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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the 

podium in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have 

you at St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the 

Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

Greta Pearl for prayer requests: 732-350-7584 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Carl Laursen, Rector’s Warden at 732-350-1259 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 

 



NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST-PROPER 24                  OCTOBER 20, 2019 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II              8 am  & 10 am 

Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 
 
709 Processional Hymn: ”O God of Bethel, by whose hand”    
   
 Patriotic Hymn:  717 V4  
 Opening Acclamation        355  
 Collect of the Day        Insert  
 First Lesson:  Book of Genesis 32:22-31     Insert 
 Psalm 121         Insert 
 Second Lesson:  Second Letter to Timothy 1:1-14    Insert 

 Gradual:  “Word of God, Speak”       

 Gospel:  Luke 17:11-19       Insert 

 Sermon — The Cn. Phyllis Jones 
 The Nicene Creed        358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI       392 

 Confession and Absolution       393 

 The Peace 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

 

 The Great Thanksgiving 
 Eucharistic Prayer A        361 
S120 Sursum Corda 
S125 Sanctus 
S136 Memorial Acclamation        368 
 The Lord’s Prayer        364 
 Breaking of the Bread  
S152 Fraction Anthem 
 Communion Hymns:          
631  “Book of books, our people’s strength” 
627  “Lamp of our feet, where by we trace“ 

337 Post Communion Hymn: “And now, O Father, mindful of the love”   
 Post Communion Prayer        

 Blessing                            
530 Recessional:  ”Spread, O spread, thou mighty word”     
   
 Dismissal 

Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost Proper 24      OCTOBER 20, 2019 
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 

 

Lector  8:00 AM                  Shrene De Lucia 

LEM 8:00 AM         Krupa Abbott 

Altar Guild 8:00 AM       Mary Storey, Betty Carino, Debbie Fisher 

Ushers 8:00 AM             Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine, Peter Quigley 

Lector 10:00 AM           Sandra Gaskill 

LEMs  10:00 AM             Stefanie Rotsaert, Richard Woods 

Altar Guild 10:00 AM            Pat Russo, Glenda Roedell 

Ushers 10:00 AM             Al Thompson, Valerie Thompson 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF                                       October 20, 2019–October 26, 2019 

 

Today    Holy Eucharist                 8:00 & 10:00am 

               AA Meeting                                                                                       8:00 pm 

Monday            Office Open                         9:00 am—2:00 pm
    

Tuesday   AA Meeting                               2:00 pm
                       

Wednesday     Closed AA Meeting                                                    3:00 pm 

                             

Thursday           Healing Service       10:00 am 

    Choir Practice                     2:00 pm                                   

     

 Friday               Pineland Symphonic Band                                                    9:30 am 

     Lifetouch Photography Today! 

Saturday            AA Meeting          8:00 pm                                                          
    Craft & Vendor Fair                        9 am– 2 pm 

 

 

 

   

Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship.   

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s 
Table, regardless of your church affiliation. We encourage you to share with 

us in this sacrament. 



. 
 
 
 

 

                                                                    
 
 
 
                             

 

 

 
 

Saint Stephens Annual  

Craft and Vendor Fair 

Our annual Craft & Vendor Fair will be 

Saturday-October 26, 2019  

Beginning at 9:00 am until 2:00 pm 

Get a head-start on Holiday shopping! 

In addition to popular vendors and crafters from our area, we will have a Treasure Auction, 

50/50, and our Bake table that features delicious baked goods for all to enjoy. The Kitchen 

Café will be open with lunch and snack items available for purchase.  

For information, please contact: 

Jo Ann Smithson at (609) 575-1879 or the church office at (732) 350-2121 

 

2019 MICAH AWARD 

The Vestry and Wardens are pleased to announce that the 2019 re-
cipient of the Micah Award for outstanding service to the greater 
Whiting Community is Joel Wolf, the owner of Village Opticians.  
The award dinner will be on Monday, November 4th.  We hope that 
many of you will attend this festive occasion to celebrate Joel’s ac-
complishments.  Details will be available shortly.  This is one of the 
only events during which we serve wine.  We do not use church 
money for the wine and depend on your donations of bottles of 
white, red, or rosé wine.  If you have any questions, please see 
Sandy Gaskill and please congratulate Joel when you see him next. 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost Proper 24          October 20, 2019 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the 

nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world 

may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ev-

er and ever. Amen. 
 

 

First Reading               Book of Genesis 32:22-31 

The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven chil-

dren, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the 

stream, and likewise everything that he had. And Jacob was left alone; and a man 

wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. When the man saw that he did not 

prevail against Jacob, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and Jacob's thigh was put 

out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, "Let me go, for the day is break-

ing." But Jacob said, "I will not let you go, unless you bless me." And he said to 

him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Jacob." Then he said, "Your name shall 

no more be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, 

and have prevailed." Then Jacob asked him, "Tell me, I pray, your name." But he 

said, "Why is it that you ask my name?" And there he blessed him. So Jacob called 

the name of the place Peni'el, saying, "For I have seen God face to face, and yet my 

life is preserved." The sun rose upon him as he passed Penu'el, limping because of 

his thigh. 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 121 

 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 

from where is my help to come?  

