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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the 

podium in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have 

you at St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the 

Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

Greta Pearl for prayer requests: 732-350-7584 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Dottie Kaster, Rector’s Warden at 732-647-5065 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



Second Sunday in Lent                                         MARCH 17, 2019 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I                             8 am & 10 am                                                                                                
Hymnal   The Word of God           BCP 
 Opening Acclamation        319 

401 Processional Hymn:  “The God of Abraham praise”     

 Confession         320 

S91 Kyrie          324 

 Collect of the Day        Insert  

 First Lesson:  Genesis 15:1-12,17-18      Insert 

 Psalm 27        Lenten Booklet 

 Second Lesson:  Philippians 3:17-4:1          Insert 

 Gradual:  Verse       Lenten Booklet 

 Gospel:  Luke 13:31-35       Insert 

 Sermon — The Rev. Paul Van Sant, Sr. 

 The Nicene Creed              Bottom of Page 327 

 Prayers of the People         328 

 The Peace         332 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

HOLY COMMUNION  

 The Great Thanksgiving 

 Eucharistic Prayer I        333 

S112 Sursum Corda         

S113 Sanctus 

 The Lord’s Prayer        336 

 Breaking of the Bread        337 

S157 Agnus Dei 

 Communion Hymns: 

675  “’Take up your cross’ the Savior said” 

495  “Hail, thou once despised Jesus” 

 Post Communion Hymn  “O Christ the same”     Insert 

 Post Communion Prayer       339 

 Blessing                            

598 Recessional:  “Lord Christ when first thou cam’st to earth” 

 Dismissal 

 

Second Sunday in Lent                          MARCH 17, 2019 
 
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 

Lector  8:00 AM                  Peter Quigley 

LEM 8:00 AM         Richard Woods 

Altar Guild 8:00 AM       Mary Storey, Betty Carino 

Ushers 8:00 AM             Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine, Peter Quigley 

Lector 10:00 AM             Bernice Neuman 

LEMs  10:00 AM             Lillian Fink, Bill Bodine 

Altar Guild 10:00 AM            Glenda Roedell, Barbara Lavinio 

Ushers 10:00 AM             Joe Orsita, Laura Gural 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF                                           March 17, 2019– March 23, 2019 

 

Today     Holy Eucharist              8:00 & 10:00 am 

                AA Meeting                                                                                    8:00 pm 

Monday             Office Open                 9:00 am-2:00 pm
      

Tuesday           

 

Wednesday     Closed AA Meeting                                                   3:00 pm 

                              

Thursday           Healing Service       10:00 am 

                          Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm 

  

Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                   9:30 am 

Saturday            AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 

    AA Meeting         8:00 pm                                                          
  

        Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship.   

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at 
our Lord’s Table, regardless of your church affiliation.  We en-
courage you to share with us in this sacrament. 
 



. 
 
 
 

 

                                                                    
 
 
 
                             

 

 

 

 
 

Lenten Schedule 2019 

Mondays: 

1:00 pm—Study on “Discipleship” 

5:00 pm—Soup Supper served until compline is 

        over 

5:30 pm—Study on “Discipleship” 

6:30 pm—Evening Prayer    

Wednesdays: 

5:00 pm—Praying the Rosary  

        (Traditional and Anglican) 

6:00 pm—Evening Prayer 

Thursdays:    

10:00 am—Healing service with communion 

Fridays: 

6:00 pm—Stations of the cross followed occasionally by Benediction in the church 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that 

there may be food in  my house. And thereby 

put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I 

will not open the windows of heaven for you 

and pour down for you a blessing until there is 

no more need.” 

Malachi 3:10 

Way of Saint Paul 

We set aside pride, God gives us more grace; 

that is why the scripture says, 

“God opposes the proud but shows favor 

to the humble. Submit yourselves then, 

to God. Resist the devil and he will flee 

from you” 

 

        James 4:6-7 

 

Second Sunday in Lent                March 17, 2019 
 
Collect of the Day 
 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have 
gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and 
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, 
Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

First Reading                        Genesis 15:1-12,17-18 

 

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, 
“O Lord God, what wilt thou give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of 
my house is Elie′zer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, thou hast giv-
en me no offspring; and a slave born in my house will be my heir.” And be-
hold, the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; 
your own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and said, 
“Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed 
the Lord; and he reckoned it to him as righteousness. And he said to him, “I 
am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chalde′ans, to give you this 
land to possess.”  But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall 
possess it?” He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a she-goat 
three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”  And 
he brought him all these, cut them in two, and laid each half over against the 
other; but he did not cut the birds in two.  And when birds of prey came down 
upon the carcasses, Abram drove them away. As the sun was going down, a 
deep sleep fell on Abram; and lo, a dread and great darkness fell upon him. 

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and 
a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the 
river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphra′tes.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMheDcodLMAhVBHT4KHX1sDicQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.danasokd.top%2Fmusical-stage-clip-art%2F&bvm=bv.121658157,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEn0_sG-dyyn6v1Hp28Q1e9tYKrUw&ust=1


Psalm 27 

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom then shall I fear? * 
the Lord is the strength of my life; 
of whom then shall I be afraid? 

2 When evildoers came upon me to eat up my 
flesh, * 
it was they, my foes and my adversaries, 
who  
stumbled and fell. 

3 Though an army should encamp against me, 
* 
yet my heart shall not be afraid; 

4 And though war should rise up against me, * 
yet will I put my trust in him. 

5 One thing have I asked of the Lord; 
one thing I seek; * 
that I may dwell in the house of 
the Lord all the days of my life; 

6 To behold the fair beauty of the Lord * 
and to seek him in his temple. 

7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me 
safe  
in his shelter; * 
he shall hide me in the secrecy of his 
dwelling 
and set me high upon a rock. 

