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 In the last several weeks we have 
enjoyed a number of                    
improvements to our worship and 
fellowship here at St. Stephen’s. 
Singing has returned to our 10:15 
worship. Coffee Hour has been  
revived. Outside groups are once 
again using our facilities, and we 
have returned to several of our 
most enjoyable fundraising        
activities. However, there is still 
the feeling that things are not 
where they aught to be. Those    
feelings are reflected in Psalm 13. 
“1 How long, O Lord? will you 
forget me forever? * how long 
will you hide your face from me? 
2 How long shall I have            
perplexity in my mind, and grief 
in my heart, day after day? * how 
long shall my enemy triumph 
over me?”  What is it that makes 
us feel that God isn’t taking care 
of our needs? 

The most obvious is that the     
worship attendance is still behind 
where it was before Covid 19     
began. Is it just us? Is there     
something we didn’t do? These       
questions have been floating in 
our minds. They were in the mind 
of our treasurer Gerri Vergona 
and that moved her to do some 
research on the subject. After 
looking into a Church Trends 
publication she found that we are 
not alone in our situation.  

          

In fact there are common concerns 
across most denominations and in 
all of our diocesan parishes and          
missions. As to the specific issue of 
attendance, Church Trends points 
out several contributing factors to 
the problem. First, is that the       
pandemic caused church members 
to isolate. This limited our ability to 
stay in touch to a great extent. It is 
hard to have fellowship in isolation. 
Second, is that people have moved 
(particularly the elderly) to be    
closer to family, even to other 
states. Third, is that fear of the virus 
has  exacerbated a reluctance to re-
turn to worship. In fact, across                  
denominations 17-25% of the      
worship community will likely not 
return. Of all churches that have    
reopened average current             
attendance is approximately 35% of 
their original attendance. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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So, is there any hope of living out our mission as St. Stephen’s 
Church despite these negative influences. Psalm 13 answers the ques-
tion it opened this article with. “5 But I put my trust in your mercy; * 
my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 6 I will sing to the 
Lord, for he has dealt with me richly; * I will praise the Name of the 
Lord Most High. God has not left us hopeless or helpless. Rather he 
encourages us to put our trust in him and move forward toward re-
storing the strength and effectiveness of our parish ministries in this 
place. 

How? You might ask. Primarily, there are two areas to address. The 
first is to reduce the isolation factor. Go out and visit those who have 
been “missing in action.” A phone call is helpful, but visiting some-
one in their home is a strong way to show your caring and neutralize 
the isolation factor. Maybe you could offer transportation to church 
services to those who don’t drive. If there is still a reluctance to being 
in crowds, you might offer to help folks get “connected” with our 
online services as a step in the right direction of community worship. 

The second area is stewardship. We need to facilitate ways to allow 
folks to contribute to the financial support of the ministries of our 
parish. This means to establish a functional stewardship program that 
reaches all our members regardless of how they worship with us (in 
person or on Zoom). It also means that we need to find new ways to 
offer opportunities for everyone to share financially in the ministries 
of our parish. This means investigating ways to offer contributions 
through Credit cards, payment systems on our web site, and such 
things. 

The most important thing to remember as we address each of the is-
sues effecting our parish family is that we are not alone. All the other 
churches are having similar issues. More important than that is that 
God is with us throughout our trials and will give us the strength, wis-
dom, and energy to meet our challenges one by one as we follow Him 
together. 

Putting our trust in His Mercy, 

 

The Rev. Paul Van Sant  Sr. M. Div., Th. M. 
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Music    
        Notes (Revisited) 

 

 

 September is a new beginning for children heading off to school and a new beginning here at St. Stephen’s.  

We are so very excited to be able to go back to our normal form of worship.  We will be processing and re-

cessing.  The choir will be singing.  We will be singing and chanting throughout the service.  The Lord is 

good.  He has brought us through the tough times and we are looking forward to the beauty that we know and 

love so much.  

