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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden at 732/716-1656 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



The First Sunday of Advent                                  December 2, 2018 

Holy Eucharist Rite I                                    8:00 & 10:00  AM 
 

Hymnal   THE WORD OF GOD    BCP  

  Opening Acclamation      319 

  The Decalogue      317 

  Opening Sentence      320 

  Confession and Absolution     320 

S-91  Kyrie        324 

  The Collect of the Day                 Insert                                     

  First Lesson:  Jeremiah 33:14-16    Insert 

  Psalm 25                             Insert 

  Second Lesson: First Letter to the Thessalonians 3:9-13 Insert 

  Gradual – “Behold your God”                      Insert 

  The Holy Gospel:  Luke 21:25-36               Insert 

  Sermon:  Fr. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

  The Nicene Creed      326 

  Prayers of the People      328 

  The Peace       332 

  Announcements 

  Offertory Anthem:  

  Doxology: “All things come of thee O Lord” 

      HOLY COMMUNION 

  Eucharist Prayer I      333 

S112  Sursum Corda 

S113  Sanctus 

  The Lord’s Prayer       336 

S152  Breaking of the Bread      337 

S157  Agnus Dei 

  Communion  Hymns: 

 61                       “Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us’ 

 672      “’O very God of very God” 

 73  Post Communion Hymn “The King shall come when morning dawns” 

  Blessing        339 

 72  Recessional: “Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes!” 

First Sunday of Advent                                                        December 2, 2018                               
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 

Lector           8:00 AM          Peter Quigley 

LEM             8:00 AM     Stefanie Rotsaert 

Altar Guild   8:00 AM        Mary Storey, Betty Carino 

Ushers         8:00 AM            Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine, Peter Quigley 

Lector         10:00 AM  Amanda Rutkowski 

LEMs          10:00 AM  Susan Clarke, Richard Woods 

Altar Guild  10:00 AM       Peg Smith, Pat Russo 

Ushers          10:00 AM  Bob Axon, Jim Mason 

 

CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:         December 2, 2018-December 8, 2018 

Today   Holy Eucharist                                                               8 am & 10 am 

   AA Meeting                                                                                    8:00 pm                                                     

Monday  Office Open               9 am-2 pm 

   ECW Meeting/Luncheon                12:00 pm  

Tuesday            Closed AA Meeting                                                                           2:00 pm 

Wednesday   Closed AA Meeting                   3:00 pm 

                          Chime Practice                                                                                   7:00 pm 

Thursday           Healing Service       10:00 am 

    Tree Lighting                 4pm-6pm            

               Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  

Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band Practice                                                   9:30 am 

Saturday      AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm    

     AA Meeting         8:00 pm                       

 Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at 

our Lord’s Table; regardless of your church affiliation. We en-

courage you to share with us in this sacrament 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Saturday December 8, 2018 

Applebees neighborhood Bar and Grill will be hosting their annual  

Breakfast with Santa 

ALL proceeds will Benefit the U.S. Marine Corps  

Toys for Tots program 

 

 

Each year, with the help from local businesses, we host Breakfast with Santa at each Ap-

plebees location. Our Manchester Applebees sells out EVERY year! We donate the break-

fast, the staff donates their time, but we need help from our local merchants to provide 

door prizes. 

Tickets are $10.00-ALL proceeds go to the Toys for Tots program. 

There will be face painting & balloon animals, and of course, the raffle. 

If you are able to support us but cannot mail in an item or gift certificate, we will be happy 

to pick up whatever you can give! 

Thank you all for your consideration to this worthy cause! 

 
 
Please send all donations to: 
Attn: Tom Palma 
General Manager 
Applebee’s Manchester 
1055 RT 70 
Manchester NJ 08759 
732-657-7676 

First Sunday of Advent                                                       December 2, 2018 
                                                                                                  8 AM & 10 AM                  
Collect of the Day 
 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of 

light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 

great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 

judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading                                             Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 

"Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfil the promise I made to the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a right-

eous Branch to spring forth for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the 

land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the 

name by which it will be called: 'The LORD is our righteousness.' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 25 

1   To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

my God, I put my trust in you; * 

let me not be humiliated, 

nor let my enemies triumph over me.  

2   Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.  

3   Show me your ways, O LORD, * 

and teach me your paths.  

4   Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

for you are the God of my salvation; 

in you have I trusted all the day long.  

