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Have you notices that the first 

reading we are doing each 

Easter-tide is not from the 

Old Testament? It is from the 

Book of Acts. This is not just 

a coincidence. In fact there is 

an important reason for 

looking so closely at Acts and 

that reason is hidden in the 

very meaning of the word, 

 

Now there are three possible 

definitions for the word Acts. 

The first, (a noun) is “an act” 

like in a play. Although the 

Book of Acts has some 

natural divisions and a flow 

like a “plot line”, the Book of 

Acts is not the arrangement 

of individual acts into a play. 

It is not the thoughts of one 

man or even a team of men 

put to pen for the 

entertainment of an audience. 

It is much more. 

 

The second definition (a 

verb) is “to act or acting” as 

in imitating something or 

someone that you are not. 

The stories in the Book of 

Acts are not stories of people 

trying to be something that 

they are not; they are exactly 

the opposite. They are stories 

of what people have become 

as a result of coming into a 

relationship with the risen 

Lord, Jesus Christ. Nothing 

phony or pretend here. 

The third definition (a verb—

Greek?? From the root p?? 

ss?) is “to do, execute, or 

transact” as in one’s actions. 

Here is the heart of the Book 

of Acts.  

 

Continue on page 4 

 

  From the Rec-

tor’s Desk... The Acts of the Apostles 
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MUSIC  

NOTES 

 

Choir 
First of all, I’d like to thank 

Debbie Hadley, who has filled in 

for me during my recovery from 

foot surgery. I hope you enjoyed 

the music presented by her. My 

foot surgery turned out to be more 

complicated than the surgeon had 

expected. I hope to return home 

from rehab in early May, and will 

try to return to Church as soon as 

possible after that.  

 

The Choir’s numbers are small, 

but we will continue to sing 

appropriate music during the 

offertory through Trinity Sunday 

(June 16).  During the summer 

months members of the 

congregation are encouraged to 

present offertory music. Vocal 

solos, duets, or small groups are 

invited to participate as are 

instrumental performances, each 

of about 3-4 minutes.  If you 

would like to present an Offertory 

Anthem, please place your name 

in the space for any available 

Sunday between June 23 and 

September 1 on the calendar on 

the piano. If you need me to 

accompany you please provide me 

with your music a month in 

advance.  

 

We need at least two additional 
ringers to continue the Choir 
chime program. The ability to 
count time in music is important to 

playing chimes. Oddly other 
traditional music reading skills are 
not required.  Please see me for 
further information. 

 

 

   

   Pam Unger 
   Organist/Choir Director      
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Bishop & Chief Pastor 

The Rt. Rev. William H. (Chip) Stokes 

Rector 

The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., M. Div., Th. M. 

Organist & Choir Director 

Pam Unger 

Treasurer 

Gerianne Murphy 

Assistant Treasurer 

Sandra Gaskill 

Rector’s Warden 

Dottie Kaster (’21) 

Property Warden 

Richard Smithson (’20) 

Clerk of the Vestry 

JoAnn Smithson 

 

Vestry Members: 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

           

                                Office Staff: 

               Parish Administrator   Colleen Clover  

               Sexton                            Tom O’Brien 

               Office Volunteer           Dottie Kaster 

 

Parish Staff HELP HOTLINE NUMBERS                                                          

As many of us face challenges with today’s unstable econ-

omy, here are some helpful telephone numbers for assis-

tance.  Pass them along if you know someone who needs a 

little extra help getting through these tough times. 

Heating & Weatherization 

O.C.E.A.N, Inc. 732-244-5333 (heating) 

732-244-5396 (weatherization) 

www.oceaninc.org 

NJ Shares 866-657-4273 

www.njshares.org 

Mortgage Assistance 

Hope Hotline 888-995-HOPE 

www.hopenow.com 

Health Insurance, Food Stamps, Utilities 

NJ Family Care 800-701-0710 

www.njfamilycare.org 

OC Board of Social Services 732-349-1500 

Verizon NJ Communication Lifeline 

888-337-3339 

Ocean County Government Resource Center 

732-370-8854 

www.ocean.nj.us/socialservices 

Ocean County Food Bank 732-918-2600 

www.foodbankmoc.org 

Angel Food Ministries 732-240-7543 

Pick-up location Christ Episcopal Church 

1415 Washington St., Toms River 

www.angelfoodministries.com 

Other Important Numbers 

Social Security 800-772-1213 

www.socialsecurity.gov 

NJ Unemployment Insurance 732-761-2020 

www.state.nj.us 

 