I just wanted to take a moment to do some business:  

We desperately need choir members and chime choir members.  These ministries are so important to our 

church.  Please pray and ask the Lord if one of these ministries is for you.  You will need to commit to one 

rehearsal a week.  The choir sings most Sundays and the chime choir will do occasional special pieces.  If you 

sing solos or play instrument let me know.  Your musical offering would be a great blessing to your St. Ste-

phen’s family.  

The Pineland Symphony has returned to its regular practices in our building and will be performing a concert 

for us. The Pineland Symphony Concert is here at the Church on Sunday, November 21 at 2PM according to 

Stefanie. 

We will keep you informed of the date. As you know, I am the conductor for the Crestwood Chorus, a com-

munity chorus. Our rehearsals are beginning this week on Tuesday evenings at 7pm at our church. We will 

perform one concert in December and one in May at St. Stephen’s.  If you love to sing, please join us.  

Keep raising your voice in song and praise to the Lord, Jesus Christ for all that He has done for us. 

Esther,  

Music Minister                
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      BOSCOV'S FRIENDS HELPING FRIENDS 

This will be held at the store on one day only Wednesday, Octo-

ber 20 from 9AM to 11PM. Cards will be for sale each Sunday 

at $5. These cards allow you to receive substantial savings at the 

store on the day. The church receives the $5, and we are entered 

into a lottery to possibly receive money for the church in addi-

tion. Please buy a card for a friend or neighbor, and support our 

fundraiser. And of course enjoy shopping at Boscov's          



ECW News 

The Officers of ECW decided to hold regular meetings in 2022. Most fundraisers will be held in 

2022. Details will follow. 

THE WOMEN OF HONOR - This is a Diocesan event which is held every 3 years. Due to COVID, it was 

postponed from last year to this. Every ECW’s officers selects a woman that is an example to others through 

her demonstration of hard work, love and exceptional devotion to her parish, involved, and serves God with 

joy! Past recipients included: Jean Brownlie, Barbara Lyons, Stefanie Rotsaert, Greta Pearl, Dolores Ropes, 

Krupa Abbott, and this year’s recipient will be Mary Storey. Mary is the Secretary of ECW, Sunshine Chair, 

an usher, Altar Guild Member, Lector, and more. This will be a zoom event on Saturday, October 16 at 10AM. 

The National ECW President, our Diocesan ECW President, the Province ECW President, and our Province II 

representative to the National Board, as well as Bishop Chip will be honoring the women that have been nomi-

nated and share their thoughts as well. Contact Steve Welsh, Diocesan Communication Director to join us 

with a zoom link https://bit.ly/WomenofHonor.   

CROPWALK - St. Stephen’s will be hosting this annual event on Sunday, October 17 at 2PM. “We walk so 

others can eat.” Some of the $ collected to sponsor our walkers will be returning to “Our Daily Bread” after 

the event. We will be walking through Cedar Glen Lakes, or our parking lot, or inside our Parish House de-

pending on your desire and interest in walking. Helpers will sign in people, and refreshments will be served.  

Thank you in advance for your support. 

WE COLLECT the following items: ECW - card fronts (not Disney, American 

Greeting cards or Hallmark cards), pop-tops, cancelled stamps,  The box tops for 

kids program needs to be done by you with your receipt and computer. Campbell’s 

no longer has labels. Toiletries are still accepted. 

ALTAR GUILD - empty clean coffee cans – small 1 lb. variety. 

EMPTY CARTRIDGES FROM YOUR PRINTER - any brand 

Hand these items to Stefanie or put them on her desk. 

 

Stefanie Rotsaert, 

ECW President 

             

 ORDER OF ST. LUKE 

The Order of St. Luke Healing Ministry will return on the second Thursday of each month,            

including, October 14, November 11, and December 9, 2021.With the return of OSL, healing      

prayers will be more available to people, our studies, and readings will continue, and we can plan 

our next Healing Mission for 2022. There are so many items to share!                                    

We are also looking forward to installing our newest members: Carol Zagorski will be inducted as a new 

member at the Healing Service on October 14. Margaret Poper will be inducted as a new member at the Quiet 

Walk zoom meeting on October 14.   