 

2  My help comes from the LORD, * 

the maker of heaven and earth.  

 

3  He will not let your foot be moved * 

and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.  

 

4  Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 

shall neither slumber nor sleep;  

 

5  The LORD himself watches over you; * 

the LORD is your shade at your right hand,  

 

6  So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 

nor the moon by night.  

 

7  The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 

it is he who shall keep you safe.  

 

8  The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 

from this time forth for evermore.  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
HEALING SERVICE Thursday 10:00 am 
CHOIR PRACTICE:  Thursdays 2:00 pm 
ORDER OF ST. LUKE:  2nd Thursday of each month after Healing 
Service 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND:  Fridays 9:30 am  
 
 

 CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups and 
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Fall/Winter clothes 
ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing  
buttons, tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our 
parking lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other items. We 
are very appreciative of your kind donations to, and purchases from, this 
fundraising project. 
 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED There is an UR-
GENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for both our 8:00 and                        
10:00a.m. services.  
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of additional mem-
bers.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  group of parishioners who will pray 
for any who are in need.  If you are interested or would like further infor-
mation, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for details.  Greta is the 
contact when placing, on the Prayer Chain, your name or the names of fami-
ly, neighbors, or  friends who would like prayers for healing, 
comfort, or any other purpose. 

 

 
 CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  JoAnn Smithson is the Con-
gregational Coordinator for Care Givers Volunteers here at St. Ste-
phen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in the Office to put in your 
hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 732-408-5351. 
 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are also 
available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal font if 
you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an en-
dowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use the basket on the back table.

  

 

   

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

 

“The rich rule over the poor, and the 

borrower is the slave of the lender.” 

 

Proverbs 22:7 

Way of Saint Paul 

“Be strong and of good courage, do not fear or 

be in dread of them: for it is the Lord your God 

who goes with you; he will not fail you or for-

sake you.”  

 

Deuteronomy 31:6 

 
    Crop Walk 2019 TODAY!         

  Come walk with us! 

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church at 180 Route 539 Whiting New Jersey will 

host this years’ annual event as it enters it’s 50th year. Today, October 20th at 

1:30 PM we will gather at the church to begin. 

Whiting walkers have raised over $200,000.00 in the 25 years walkers have 

been in Whiting. So many have walked so others can eat and the tradition con-

tinues this year! We hope to see you all there! 

Second Reading                                Second Letter to Timothy 3:14-4:5 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, know-

ing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted 

with the sacred writings which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 

for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be com-

plete, equipped for every good work. I charge you in the presence of God and of 

Christ Jesus who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his 

kingdom: preach the word, be urgent in season and out of season, convince, rebuke, 

and exhort, be unfailing in patience and in teaching. For the time is coming when 

people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate 

for themselves teachers to suit their own likings, and will turn away from listening to 

the truth and wander into myths. As for you, always be steady, endure suffering, do 

the work of an evangelist, fulfil your ministry. 

 

Holy Gospel        Luke 18:1-8 

And he told them a parable, to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose 

heart. He said, "In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor re-

garded man; and there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, 

'Vindicate me against my adversary.'  For a while he refused; but afterward he said 

to himself, 'Though I neither fear God nor regard man, yet because this widow both-

ers me, I will vindicate her, or she will wear me out by her continual coming.'" And 

the Lord said, "Hear what the unrighteous judge says. And will not God vindicate his 

elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you, he will 

vindicate them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of man comes, will he find 

faith on earth?" 



 
 

 

Today, Jesus uses a parable to teach about prayer. In it, an unjust judge grants his 

petitioner’s plea only because she will not leave him alone until he does. Jesus 

says that God will also grant the prayers of those who cry to God day and night. 

The point is not that God, like the judge, will only be responsive to those who nag. 

It is, as Luke says, to teach us the need to pray always and not lose heart. 

 

 The first reading describes Jacob’s tenacity in wrestling with the stranger in 

the dark. Jacob was not able to win the match because the stranger was God. Yet, 

Jacob’s persistence brings him his new identity as the forebear of God’s people. 

He is given a new name, Israel, which means “he who strives with God.” 

 

 In today’s reading from the second letter to Timothy, this early church 

leader is called to persevere in teaching and preaching the faith he has been given 

both by his family and in his study of the scriptures. This letter was written in a 

time when an aberrant form of Christianity was being proclaimed. Timothy is to 

stick with what he has learned from the scriptures and from Paul. 

 

 Our baptism has called us into a life characterized by the need never to give 

up our search for God. Faithfulness involves a giving of all that we are and all that 

we have. God asks us never to lose heart and to give all of our time, treasure, and 

talents to the ministry of God in this world. 

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Announcements                               October 20, 2019 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament: 

Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with those who have 
been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer . 

  ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 

 

The Pines               1st Sunday of each month  at 9:30 am 

Arista-Care               1st Monday of each month  at 2:00 pm 

The Arbors               2nd Monday of each month at 2:00 pm 

The Pines               3rd Monday of each month  at 2:00 pm 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God   

In Thanksgiving for the 40th Anniversary of Fr. Paul & Priscilla Van Sant 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God  

Sans Memorial 


