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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the 

podium in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have 

you at St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the 

Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

Greta Pearl for prayer requests: 732-350-7584 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Carl Laursen, Rector’s Warden at 732-350-1259 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST-PROPER 7                           JUNE 23, 2019 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II               8 am & 10 am     

Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 
 Patriotic Hymn:  717 V4 
686 Processional Hymn: ”Come, thou fount of every blessing” 
 Open Acclamation        299 
 Collect of the Day        Insert  
 First Lesson:  Book of Isaiah 65:1-9      Insert 
 Psalm 22         Insert 
 Second Lesson:  Letter to the Galatians 3:23-29    Insert 
 Gradual:  “Word of God, Speak”      Insert 
 Gospel:  Luke 8:26-39        Insert 
 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 
 PRESENTATION OF THE CANIDATE 
    Examination of the Candidate 
   The Baptismal Covenant 
   Prayers for the Candidate 
   Thanksgiving over the Water 
 THE BAPTISM 
    Welcoming the newly Baptized 
    The Peace 
    Announcements 
    Offertory Anthem 
    Doxology: “All things come of thee O Lord”    
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

  

 The Great Thanksgiving 
 Eucharistic Prayer A        361 
S120 Sursum Corda 
S125 Sanctus 
S136 Memorial Acclamation        368 
 The Lord’s Prayer        364 
 Breaking of the Bread  
S152 Fraction Anthem 
 Communion Hymns: 
652  “Dear Lord and Father of mankind” 
658  “As longs the deer for cooling streams” 
587 Post Communion Hymn  “Our Father, by whose name” 
 Post Communion Prayer       365 
 Blessing                            
388 Recessional:  “O worship the King, all glorious above” 
 Dismissal 

Second Sunday After Pentecost                        JUNE 23, 2019 
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 

 

Lector  8:00 AM                  Shrene Delucia 

LEM 8:00 AM         Jo Ann Smithson 

Altar Guild 8:00 AM       Mary Storey, Betty Carino, Debbie Fisher 

Ushers 8:00 AM             Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine, Peter Quigley 

Lector 10:00 AM           Amanda Rutkowski 

LEMs  10:00 AM             Richard Woods, Susan Clarke 

Altar Guild 10:00 AM            Pat Russo, Glenda Roedell 

Ushers 10:00 AM             Bob Axon, Jim Mason 

 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF                                                 June 23, 2019– June 29, 2019 

 

Today    Holy Eucharist              8:00 & 10:00 am 

               AA Meeting                                                                                    8:00 pm 

Monday             Office Open                       9:00 am—2:00 pm
  

Tuesday   AA Meeting                             2:00 pm
                     

Wednesday     Closed AA Meeting                                                   3:00 pm 

                              

Thursday           Healing Service       10:00 am 

    Choir Practice (resumes in the Fall)                                                  2:00 pm 

 Friday               Pineland Symphonic Band                                                   9:30 am 

 

Saturday            AA Meeting         8:00 pm                                                          
  

        

  Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee 
hour after worship.   

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Commun-
ion at our Lord’s Table, regardless of your church affiliation.  
We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 



. 
 
 
 

 

                                                                    
 
 
 
                             

 

 

 

 
 

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Annual Bluegrass & Blueberry Social 

Will be held on Saturday, 

July 20th at 1 PM 

Tickets are 7.00 for adults—3.00 for children 

under 12 

 

Happenings around our church…. 

 

 

 

 

Parish Open Bowl is on Saturday, June 29th 

from 5:30-7:30pm at Playdrome Lanes-Toms 

River. Cost is $10 pp including shoes. You 

don't have to be a bowler to join us! On Sun-

day, June 30th, we'll have our monthly King of 

the Hill Tournament at 6:30pm at the lanes! 

 

From the Stewardship committee…  

Our next Stewardship meeting will be on  

SUNDAY, July 14th following the 10 AM service. 

We welcome all to join us! 

We will be discussing exciting things coming up this 

Fall. 

Second Sunday After Pentecost   June 23, 2019 
Proper 7      
 
Collect of the Day 
O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for 

you never fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure 

foundation of your loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 First Reading       Book of Isaiah 65:1-9 

I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for me; I was ready to be 

found by those who did not seek me. I said, "Here am I, here am I," to a na-

tion that did not call on my name. I spread out my hands all the day to a rebel-

lious people, who walk in a way that is not good, following their own devices; 

a people who provoke me to my face continually, sacrificing in gardens and 

burning incense upon bricks; who sit in tombs, and spend the night in secret 

places; who eat swine's flesh, and broth of abominable things is in their ves-

sels; who say, "Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am set apart from 

you." These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all the day. Behold, it 

is written before me: "I will not keep silent, but I will repay, yea, I will repay 

into their bosom their iniquities and their fathers' iniquities together, says the 

LORD; because they burned incense upon the mountains and reviled me upon 

the hills, I will measure into their bosom payment for their former doings." 

Thus says the LORD: "As the wine is found in the cluster, and they say, 'Do 

not destroy it, for there is a blessing in it,' so I will do for my servants' sake, 

and not destroy them all. I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, and from 

Judah inheritors of my mountains; my chosen shall inherit it, and my servants 

shall dwell there. 
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Psalm 22 

 

18  Be not far away, O LORD; * 

you are my strength; hasten to help me.  

19  Save me from the sword, * 

my life from the power of the dog.  

20  Save me from the lion's mouth, * 

my wretched body from the horns of wild bulls.  

21  I will declare your Name to my brethren; * 

in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.  

22  Praise the LORD, you that fear him; * 

stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; 

all you of Jacob's line, give glory.  