PRAYER OF THE ORDER OF ST. LUKE THE PHYSICIAN 

Almighty God, who inspired Luke the Physician to set forth in the Gospel the love and healing power of Your 

son: Graciously continue in Your Church the love and power to heal, to the praise and glory of Your Name, 

through Jesus Christ, Our Lord.   

AMEN 

      4 
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DO YOU NEED PRAYER’S FOR HEALING 

  Prayers of healing have been included in our evening prayer list. Contact Stefanie at (732) 350-2904 or 

houseofpink7@gmail.com if you have any questions or need prayers. 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN  

St. Stephen’s is in need of additional members for our Prayer Chain. The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  group 

of parishioners who will pray for any who are in need. If you are interested or would like further information, 

please contact Greta Pearl at 732-350-7584 for details. Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer Chain, 

your name or the names of family, neighbors, or  friends who would like prayers for healing, comfort, or any 

other purpose. 

GRACE 
Grace. Pure grace. We all need God's grace! Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion or                

politics? Tired of living with shame, fear, or anger?  Then come home to grace. Close your eyes, lean back, 

and hear the words of your Maker to you: "Come to Me. Watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of 

grace. Keep company with me and you'll learn to live freely and lightly." (From Matthew 12:28-30). 

Grace. Unmerited favor. Overflowing grace that washes away shame! The healing ministry of Christ and 

OSL. OSL offers hope for hurting people. We provide a safe place of prayer where they can come into the 

presence of Jesus and receive the gift of His grace. As we pray, He heals our deep hurts and makes us whole. 

 

SHINE GOD'S LIGHT MORE DEEPLY AND BROADLY 

Source of all healing light, we joyfully lift our faces to You. We open wide our arms and our hearts to receive 

the warm and radiant sunshine of Your love. Pour Your light through us in a deep and intensely powerful 

way. We are Your Magnifying Glasses of Healing. Come now and focus on this person, the healing love of 

JESUS...Light of the world. Come now and shine your healing light through us so like lighthouses we carry 

Your love to our families, neighbors, churches, and healing ministries, to our OSL healing communities,     

cities, countries and all creation! May the light of Your love shine ever more broadly through our ministry of 

blessing.  

“ACOLYTE”  

Does that word conjure up the image of a 8 or 10 year old child carrying the incense boat in a procession? 
That's fair, we've certainly seen it often enough on a TV or movie screen. And when you have watched ser-

vices broadcast from the National Cathedral, such as the funeral for George H. W. Bush you saw that acolytes 
can be and often are adults. I even had a church historian tell me that in the days when Christians were still 

being persecuted, the acolytes we're the ones who delayed the soldiers, allowing the priest and congregants to 
escape. Not at all our image of a little kid in a red cassock and white cotta. Nowadays, acolytes can carry a 

cross and candles in procession, help the priest at the altar, especially helping with the offering. 

 If you are interested in this ministry, please contact Fr. Paul.                               

  Susan Clarke 
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The Altar Guild would like to acknowledge those who continued to memorialize loved ones with their dona-

tions for altar flowers and/or candles, even though we were unable to publish the memorials in a service bulle-

tin. The Guild is very grateful for these donations, and please know that prayers were offered in observance of 

the kind contributions of the following: 

Date  Given by   Flower and/or Candle Memorial 

May 16 JoAnn Smithson  “In Memory of My Sister, Pat Laursen” 

June 20 Stefanie Rotsaert  “In Memory of the Birthday of Luitgardis Rotsaert, Mother” 

                        Claire Wolpert 

July 18  Claire Wolpert   “In Honor of Stefanie Rotsaert’s Birthday” 

  Stefanie Rotsaert  “In Honor of My Birthday” 

Aug 15  Marjorie Redfern  “In Memory of My Husband, Arthur" 

Since we are, once again, distributing service leaflets at our Sunday services, we will be acknowledging all 
donations for altar flowers and candles in that publication. Anyone wishing to request a memorial or honor a 
birthday or anniversary with a donation is welcomed to contact Valerie Thompson. Also, please continue to 
add you name and memorial to the chart in the Narthex as you are able. The Guild sincerely appreciates all 
donations and we thank you for your generosity. 