8 Even now he lifts up my head * 
above my enemies round about me. 

9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an ob-
lation with sounds of great gladness; * 
I will sing and make music to the Lord. 
Your face, Lord, will I seek. 

 

 

 

 

10 Hearken to my voice, 
O Lord, when I call; * 
have mercy on me and 
answer me. 

     11You speak in my heart 
and say, "Seek my 
face." * 

12 Hide not your face from 
me, * 
nor turn away your serv-
ant in displeasure. 

13 You have been my helper;  
cast me not away; * 
do not forsake me, O 
God of my salvation. 

14 Though my father and my 
mother forsake me, * 
the Lord will sustain 
me. 

15 Show me your way, 
O Lord; * 
lead me on a level path, 
because of my enemies. 

16 Deliver me not into the 
hand of my adver-
saries,*  
for false witnesses have 
risen up against me,  
and also those who 
speak malice. 

17 What if I had not believed 
that I should see the 
goodness of the Lord * 
in the land of the living! 

    18 O tarry and await the Lord's   

 pleasure; 
 be strong, and he shall comfort 

 your heart; * 
 wait patiently for the Lord. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
HEALING SERVICE Thursday 10:00 am 
CHOIR PRACTICE:  Thursdays 2:00 pm 
ORDER OF ST. LUKE:  2nd Thursday of each month  
after Healing Service 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND:  Fridays 9:30 am 
 

 

CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups and 
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Spring/Summer 
clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing  
buttons, tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our 
parking lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other items. 
We are very appreciative of your kind donations to, and purchases 
from, this fundraising project. 
 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is an 
URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00a.m. ser-
vice.  Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of 
additional members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  
group of parishioners who will pray for any who are in 
need.  If you are interested or would like further infor-
mation, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for 
details.  Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer 
Chain, your name or the names of family, neighbors, or  
friends who would like prayers for healing, comfort, or 
any other purpose. 

 
 

 
CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  JoAnn Smithson is the 
Congregational Coordinator for Care Givers Volunteers here at St. 
Stephen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in the Office to put in 
your hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-0821. 
 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use the basket on the back table.

March Bowling Events 

Parish Open Bowl—Saturday, March 30, 2019 @ 5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

King of the Hill—Sunday, March 31, 2019 @ 6:30 p.m. 

For any questions, please see Bill Bodine 

We’ll see you at the lanes! 

 

 

 

 
EASTER FLOWER OFFERING  

 

A reminder: The deadline for Easter Flower offerings is Sunday APRIL 7th! 

Easter Sunday is April 21st.  

This is a time when we especially want to remember our loved ones and friends who 
have died or to express thanksgiving for someone’s kindness and love. 

Easter Flower envelopes will be in the April issue of the Chapel Chimes, in the pews, 
and the Narthex. Theses envelopes can, with the appropriate information, be placed in 
the offering plate or mailed to the church office. Please write clearly and include: “In               

  Memory of…” or “In Thanksgiving for…” 

Thank-you! 

Valerie Thompson, 

Altar Guild Chair 

Second Reading                              Philippians 3:17-4:1      

Brethren, join in imitating me, and mark those who so live as you have an ex-

ample in us. For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even 

with tears, live as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction, 

their god is the belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly 

things. But our commonwealth is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who will change our lowly body to be like his glorious 

body, by the power which enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

Therefore, my brethren, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand 

firm thus in the Lord, my beloved. 

Holy Gospel                            Luke 13:31-35 

At that very hour some Pharisees came, and said to him, “Get away from here, 

for Herod wants to kill you.” And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, 

‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the 

third day I finish my course. Nevertheless I must go on my way today and to-

morrow and the day following; for it cannot be that a prophet should perish 

away from Jerusalem.’ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the prophets and ston-

ing those who are sent to you! How often would I have gathered your children 

together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not! Be-

hold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me until you say, 

‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’”  



  
 
 

 Today the liturgy gives us the account of the covenant between God and the first 

person of faith: Abraham. There are two parts to this covenant: God’s promise and 

Abraham’s faith. Abraham’s faith becomes the model for us who have been brought 

into covenant with God in baptism.  

  

The Gospel reading today tells of Jesus being warned that he is in danger of being 

killed. He responds by again foretelling his own death and resurrection, the three 

days in which he will complete his work. Jesus then laments his rejection by the 

leaders in Jerusalem because he wishes fervently that no one be lost and that he may 

gather everyone to himself.  

  

The second reading today is concerned with contrasting those who do not live within 

the covenant and those who do. It reminds us that the self-denial and fasting of Lent 

are not ends in themselves and certainly are not meant to imply that pleasure is 

wrong. They lead us on toward the discovery that true joy and pleasure always come 

from God and always point us to the resurrection of our earthly life and desires, 

which is God’s ultimate aim for us.  

  

As we draw nearer to Easter and the renewal of our baptismal commitment, and as 

we pray for those who will be baptized then, the liturgy of Lent takes us ever deeper 

into the mystery of our redemption. Faith and repentance are our response to the 

redemption that began to be worked out in Abraham’s day, was fulfilled in Jesus’ 

dying and rising, and is renewed in us in baptism and Eucharist.  

  

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Announcements                               March 17, 2019 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament: 

Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with those who have 
been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer . 
 

   
                  ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each month at     9:30 am 
Arista-Care   1st Monday of each month at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month at  2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month at   2:00 pm 
 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God  

In Memory of  

John Dewland 

By daughter Joy 

    
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God 

Sans Memorial 


