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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the 

podium in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have 

you at St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the 

Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

Greta Pearl for prayer requests: 732-350-7584 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Dottie Kaster, Rector’s Warden at 732-647-5065 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



SECOND SUNDAY IN EASTER                                      APRIL 28, 2019 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II         8 am & 10 am     
Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 

208 Processional Hymn: “Alleluia! The strife is o’er” 

 Patriotic Hymn:  717 V4 

 Easter Acclamation        355 

S280 Gloria 

 Collect of the Day        Insert  

 First Lesson:  Acts of the Apostles 5:27-32     Insert 

 Psalm 118         Insert 

 Second Lesson:  Revelation 1:4-8      Insert 

 Gradual:  “Word of God, Speak”      Insert 

 Gospel:  John 20:19-31       Insert 

 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

 The Nicene Creed        358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI       392 

 Confession and Absolution       393 

 The Peace 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

HOLY COMMUNION  

 The Great Thanksgiving 

 Eucharistic Prayer B        367 

S120 Sursum Corda 

S125 Sanctus 

S136 Memorial Acclamation       368 

 The Lord’s Prayer        364 

 Breaking of the Bread  

S152 Fraction Anthem 

 Communion Hymns: 

195   “Jesus lives! thy terrors now” 

178  “Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks” 

307 Post Communion Hymn  “Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendor” 

 Post Communion Prayer       365 

 Blessing                            

191 Recessional:  “Alleluia, alleluia! Hearts and voices heavenward raise” 

 Dismissal 

Second Sunday in Easter                  APRIL 28, 2019 
 
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 

Lector  8:00 AM                  Peter Quigley 

LEM 8:00 AM         Jo Ann Smithson 

Altar Guild 8:00 AM       Mary Storey, Betty Carino 

Ushers 8:00 AM             Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine, Peter Quigley 

Lector 10:00 AM            Lillian Fink 

LEMs  10:00 AM             Richard Woods, Susan Clarke 

Altar Guild 10:00 AM            Margaret Poper, Barbara Lavinio 

Ushers 10:00 AM             Bob Axon, Jim Mason 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF                                                  April 28, 2019– May 5, 2019 

 

Today     Holy Eucharist              8:00 & 10:00 am 

                AA Meeting                                                                                    8:00 pm 

Monday             Office Open         
                    

Tuesday           

 

Wednesday     Closed AA Meeting                                                   3:00 pm 

                              

Thursday           Healing Service       10:00 am 

                          Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm 

  

Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                   9:30 am 

Saturday            AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 

    AA Meeting         8:00 pm                                                          
  

        Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship.   

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion 
at our Lord’s Table, regardless of your church affiliation.  We 
encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 
 



 

 

 

 
 

24th Annual  

Blessing of the Bikes 

Sunday, May 5th 2019 

From 12—4 pm Rain or Shine  

 

 

OSL Healing Mission 

Our OSL Healing mission will be held on Saturday, May 4, 2019 @ 

Christ Church in Toms River from 

8 AM—3PM 

The main speaker is the Rev. JoEllen Werthman—Her message will be  

“The Power of Resurrection” 

We will be treated to praise music by  

“Celebrate” 

The registration fee is $10.00 per person and it includes breakfast and lunch. 

Flyers will be in the Narthex or you can register on the day.  For any questions,  

please contact Stefanie Rotsaert at (732) 350-2904 

 

Donation $ 15.00 per 

person 

Children under 10 

No charge! 

Pork BBQ and Non-

alcoholic beverages 

included! 

 

Performance by: 

“Simply Three” 

Second Sunday in Easter                          April 28, 2019 
Collect of the Day 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the 

new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the 

fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by 

their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

First Reading      Acts of the Apostles 5:27-32 

 

And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the 

high priest questioned them, saying, "We strictly charged you not to teach in 

this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you 

intend to bring this man's blood upon us." But Peter and the apostles an-

swered, "We must obey God rather than men. The God of our fathers raised 

Jesus whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his 

right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness 

of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit 

whom God has given to those who obey him." 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMheDcodLMAhVBHT4KHX1sDicQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.danasokd.top%2Fmusical-stage-clip-art%2F&bvm=bv.121658157,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEn0_sG-dyyn6v1Hp28Q1e9tYKrUw&ust=1


Psalm 118 
 

14  The LORD is my strength and my song, * 
 and he has become my salvation.  

15  There is a sound of exultation and victory * 
 in the tents of the righteous:  

16  "The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! * 
 the right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
 the right hand of the LORD has triumphed!"  

17  I shall not die, but live, * 
 and declare the works of the LORD.  

18  The LORD has punished me sorely, * 
 but he did not hand me over to death.  

19  Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
 I will enter them; 
 I will offer thanks to the LORD.  

20  "This is the gate of the LORD; * 
 he who is righteous may enter."  

21  I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
 and have become my salvation.  

22  The same stone which the builders rejected * 
 has become the chief cornerstone.  

23  This is the LORD'S doing, * 
 and it is marvelous in our eyes.  

24  On this day the LORD has acted; * 
 we will rejoice and be glad in it.  

25  Hosannah, LORD, hosannah! * 
 LORD, send us now success.  

26  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; * 
 we bless you from the house of the LORD.  