23  For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 

neither does he hide his face from them; * 

but when they cry to him he hears them.  

24  My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.  

25  The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 

"May your heart live for ever!"  

26  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * 

and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.  

27  For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 

he rules over the nations.  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
HEALING SERVICE Thursday 10:00 am 
CHOIR PRACTICE:  Thursdays 2:00 pm 
ORDER OF ST. LUKE:  2nd Thursday of each month  
after Healing Service 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND:  Fridays 9:30 am 
 
 

CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups and 
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Spring/Summer 
clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing  
buttons, tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our 
parking lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other items. 
We are very appreciative of your kind donations to, and purchases from, 
this fundraising project. 
 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is an 
URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00a.m. ser-
vice.  Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of 
additional members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  
group of parishioners who will pray for any who are in 
need.  If you are interested or would like further infor-
mation, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for 
details.  Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer 
Chain, your name or the names of family, neighbors, or  
friends who would like prayers for healing, comfort, or 
any other purpose. 

 
 

 
CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  JoAnn Smithson is the Con-
gregational Coordinator for Care Givers Volunteers here at St. Ste-
phen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in the Office to put in your 
hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-0821. 
 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are also 
available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal font if 
you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an en-
dowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use the basket on the back table.

  

 

   

 

 

 

 STEWARDSHIP 

“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will 

also reap sparingly, and whoever shows bounti-

fully, will also reap bountifully. Each one must 

give as he has decided in his heart, not reluc-

tantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver.” 

1 Corinthians 9:6-7 

 

 

 Way of Saint Paul 

Submitted by Lillian Fink 

Part of God’s community 

 “Through the darkest days, God walks be-

side me and will never leave me. His pres-

ence comforts me and gives me the courage 

to keep going no matter what the circum-

stances are”   

  

MEMORIALS   

In Honor of: 

George Frey 

Amely Patricia Elliott 

Joseph Nutry 

Joseph Nutry 

Joseph Nutry 

Donor: 

A. Fives 

Mary R. Potter 

Stephanie & Dan Loeper 

Galen Preble 

Mark & Kathleen McGovern 

Second Reading            Letter to the Galatians 3:23-29 

Now before faith came, we were confined under the law, kept under restraint until faith 

should be revealed. So that the law was our custodian until Christ came, that we might be 

justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a custodian; for in 

Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized 

into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 

free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are 

Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. 

 

Holy Gospel        Luke 8:26-39 

Then they arrived at the country of the Ger'asenes, which is opposite Galilee. And as he 

stepped out on land, there met him a man from the city who had demons; for a long time he 

had worn no clothes, and he lived not in a house but among the tombs. When he saw Jesus, 

he cried out and fell down before him, and said with a loud voice, "What have you to do 

with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beseech you, do not torment me." For he had 

commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many a time it had seized him; 

he was kept under guard, and bound with chains and fetters, but he broke the bonds and was 

driven by the demon into the desert.) Jesus then asked him, "What is your name?" And he 

said, "Legion"; for many demons had entered him. And they begged him not to command 

them to depart into the abyss. Now a large herd of swine was feeding there on the hillside; 

and they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them leave. Then the demons came 

out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake 

and were drowned. When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled, and told it in the 

city and in the country. Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to 

Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, 

clothed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. And those who had seen it told them 

how he who had been possessed with demons was healed. Then all the people of the sur-

rounding country of the Ger'asenes asked him to depart from them; for they were seized 

with great fear; so he got into the boat and returned. The man from whom the demons had 

gone begged that he might be with him; but he sent him away, saying, "Return to your 

home, and declare how much God has done for you." And he went away, proclaiming 

throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him. 

        



  
 
 

 

 The liturgy today has as its central sign God’s power to save and restore human 

beings to wholeness. The gospel reading is about the man possessed by a legion of demons. 

The man had been abandoned by his neighbors. Jesus has compassion and drives out the 

demons, restoring the man to his right mind and to his community. 

 

 The first reading, from Isaiah, comes from a time when the people had become 

unfaithful. Rather than obeying God’s Law, they were following the religious customs of 

pagans. God’s compassion will nonetheless be shown. He will not destroy all of Israel but 

will save and restore a remnant of the people. 

 

 Today’s reading from the epistle to the Galatians is a continuation of Paul’s teaching 

concerning salvation by faith. It is that faith which brings us into a living relationship with 

God. That relationship transcends all human distinctions. No one is outside God’s family. 

The sign and meaning of that relationship is baptism, the sacrament in which we are 

adopted as God’s children and in which we are united with Jesus in his dying and rising. 

 

 The liturgy of the Eucharist brings us together as those who in baptism have “put on 

Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male 

nor female,” for in this liturgy we are all one in Christ Jesus. God does not reject those who 

are far from God, not even those who are living in disobedience. As Christ healed the 

demoniac and God forgave the unfaithful of Israel, so the divine compassion is operative in 

our lives today. 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Announcements                                  June 23, 2019 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament: 

Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with those who have 
been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer . 

     ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 

 

The Pines               1st Sunday of each month  at 9:30 am 

Arista-Care               1st Monday of each month  at 2:00 pm 

The Arbors               2nd Monday of each month at 2:00 pm 

The Pines               3rd Monday of each month  at 2:00 pm 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God   

In Memory of Lutigardis Rotsaert 

By her daughter Stefanie 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God   

In memory of Lewis Gaskill from his daughter Sandra Gaskill 

And 

In Memory of Lutigardis Rotsaert by her daughters 

Stefanie Rotsaert and Claire Wolpert 