In addition, the Altar Guild will be accepting memorial donations for Flowers and Decorations to beautify the 
Sanctuary for the 2021 Christmas Holiday. Envelopes for this purpose will be found in the Narthex, or you can 
contact Valerie for information on how to submit your memorial. More information will be included in the 
December Chapel Chimes. 

We encourage all interested parties to consider volunteering for the Altar Guild. Our membership has serious-
ly diminished, so your service is definitely needed and would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Valerie if 
you are interested in learning about this very rewarding service. 

                                                                                                                                                                            
Once again, MANY THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!  God Bless You. 

Valerie Thompson, Directress/Flower Chair 732-657-4510  

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Collection   

                                        
Every year, ECW sponsors Operation Christmas Child. Donors fill shoeboxes with small gifts 
and school supplies. These boxes go to needy children all over the world, including the USA. The Operation is 
a project of Samaritan’s Purse, headed by Franklin Graham. Before they are sent, the story of Jesus, in the 
child’s language, is included in each box. 
There will be a card table in the Narthex with instruction booklets and shoeboxes. Filled boxes must be re-
turned to St. Stephen’s by Sunday, November 14.  

If you have questions, please call Pat Russo,  (732) 941-4644  
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A new coffee hour sign-up sheet is available for the remainder of the year. If you would like to share fruit, 

sandwiches, quiche, baked goods, sign up and help us. Everyone is so grateful for your help. It is also nice to 

chat after the services. Any questions, contact Stefanie.  

Thank you.  
Stefanie Rotsaert (732)350-2904. 

THYROID SUPPORT GROUP 

 The THYROID SUPPORT GROUP will meet on 
Monday, October 11 at 10AM. Anyone that has a 
thyroid problem, facing surgery, wanting, or    
needing information, or just curious is                
welcome. Speakers will join us whenever they are 
available. We learn and support each other by    
sharing information, books, articles, and our 
knowledge. The Facilitator is Stefanie Rotsaert.   

Any questions, contact her at (732) 350-2904 

WHITING GARDEN CLUB  

 The WHITING GARDEN CLUB will return on 
Wednesday, October 6 at 10AM. Our speaker will 
be Edie Hindermann. She is a well-known          
photographer. Her beautiful and inspirational       
collection of Wildflowers on DVD will be shared. 
There are no dues or minutes. contact Cindy Sims, 
Fran Reeve, or Stefanie Rotsaert for more            
details. We are looking forward to seeing you 
there. Bring a friend. 

Announcements  

A BABY IS COMING! 
On October 10, after the 10:15AM Service, join us at Coffee Hour 
to celebrate Anna and Joe Albanese and their baby to be. for a 
"baby shower", Gifts are optional. 

PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND CONCERT  
Come and join us at 2PM on Sunday, November 21 to hear the wonderful music and perhaps share some     
holiday tunes from this fabulous musical group. Tickets are $8 each. They may be purchased in advance or at 
the door. Enjoy delicious homemade refreshments from our fabulous bakers too! See Stefanie or call the     
office for a ticket or two. Invite a friend to join us.  
All are welcome! 

 
 
 

FROM THE VESTRY 
St. Stephen's recently held a Parish Meeting for the purpose of electing 6 delegates to our Atlantic              
Convocation Meeting where a representative will be elected to serve on the Committee to Elect a new Bishop. 
Sheleigh Bluni, Bill Bodine, Linda Chiapetta, Kay Karlick, Peter Quigley and Susan Quigley will join the 
zoom meeting with Fr. Paul on October 24 for the above stated purpose.   
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Special Thanks     

 DIGNIFIED JUNQUE  
 

Thank you to all the wonderful helpers, Scouts and Leaders, and Tom O'Brien, our Sexton, for all the hours of 
work that went into our successful day on a beautiful, sunny Saturday September 4. So far, our profit to the 
church is $3200! Thank you to all that shared their wonderful items as well.   
Stefanie Rotsaert, Chair 

FROM THE TREASURER’S DESK 
 
First, thank you Gerianne for your ongoing help. Those shoes will be a challenge to fill!   