 

Class of 2020 

Jack Brown 

Laura Gural 

Tom Larson 

 

Class of 2021 

Lillian Fink 

Marge Pomykala 

Peter Quigley 

Class of 2022 

Pat Russo 

Randy Walton 
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It is the actions and transactions of the Apostles and the earliest converts to the Christian 

Faith. It is not a story, but a History of the problems, solutions, fears, hopes and decisions of 

those founders of the faith we now hold some 2000 years later. 

 

Why is this important to know? Because every church, every denomination, every reformation  

has gone through these very same difficulties and questions over and over and over again. If 

we really understand and learn from what these founders of our faith have left in this record, 

maybe we can avoid repeating the same mistakes in our history.  

 

As always, it is the Word of God that will set us free from our fears, anxieties, and doubts. It is 

God’s word that will tell us where we come from, where we are and where w are going. Luke 

put pen to paper for the questions and education of a friend, Theopholus. Let us learn from 

those God inspired words as he did. 

 

Read the Book of Acts of the Apostles. It’s an act you don’t want to miss! 

 

Rev. Paul A.Van Sant, Sr.,   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                        

  

 

 

 

M. Div.;Th.M. 

 Rector 



 

5 

News from the 

Treasurer’s Desk 

  
Wow, time sure flies and we have been busy! 
  
If you’ve been around the Church during the past couple of weeks, you may have noticed 
some HVAC people working around the building.  Get ready for a more comfortable parish 
hall in the coming warmer months.  We’re converting our heating system from oil to gas, as 
well as adding new air conditioning units to the hall.  In order to make all that happen, as well 
as get some past due bills paid, we had to do some juggling of our finances.  A couple of CDs 
were redeemed, an existing loan for the heat exchange system was paid off, and a new loan 
was established to cover the gas conversion and A/C project.  Your regular contributions to the 
heat exchange capital project were instrumental in making that happen. 
  
We will, of course, need your continued support for this new capital project as well as the 
routine expenses of the church.  As a relatively new participant in the financial activities of 
this church and congregation, I must tell you that I am impressed with the consideration, 
evaluations, and thought processes that go into how your valuable contributions are put to use. 
  
Summer, when many people go away, is just around the corner.  If you’re going to be away, 
please consider setting up an automatic “bill payment” arrangement with your bank for your 
periodic contributions.  They are more important to us than you may realize. 
  
God Bless you all and HAPPY SPRING! 

 

Gerianne Murphy 

 

Treasurer  
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      ECW News 
             By Stefanie Rotsaert     

 

 

 

 

English Tea #2  will be held on Thursday, May 16, 2019. Our wonderful volunteers will be 
setting tables on the 15th for the 100+ people that purchased tickets to enjoy tea from 2—4 
PM. See you next year! 

ECW Meeting to be held on Thursday, June 6th at 1 PM. Refreshments will be served by 
our hostesses Barbara Lavinio and Greta Pearl. Marge Pomykala in working on our program. 
A business meeting will follow  so we can plan to help and organize all of our upcoming 
events such as The Fashion Show, Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends, Pasta and More, 
Operation Christmas Child, Vendor Fair, and Crop Walk. We will talk about what we have 
done as well. Everyone is invited. Do you have any question or suggestions? Contact our 
ECW President, Stefanie Rotsaert at (732) 350-2904. 

On Saturday, May 25, Our ECW Annual Meeting and UTO Ingathering will be held at Christ 
Church in Toms River. This year, we are planning a family event and a barbeque. The 
pavilion was created with UTO funds to honor three generations of the Pettit family and this 
is where we will meet. If you are interested in joining Stefanie, please contact her ASAP. 

Thank you to everyone that contributed to the UTO. The blue envelope in our pews remind 

us of what God has given us and prompted us to share with others. THANK YOU! 

