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On this day the minister enters in silence

Collect of the Day Insert Gerrie Vergona, Treasurer

First Lesson: Isaiah 52 :13-53:12 Insert Esther Graham, Music Director

Psalm 22: 1-11 Insert Greg Mathews, Parish Administrator

Second Lesson: Letter to Hebrews 10:16-25 Insert Tom O’Brien, Sexton

Sermon — Susan Clarke M. Diy.

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ Wardens and Vestry 2023
According to John 18:1-19:42 Insert Stefanie Bodine, Rector’s Warden

Solemn Collects 277 Peter Quigley, Property Warden

Veneration of the Cross 281 Shelagh Bluni, Marge Pomykala, Joanne Soriano

Dottie Kaster, Maryann Payne, Robert Virtue

Hymn. Bill Bodine, Barbara Marshal, Kay Karlick
. . ), ill Bodine, Barbara Marshal, Kay Karlic
166 Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle Joanne Smithson, Clerk
Confession of Sin 360 Mission S
The Lords Prayer 364 ission Statement
Administration of the Presanctified To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity
Conclu ding Prayer 282 of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach

the young about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.
""Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them." Matthew 7:20

The congregation leaves in silence

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the
podium in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have
you at St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the
Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector.

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc.

Please notify the church office 732-350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.
If it is an emergency you may also reach Stefanie Bodine, Rector’s Warden at 732-350-2904 or
Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864.




Serving in the Liturgy today: April 6, 2023

Lector 6:00 pm Stefanie Bodine

LEM 6:00 pm Susan Clarke, Bill Bodine

Altar Guild 6:00 pm  Linda Chiappetta

Ushers 6:00 pm Glenn Mortimer, Mary Storey, Bill Bodine

B E 0 O Gaer— Geet

Sanctuary Candle Altar Flowers
The Sanctuary Candle is given to Altar Flowers are given to
The Glory of God the Glory of God
In Memory of In Memory of
Charles Rotsaert by Charles Rotsaert by
Stefanie and Bill Bodine Stefanie and Bill Bodine
In Memory of
Husband George Funke
& daughter Monica Saemann,
By Alberta Funke

Collect of the Day

glmighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our

Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners,
and to suffer death upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 52:13-53:12

%ee, my servant shall prosper;
he shall be exalted and lifted up,
and shall be very high.

Just as there were many who were astonished at him
--so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance,
and his form beyond that of mortals--

so he shall startle many nations;

kings shall shut their mouths because of him;
for that which had not been told them they shall see,

and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate.
Who has believed what we have heard?

And to whom has the arm of the LorD been revealed?
For he grew up before him like a young plant,

and like a root out of dry ground,;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,

nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
He was despised and rejected by others;

a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity;
and as one from whom others hide their faces

he was despised, and we held him of no account.
Surely he has borne our infirmities

and carried our diseases;

yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted.



But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed.

All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have all turned to our own way,

and the LorD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.

By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
Who could have imagined his future?

For he was cut off from the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people.

They made his grave with the wicked
and his tomb with the rich,

although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain.

When you make his life an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;

through him the will of the Lorp shall prosper.
Out of his anguish he shall see light;

he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.

The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,

and he shall bear their iniquities.

Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,
and was numbered with the transgressors;

yet he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.

@oday’s liturgy is the second part of a complex series of rites which cover the

Three Sacred Days of our redemption. This liturgy began last night and will be con-
cluded on Sunday. Today we hear the account in Holy Scripture of the Lord’s trial,
suffering, and death.

The Old Testament reading is the most striking of Isaiah’s poems about the suffer-
ing servant of God. Portions of this passage are familiar from Handel’s Messiah.
Central to this poem is that the servant’s innocent suffering brings about the re-
demption of all people. We also hear an early Christian’s understanding of the aton-
ing sacrifice of Jesus, our great High Priest, whose priesthood we share by means of
baptism—a priesthood expressed in sacrificial intercession for all people whenever
we join in prayer and liturgy.

The final portions of this liturgy take place before a cross where we praise Christ
for the love that he demonstrated upon the Cross. Some congregations will receive
Holy Communion from the Sacrament consecrated last night. The church is left in
silence and darkness, as we prepare for the final act, which begins at the Great Vigil
on Saturday night.

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year.
Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York.



Psalm 22

Deus, Deus meus

Second Reading Hebrews 10:1-25

:ﬂ:or since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form

of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices which are continually offered year af- 1 ﬁly God, my God, why have you forsaken me? *
ter year, make perfect those who draw near. Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be
offered? If the worshipers had once been cleansed, they would no longer have any con-

sciousness of sin. But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sin year after year. For it is

and are so far from my cry
and from the words of my distress?

impossible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins. 2 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; *
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, by night as well, but I find no rest.
“Sacrifices and offerings thou hast not desired, 3 Yet you are the Holy One, *

but a body hast thou prepared for me;

) . . . enthroned upon the praises of Israel.
in burnt offerings and sin offerings thou hast taken no pleasure.

Then I said, ‘Lo, [ have come to do thy will, O God,’ 4 Our forefathers put their tru§t in you; *

as it is written of me in the roll of the book.” they trusted, and you delivered them.

When he said above, “Thou hast neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offer- 5 They cried out to you and were delivered; *

ings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then he they trusted in you and were not put to shame.

added, “Lo, I have come to do thy will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the sec-
ond. And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.

6 But as for me, I am a worm and no man, *
scorned by all and despised by the people.

And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, 7 All who see me laugh me to scorn; *
which can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying,
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, then to wait until his enemies should be 8 "He trusted in the LorD; let him deliver him; *

made a stool for his feet. For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who
are sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,
“This is the covenant that I will make with them

let him rescue him, if he delights in him."

9 Yet you are he who took me out of the womb, *

after those days, says the Lord: and kept me safe upon my mother's breast.

I will put my laws on their hearts, 10 1 have been entrusted to you ever since [ was born; *

and write them on their minds,” you were my God when I was still in my mother's womb.
then he adds,

11 Be not far from me, for trouble is near, *

“I will remember their sins and their misdeeds no more.” .
and there is none to help.

Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.

Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Je-
sus, by the new and living way which he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through
his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a

true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience ~ —~—— - e
and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 5 x N ~—
wavering, for he who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stir up one another to = —, = o

“‘_—

love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encourag-
ing one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.