As I begin my venture as your Treasurer, I’m looking forward to meeting and getting to know you. I trust 
you’ll be patient as I learn names. By way of introduction, following is a little bit about my background. 

While I don’t have a long history as a member at St. Stephen’s, I am a life-long Episcopalian. I met Fr. Paul 
when he visited my home during the “shutdown”. His humor and accessibility impressed me. After the           
re-opening, I volunteered to serve at St. Stephen’s, in part because of the warm greetings and friendliness I      
experienced during my first visits.   

My late Great-Aunt/Godmother was also an influence in my decision. She was a widowed mother who raised 
one son and the son of a friend who had passed. She was the Truant Officer for Lakewood schools and an   
active member at All Saints Episcopal Church in Lakewood. She was on the Vestry and served the church in  
different capacities. Every Sunday, she would pick me up for church. While she 
sang in the choir (I did not inherit her ability to sing), I sat in the pews and followed 
the   service. Afterward, we’d go to lunch and home again. I learned much from 
such a wise woman. 

My hope is that I can tap my life experiences for the benefit of St. Stephen’s. 

Gerrie Vergona 
Treasurer 8 

ARTS AND  CRAFTS 

October 21 is our next Arts and Crafts Event in our Parish House continuing on the 3rd Thursday of each 
month from 10 AM to 12 PM and from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM. Attendees are welcome to stay the entire time 
(perhaps bring lunch) or either session. 

St. Stephen’s has a Sanitizing Bioblast after every event/service to protect against COVID, so it is very safe. 

Arts and Crafts Events will include, for example:  

~Watercolor Workshops  

~Oil Painting Workshops  

~Guest Demonstrations  

~Stained Glass Workshops  

~Sugar Art Demonstrations/Workshops  

So, whichever is your creative interest, come on over and check it out. 

Some events will occur intermittently (e.g. Photography Setups). Folks will purchase and bring their own    
supplies. There is no charge for any of the events. 
Gerrie Vergona was asked and has agreed to Chair the Arts and Crafts Program. Volunteers for at least one  
Co-Chair are welcome. Volunteers for instruction, program ideas, and suggestions are welcome. Please contact 
Gerrie Vergona at 732-245-8392 or gvergona@gmail.com. 

~Set Up for Adult Coloring  

~Table(s) Set Up for Knitting  

~Table(s) Set Up for Crocheting  

~Set Up Paper Art  

~Table(s) set up for loom work  



                                                Happy Birthday!     

                             October 
 

 

               10/02          Bob Axon 

               10/03          Eileen Ebell 

                                Robert Payne  

             10/12          Dianne Jacobs 

                                Don Cummings 

             10/13          Beverly Larson 

             10/15          Marge Littlewood 

             10/19          Doris Mc Donald 

                                Bernice Neuman 

             10/23          Anna Albanese 

             10/27         PJ Van Sant Jr. 

             10/31         Jennifer Brennan 

                                Edward Brennan 

                    November 

 

           11/01        Betsy Clinedinst 

                          Emily Tominovich 

         11/02        Karen Crawford 

         11/08        Nancy Mullin 

         11/18        Robert Pizzuti 

         11/19        Dorothy Kaster 

         11/20        Matthew Johnson 

         11/27        Shrene Delucia 

                          MaryEllen Mills 

 If you would like your Birthday added to our Happy Birthday page for recognition in our Chapel Chimes Pub-

lication, please contact Greg Mathews in the Church office between the hours of 9-2pm, Monday through Fri-

day. Or you can Email us at ssechurch@gmail.com, or call us at (732) 350-2121 ext 10. 