5   Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 

for they are from everlasting.  

6   Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

remember me according to your love 

and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.  

7   Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 

 therefore he teaches sinners in his way.  

8   He guides the humble in doing right * 

and teaches his way to the lowly.  

9   All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness * 

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.  

 

 

 
ORDER OF SAINT LUKE: 2nd Thurs. after healing service. 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND Practice Fridays @ 9:30 am 

EWC’s NEXT MEETINGS 2018: Dec 3rd– Please check your 
calendar as this is a change of date for this event. 

WBA Christmas Tree Lighting Decmember 6,2018 @ 4pm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another year has rolled around and it is time to think about ordering Christmas Poinsettias. The 

special Christmas Flower envelope will enclosed in the December Chapel Chimes for your con-

venience. Please complete the information on the front portion of the envelope to indicate whether 

the flowers are “In Memory of” or “In Thanksgiving for” someone. Enclose cash or your check 

payable to “St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church”.  Please write “Altar Guild” in the memo line of 

your check. Once this is complete, place the envelope in the offertory plate as soon as possible. 

The deadline to submit your offering is: 

December 16, 2018 

This will give us enough time to prepare the list of names to be in-

cluded in the Christmas Service Leaflet. Any questions or com-

ments, you may contact me @ 732-657-4510 

 

Valerie Thompson,  

Altar Guild Treasurer 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use  

 

 

   

         Whiting Business Association  

And Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church  

                   Presents the 4th Annual   

            Christmas Tree Lighting 

               Come celebrate with us on Thursday  

                          December 6th 

  Music & caroling will feature the  

 Manchester Middle School Choir 

Applebee’s of Manchester is donating food and refreshments  

This year, we will honor the Boy Scout Troop # 350 and their Cub 

Scout Den. 

                     

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

“ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast  

out demons. 

You received without paying; 

give without pay.” 

Matthew 10:8 

Way of Saint Paul 

“And there is salvation in no one else; 

for there is no other name under heaven 

that has been given among men, by which  

We must be saved.” 

 

                  Acts 4:12 

Second Reading                                        First Letter to the Thessalonians 3:9-13 

For what thanksgiving can we render to God for you, for all the joy which 

we feel for your sake before our God, praying earnestly night and day that 

we may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? Now 

may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you; 

and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and 

to all men, as we do to you, so that he may establish your hearts unblamable 

in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with 

all his saints. 

 

Holy Gospel                                               Luke 21:25-36 

"And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and upon the earth dis-

tress of nations in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves, men 

fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world; for 

the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of 

man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when these things 

begin to take place, look up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 

drawing near." And he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree, and all the 

trees; as soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that 

the summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, 

you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly, I say to you, this genera-

tion will not pass away till all has taken place. Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will not pass away. "But take heed to yourselves lest 

your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of 

this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a snare; for it will come 

upon all who dwell upon the face of the whole earth. But watch at all times, 

praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that will take 

place, and to stand before the Son of man." 

 



 
 

 

 

 On the first Sunday in Advent, the liturgy is concerned with our preparation 

for the return of Christ at the end of time. The Gospel reading today is a portion of 

Jesus’ words concerning that time. He tells us to see the events of history as signs 

of the approaching end and to recognize that end as the coming of our redemption. 

 

 The Old Testament reading today from the prophet Jeremiah looks forward 

to the time when God will fulfill the promise of a successor to David. The New 

Testament Christians understood the “righteous Branch” of David’s line to be our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 The second reading is from Paul’s first Thessalonian letter. His letters to 

that church were prompted by difficulties in that congregation due to their 

misunderstanding of the Lord’s promise to return. In today’s reading, Paul 

encourages the Thessalonians to see their ministry and mutual love as the way to 

prepare for the Lord’s return. 

 

 There is an “already, but not yet” aspect to the New Testament’s discussion 

of the Lord’s return. God’s Kingdom is not limited to a time in the far off future; it 

began breaking into human history in Jesus’ death and resurrection. The Lord 

comes to judge and to save in each moment in the life of his people. Above all, he 

is revealed in our encounter with him in the Eucharistic meal. 

 

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Announcements                           December 2, 2018 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
 
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 
 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 

 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month            at   9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God  

And in honor of my sister Claire Wolpert by Stefanie Rotsaert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In honor of Claire Wolpert’s Birthday by her sister Stefanie Rotsaert 