The ECW continues to collect box tops for kids, card fronts, poptops, toiletries, and cancelled 

post stamps. Because we care, we share these items to benefit others—Whiting School, the 

veterans, the Ronald McDonald House, St. Jude’s and the battered women’s shelter. Thank 

you for sharing AND caring! 

 

 

 

 

 

Stefanie Rotsaert 

ECW President 

732-350-2904 
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FATHER PAUL 

WELCOMES YOU TO JOIN US FOR OUR   

24TH ANNUAL  

                          BLESSING OF THE BIKES 

SUNDAY MAY 5th 2019 

RAIN OR SHINE 

BIKES WILL BE BLESSED AT 2 PM 

LIVE MUSIC PERFORMANCE BY 

“SIMPLY THREE”      

DONTATION IS $15.00 PER PERSON 

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT ST. STEPHEN’S MINISTRY 

NO CHARGE FOR CHILDREN UNDER 10 

TICKET PRICE INCLUDES; PORK, BBQ & NON-ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES        

FAMILIES ARE WELCOME-BIKE SHOW AND TROPHIES WILL BE AWARDED 

OUR ADDRESS IS: 

180 RT 539-WHITING, NJ 

FOR INFO ON WHERE TO PURCHASE TICKETS AND DIRECTIONS, CALL THE CHURCH AT 

(732) 350-2121    (MONDAY—THURSDAY 10 AM—2 PM )     

OR EMAIL US AT: ssechurch@gmail.com 
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The Way of Saint Paul 

Submitted by Lillian Fink 

We are meeting once a month now, usually at a team member’s home. We read Scripture and discuss the 
meaning of what we are reading. We enjoy our group of joyful participants who add to these discussions. Our 

April meeting took place on April 30th and Susan Quigley was our gracious host. Our May meeting takes 
place at Richard and Jo Ann Smithson’s house.  

We are finding new and interesting ideas of  sharing the Love of God. With the everlasting, never ending love 
of God our Father and his Son, Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit, we are trusting in His guid-

ance for what He wants us to do. 

Discipleship requires a commitment from you that is more that just following Jesus. It requires that you be the 
difference that the world needs, that you will know God’s heart and make some sacrifices for others. To be a 
disciple asks that you be the salt of the earth and not constantly judge people about previous mistakes. Disci-

ples are people who can’t wait to spread God’s good news! 

 

 

 

 

 

 United Thank Offering 

(UTO) 

UTO significantly impacts the lives of women and children with God’s love. When you assist a wom-
an, you not only support her, you help her entire family, her parish, her community, and ultimately, 

her nation. 

The United Thank Offering’s vision for the 21st century builds upon these core values of 
thanksgiving, generosity, mission, and ministry; and upon UTO’s missions to expand the 

circle of thankful people. We continue our mission to address compelling human need and 
expand the mission and ministry of the church. 

UTO’s value is so much more than the actual dollars we put in our “little blue boxes”. Our act of grati-
tude for God’s blessings in our lives provides the means to spread God’s blessings to others in the 

form of UNITED THANK OFFERING grants throughout the world. The UTO envelopes are located 
in your pews. Your consideration for these projects is greatly appreciated. 

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU! 
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Order of  St. Luke 
    Do you need Prayers for Healing? 

The Order of Saint Luke is a Healing Ministry. On the last Sunday of each 
month, prayers of healing are provided following Holy Eucharist at the 8 
AM and 10 AM services at Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church. Members 
are also available after Sunday Services near the Baptismal Font. In addi-
tion, prayers are offered at our 10 AM Healing Service on Thursdays. 

PRAYER OF THE ORDER OF ST. LUKE THE PHYSICIAN 

Almighty God, who inspired Your servant Luke the Physician to set forth in the Gospel the 
love and healing power of your Son: Graciously continue in Your Church the love and power 
to heal, to the praise and glory of Your Name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

OSL HEALING MISSION IN MAY  

A healing mission will be held on Saturday, May 4, 2019, at Christ 
Church at 415 Washington Street in Toms River NJ from 8:00 am-3:00 
pm. This event is sponsored by “God’s Healing Grace”, Christ Church, 
and “The Healing Hand of Christ”, Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 

Whiting NJ. Both are New Jersey Chapters of the International Order of 
Saint Luke the Physician. 