27  God is the LORD; he has shined upon us; * 
 form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar.  

28  "You are my God, and I will thank you; * 
 you are my God, and I will exalt you."  

29  Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 
 his mercy endures for ever.  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
HEALING SERVICE Thursday 10:00 am 
CHOIR PRACTICE:  Thursdays 2:00 pm 
ORDER OF ST. LUKE:  2nd Thursday of each month  
after Healing Service 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND:  Fridays 9:30 am 
 
 

CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups and 
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Spring/
Summer clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing  
buttons, tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our 
parking lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other items. 
We are very appreciative of your kind donations to, and purchases from, 
this fundraising project. 
 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is an 
URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00a.m. ser-
vice.  Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of 
additional members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  
group of parishioners who will pray for any who are in 
need.  If you are interested or would like further infor-
mation, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for 
details.  Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer 
Chain, your name or the names of family, neighbors, or  
friends who would like prayers for healing, comfort, or 
any other purpose. 

 
 

 
CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  JoAnn Smithson is the Con-
gregational Coordinator for Care Givers Volunteers here at St. Ste-
phen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in the Office to put in your 
hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-0821. 
 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are also 
available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal font if 
you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an en-
dowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use the basket on the back table.

. 
 
 
 

 

                                                                   
 
 
 
                             

 
    Altar Guild Happenings 

The St. Stephens Altar Guild is again having a ge-

ranium plant sale as a fund-raiser to help defray 
the cost of much needed linens, altar wine and wa-
fers.  Order forms will be available following both 

services from Sunday April 28 through May 
12.  Plants will be available for pick up at the 

Church by May 19 -- in time for Memorial Day 

displays.  Thank you for your support of the Altar 
Guild in this fund-raiser. 

   Submitted by Val Thompson,  

       

 STEWARDSHIP 

And the congregation of those who believed 

were of one heart and soul; and not one of them 

claimed that anything belonging to him was his 

own, but all things were common property to 

them. And with great power the apostles were 

giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all. 

 

 Acts 4:32 

 

 Way of Saint Paul 

Lovingly submitted by Lillian Fink 

“Holy Spirit, help me live one day at a time so 

that I may meet each day’s challenges with 

grace, courage and hope. Shelter me from the 

fears of the future and the anguish of the past. 

Keep my mind and heart focused on the pre-

sent, where the true gift of happiness and heal-

ing is to be found. 

Amen 

  

Second Reading                               Revelation 1:4-8 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and 

who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and 

from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of kings on 

earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a king-

dom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, every one who pierced 

him; and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. "I am the Alpha 

and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Al-

mighty. 

Holy Gospel       John 20:19-31 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the disci-

ples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, "Peace 

be with you." When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the dis-

ciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As 

the Father has sent me, even so I send you." And when he had said this, he breathed on 

them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." Now Thomas, one of the twelve, 

called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We 

have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see in his hands the print of the nails, 

and place my finger in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in his side, I will not be-

lieve." Eight days later, his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

The doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and said, "Peace be with you." 

Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, 

and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but believing." Thomas answered him, "My 

Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe." Now Jesus did many other signs in 

the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that 

you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have 

life in his name. 

      



  
 
 
 
 Today we begin the second of the seven weeks of our celebration of Christ’s 

resurrection. This Sunday is always the time we hear the story of Jesus’ appearance to his 

disciples on Easter Day and then again on the following Sunday when Thomas (who had 

been absent the previous week) refused to believe them unless he saw the Lord with his 

own eyes and touched the scars from his crucifixion. 

 

 This account is packed with the signs of resurrection that still find expression in the 

liturgy and the life of the church. The Lord’s greeting, “Peace be with you,” is characteristic 

of most of his risen appearances. The gospel writers’ care in noting that these appearances 

were on the first day of the week reflects the early Church’s decision to move the day of 

worship to Sunday. Not only do the apostles see the risen Lord but also he gives the Holy 

Spirit to them, marking Sunday as the Spirit’s day. Above all, he passes on to them the 

power he received from his Father: the authority to forgive sins. 

 

 The other readings today are two different sorts of witness to the meaning of the 

resurrection: the first, from Acts, is Peter’s sermon about the resurrection when he is on trial 

before the council after being arrested for the very same sort of preaching he does here. 

John’s vision of the last days, in the Book of Revelation, begins with the salutation from the 

risen Lord who has made us his royal priesthood and the servants of God. 

 

 Our celebration of Christ’s victory over sin and death has only begun. Week after 

week, we will explore more deeply our new life as the baptized people of God. Week after 

week, the Lord will reveal himself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

  

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Announcements                                 April 28, 2019 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament: 

Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with those who have 
been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer . 

  ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 

The Pines   1st Sunday of each month  at 9:30 am 

Arista-Care   1st Monday of each month  at 2:00 pm 

The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month at 2:00 pm 

The Pines   3rd Monday of each month  at 2:00 pm 

 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God  

In Memory of Charles Rotsaert 

By daughter Stefanie 

    
 

  

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God 

In honor of the birthday of Fred Spieth 

By his wife, Janet and the family 

 


