In this spirit, Zachary’s project was the landscaping 
and beautification of the World War II memorial which 

included adding benches. 

We are looking forward to 

two more young men achiev-

ing the status of Eagle Scout 

in the upcoming months. 

        Congratulations Zachary! 
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Order of  St. Luke 

Submitted by Stefanie Rotsaert 

    PRAYER OF THE  ORDER OF ST. LUKE THE PHYSICIAN 

  Almighty God, who inspired Your servant Luke the Physician to set forth in 

the Gospel the love and healing power of Your son: Graciously continue in Your Church the 

love and power to heal, to the praise and glory of Your Name, through Jesus Christ, Our 

Lord. Amen. 

                                     Do you need Prayers  for Healing 

The Order of St. Luke, a healing ministry, will continue to provide prayers of healing on the last Sunday of 

each month following Holy Communion at each service.  Members are also available every Sunday following 

the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal font if you would like prayers of healing after any service 

 

 

   

                                                           News from the Altar Guild 

In an effort to facilitate the process for requesting Memorial Altar Flowers or Sanctuary Candles, the Altar 
Guild is resurrecting a tried and true method we hope everyone will find helpful. In the Narthex, there are 

forms and envelopes provided. Fill out the necessary information; place your donation and information in the 
provided envelope; place your envelope in the offering plate or with an Altar Guild member. The forms may 
be used for the Flower Memorial OR Altar Candle. We ask that folks continue to add names and memorials 

on the wall chart in the Narthex for the office staff. 

The suggested donation for weekly flowers is $50.00 

The suggested donation for monthly candle is $25.00 

Of course, whatever amount a parishioner may be able to provide will be grateful-
ly accepted and will have no bearing on the acknowledgement of your memorial. 

 

 

                         

 

Our current members: 

Betty Corino 

Mary Storey 

Carol Cavanaugh 

Peg Smith 

Valerie Thompson 

June Coles 

Barbara Lavinio 

Margaret Poper 

Pat Russo 

Thank you for your love 

and commitment! 

We certainly are blessed  to have a wonderful peo-

ple serving in this spiritually rewarding ministry! 

It is our hope that as we send out the call for  new 

members, parishioners will prayerfully consider 

lending their time and talents as a way to serve 

God  as we help prepare the His table. 

Be assured that women AND men are welcome! 
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 Fellowship & Fundraising 

 

 

                                                                                                                             

Fellowship and Fundraising committee have 

raffle tickets for a  

$1000.00 AAA voucher ! AAA offers a wide 

range of services and products for you to en-

joy, including travel, restaurants and shop-

ping! 

The cost of tickets are $10.00  

The drawing will take place on October 27, 

2018 at the Saint Stephen’s Vendor Fair 

You need not be present to win, so please write 

legibly on your ticket so we can contact the 

winner! 

 

Greetings to Everyone From a Dear  Friend……. 

To Father Paul and my dear friends at St. Stephens: 

Although this note is a little bit late. It is sincere an filled with LOVE! 

It is with heartfelt appreciation and thankfulness to all of you who contributed to the wonderful retire-
ment gift I recently received when Father Paul visited Fred and me on June 13th. The gift was an iPad 
with a keyboard and all the accessories which our grandchildren are presently giving us lessons on how 
to use it to our advantage. I was very surprised and overwhelmed with your thoughtfulness, love, and 
generosity!  

We have been pre-occupied establishing new doctors and getting adjusted to our new lifestyle, which we 
love.  

We also want to express our appreciation to all who have sent us good wishes and happiness in our new 
home through cards and/or phone calls. It is wonderful being a member of Saint Stephen’s Church and 
all the LOVE that comes with being a member. We do miss seeing you all every Sunday; especially at 
special events throughout the year. 

Love,               P.S. I typed this letter with the iPad and keyboard  

Fred and Janet                      you gave me! (with help from granddaughter Kathryn) 

We hope your summer time has been filled with a re-

laxing time of renewal. We are now back to a relative-

ly normal schedule of fun events at St. Stephens with 

hopes of everyone participating in the fellowship. Sep-

tember 1st is our Annual Fair. Maybe you will be 

working with us or maybe you will be attending to see 

what  treasure you might find! Come lunch with us and 

see what we have. 

The next event scheduled is our Homecoming Barbe-

que, which we have been looking forward to  since 

inception  a couple months ago. Join the others that 

have signed up to let us know you will be attending 

and how many people you will bring with you. We 

also have some other sign up sheets  so you can let us 

know just what you will be making to help make this 

great event more meaningful. All our great cooks will 

be giving us a taste of the side dish they’re famous for, 

and just think, we will be in on the tasting! 

Hope to see everyone there! 

Fellowship & Fundraising  

Co-chair 

Dottie Kaster 
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Laughing is Good for the Soul 

If you like the picture of Jesus laughing on the top right of this page, you can obtain a color print in a variety 

of standard sizes from any of your local Christian book stores. 
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Advertisers 

September 
 
2nd Glen Stahl 

5th Jean Mueller 

9th Vienna Johnson 

10th  Janet Spieth 

12th Evelyn Fisher 

13th Loretta Krone  

15th Janet Johnson 

17th Susan Quigley 

20th Stella Kobus 

23rd Angela Van Sant 

25th Margie Macartney 

26th Joy Frey  

27th Edward James Mason  

28th Douglas Fink 

Happy Birthday 

September! 



 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

15 

Advertisers 
 

We need Advertisers for our Newsletter to defray 

the cost of postage and printing.   We are offer-

ing a Business Card Ad for one year; that’s elev-

en issues on an inside page for only $100. 

(We publish one issue for July/August.) 

 

We make this special offer: 

A full year in our newsletter PLUS a full page 

ad in the Fair Book  $115 

 A full year in our newsletter PLUS a half page 

ad in the Fair Book $110 

A full year in our newsletter PLUS a quarter 

page ad in the Fair Book $105 
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Upcoming Calendar  Events  

 Sports Shot Singles Bowling~October 14th 

Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends Coupon Day~October 16th 

Community Crop Walk~October 21st 

Craft and Vendor Fair~October 27th 
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