The main guest speaker will be the Rev. Jo Ellen Werthman. Her message will be “The Power of 
Resurrection.” We are also looking forward to “Celebrate” providing beautiful praise music! 

The registration fee is $10.00 per person. You can pre-register or register the day of the event. 
Breakfast and lunch will be provided by both chapters. 

For more information, please contact Christ Episcopal Church at (732) 349-5506 or email:  

christchurchtomsriver@verizon.net or contact Stefanie Rotsaert @ (732) 350-2904 

We look forward to seeing everyone there! 
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Come Join us  on at Trip! 

Wednesday, May 22nd                           Chanticleer 

Sunday, June 16th                                Woodmere and Philadelphia Museum of Art 

Wednesday, June 26th                        Mt. Cuba Gardens and Brandywine River Museum 

Thursday, August 15th                            Delaware Museum of Art 

Thursday, September 10th                           Museum of The American Revolution 

 Thursday,  September 24th                        “Jesus” Sight and Sound 

Thursday,   November 12th                  “Miracle of Christmas” at Sight and Sound 

        

Four more trips are planned  for October/November/December 

See the flyers in the Narthex and sign up soon. 

For Questions– contact Stefanie Rotsaert @ 732-350-2904 

    Altar Guild Happenings 

The St. Stephens Altar Guild is again having a gerani-
um plant sale as a fund-raiser to help defray the cost of 

much needed linens, altar wine and wafers.  Order 

forms will be available following both services from 
Sunday April 28 through May 12.  Plants will be avail-
able for pick up at the Church by May 19 -- in time for 

Memorial Day displays.  Thank you for your support 
of the Altar Guild in this fund-raiser. 

 Submitted by Val Thompson,  

Altar Guild Chair 

Month of May Bowling Events 

Sunday, May 19th—Juniors Jamboree  

           Tournament 10 am 

 

Saturday, May 25th—Parish Open Bowl

   5:30 pm—7:30 pm 

 

Sunday, May 26th—King of the Hill  

            6:30 pm  

For any questions regarding these events, 

contact Bill Bodine at (732)814-6683 
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Laughing is Good for the Soul 

If you like the picture of Jesus laughing on the top right of this page, you can obtain a color print in a variety 

of standard sizes from any of your local Christian book stores. 
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    May 

  

7th Elsie Jaehn 

10th David DeLouise 

11th Stevie Ray Butler 

12th Lavera Weakley-Tattory 

 Charlotte Corino 

13th Ellie Walling  

 Linda Portz 

14th Alice Teta 

15th Joanne Iacovelli-Lemmon 

19th Alice Conover 

 Conceicao Sutherland 

21st Jean Hanko 

 Marge Pomykala 

 Karen Hoffman 

22nd  Nicholas Castellano 

30th Ginny Bray 

 James Diaz, Jr. 

Saint Stephen’s is having a Dollar Auction on Saturday, 

May 25th. There is no admission and there will be hotdogs and chips to snack on throughout the 

afternoon. Doors open at Noon—the auction will begin at 1:00 PM. 

There will be a variety of items for everyone such as household items, tools, gadgets, and gift 

cards.  

Rules will be given at the event, so put your dollar bills aside and anticipate lots of fun and ex-

citement! 

  Happy Birthday 

Dollar  

Auction 

Any questions? 

Call Tom Larson at 

(732) -849-6256 
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15 

Advertisers 
We need Advertisers for our Newsletter to 

defray the cost of postage and printing.   We 

are offering a Business Card Ad for one 

year; that’s eleven issues on an inside page 

for only $100. 

(We publish one issue for July/August.) 

We make this special offer: 

A full year in our newsletter PLUS a full 

page 

ad in the Fair Book  $115 

 A full year in our newsletter PLUS a half 

page 

ad in the Fair Book $110 

A full year in our newsletter PLUS a quarter 

page ad in the Fair Book $105 

 

     Place your ad for 
your business here and 
reach  More households 
in your community. 
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Upcoming Calendar  Events  

June 6th—EWC Meeting 

June 9th—BBQ Potluck 

 June 15th—Adult/Youth Bowling Tournament  
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