Have a Happy Birthday and Many More, from all of us at St. Stephens Episcopal Church! 
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FATHER PAUL 

WELCOMES YOU TO JOIN US FOR OUR 

           25th ANNUAL 

BLESSING OF THE BIKES 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 23RD 2021 

HOURS 12 TO 4 RAIN OR SHINE 
BIKES WILL BE BLESSED AT 2 pm 

BY:  FATHER PAUL VAN SANT 

 

Donation $15 per person 
Proceeds to benefit St. Stephen’s Ministry 

NO CHARGE FOR CHILDREN UNDER 10 
 

Ticket price includes Pork, Barbeque, Non-Alcoholic Beverages, 

Family’s Welcome, Trophies 

 

There will be a Bike Show for Best Bike at the Blessing 
 

Our Address is 

ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH 

180 RT 539, WHITING, NJ 08759 

For info on where to purchase tickets & directions call the Church at: 

732-350-2121 (Mon-Thurs 10am to 2pm) 
or e-mail us at ssechurch@gmail.com 
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                                       Laughter is Good for the Soul 
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Parish Staff 

Bishop & Chief Pastor 

The Rt. Rev. William H. Stokes 

Rector 

The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., M. Div., Th. M. 

Music Minister 

Esther Graham  

Treasurer 

Gerrie Vergona 

Assistant Treasurer  

Suzan Webb 

Rector’s Warden 

Stefanie Rotsaert (‘23) 

Property Warden 

Richard Smithson (‘22) 

Clerk of the Vestry 

JoAnn Smithson  

Vestry Members: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Office Staff: 

Parrish Administrator          Greg Mathews 

Sexton                                     Tom O’Brien 

 

Help Hotline Contact Information  

As many of us face challenges with today’s unstable 

economy, here are some helpful telephone numbers for 

assistance. Pass them along if you know someone who 

needs a little extra help getting through these tough 

times. 

Heating & Weatherization 

O.C.E.A.N. Inc. 732-244-5333 (heating) 

732-244-5396 (weatherization)  

www.oceaninc.org 

NJ Shares 866-657-4273 

www.njshares.org 

Mortgage Assistance 

Hope Hotline 888-995-HOPE  

www.hopenow.com 

Health Insurance, Food Stamps, Utilities 

NJ Family Care 800-701-0710 

www.njfamilycare.org 

OC board of Social Services 732-349-1500 

Verizon NJ Communications Lifeline 

888-337-3339 

Ocean County Government Resource Center 

732-3708854 

www.ocean.nj.us/socialservices 

Ocean County Food Bank 732-918-2600 

www.foodbankmoc.org 

Angel Food Ministries 732-240-7543 

Pick-up Location Christ Episcopal Church 

1415 Washington St. Toms River 

www.angelfoodministries.com 

 

Other Important Numbers 

Social Security 800-772-1213 

www.socialsecurity.gov 

NJ Unemployment Insurance 732-761-2020 

www.state.nj.us 

Class of 2022 

Pat Russo 

Dottie Kaster 

MaryAnn Payne 

Class of 2023 

Kay Karlick 

Tom Larson 

Ken Seda 

Class of 2024 

Debbie Fisher 

Marge Pomykala 

Peter Quigley 

    13 
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            Advertisements 

We need advertisers for our news letter to 

defer the cost of postage and printing. We 

are offering a Business Card Ad for one 

year; that’s Eleven issues on an inside page 

for only $100. 

 

(We publish one issue for July/August) 

We make this special offer: 

A full year in our newsletter PLUS, a full page 

ad in the Fair Book $115. 

A full year in our newsletter PLUS, a half page 

ad in the Fair Book $110. 

A full year in our newsletter  PLUS, a quarter 

page 

Ad in the Fair Book $105. 
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Mark your Calendar! 
Monday October 4th — Blessing of the Animals  

Saturday October 9th — $Dollar$ Auction$ 

Sunday October 17th — CROPWALK 

Wednesday October 20th — Boscov’s friends helping friends 

Thursday October 21st — Arts and Crafts 

Saturday October 23rd — Blessing of the Bikes 

Healing Services — Thursdays at 10am 


