St. Stephen's Episcopal Church

180 Route 539, Whiting, NJ 08759
Phone: 732-350-2121, Fax: 732-350-6000
ssechurch@gmail.com
www.saintstephenswhiting.org
A parish of the Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey
The Rt. Rev. William H. (Chip) Stokes, Bishop
The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector
Gerrie Vergona, Treasurer
Esther Graham, Music Director
Greg Mathews, Parish Administrator
Tom O’Brien, Sexton

Wardens and Vestry 2022
Stefanie Bodine, Rector’s Warden
Peter Quigley, Property Warden
Debbie Fisher, Marge Pomykala, Joanne Soriano
Dottie Kaster, Maryann Payne, Robert Virtue
Kay Karlick, Tom Larson, Ken Seda
Joanne Smithson, Clerk

Mission Statement

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity
of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach
the young about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.

""Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them." Matthew 7:20
Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the
podium in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have
you at St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the
Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector.

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc.

Please notify the church office 732-350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.
If it is an emergency you may also reach Stefanie Bodine, Rector’s Warden at 732-350-2904 or
Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864.




The First Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist Rite 1

Hymnal
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THE WORD OF GOD
Opening Acclamation
The Decalogue (Printed sheet)
Opening Sentence
Confession and Absolution
Kyrie
The Collect of the Day
First Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122
Second Lesson: Romans 13:11-14
Gradual — “Alleluia, He is coming”
The Holy Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44
Sermon: Fr. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr.
The Nicene Creed
Prayers of the People
The Peace
Offertory Anthem:
Doxology: “All things come of thee O Lord”

HOLY COMMUNION
Eucharist Prayer |
Sursum Corda
Sanctus
The Lord’s Prayer
Breaking of the Bread
Agnus Dei
Communion Hymns:
“Sleepers, wake!”” A voice astounds us”
“Watchmen tell us of the night”
“Lo! He comes with clouds descending”
Blessing

Recessional: “How bright appears the morning star”

Announcements
Dismissal

November 27, 2022
8:00 & 10:15 AM
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Save the Date on Upcoming Events

BIBLE STUDY GROUP
“The Bible, What Speaks to your Heart”, Mondays at 11am, for info
contact : Roberta Mackey at 917-696-6863

CHOIR PRACTICE
10am every Wednesday. Please see Esther Graham if you are interested in
being a part of our joyous hymns and songs.

HEALING SERVICES
Thursdays at 10:00 am

ORDER OF ST. LUKE
2nd Thursday of each month, December 8th - after Healing Service

VESTRY MEETING
Monday, November 28th @ 10am

THYROID SUPPORT GROUP MEETING
December 12th @10AM

Mark your calendars!!

The annual St Stephens Christmas Party at the Quigley's will be on Friday
December 16, 2022 beginning at 4 o'clock. Please sign up to attend at the

church narthex or call the church at (732) 350-2121.
A;ddress 2001 Ehzabeth Ave, whiting NJ 08759
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ONLINE CHURCH SERVICES

Holy Eucharist are held every Sunday at 8AM and 10:15AM — join us in person
or on zoom or you tube. Compline is now on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
at 7PM on YouTube and Zoom. All are welcome! COME AND SEE!!!

|

COME ATTEND ONE OF OUR EVENTS
Visit our website at;

https://www.ststephenswhitingnj.org/new-events

for more information on upcoming event in and around our community.

TREE LIGHTING

will be held on Thursday, December 8 beginning at 4:30 with a carol sing
along. Grants will be awarded to two or more local non-profit groups that support
community needs. Refreshments will be served. The tree lighting and singing of
"Silent Night" will conclude the event. Organized by the Whiting Business Asso-
ciation. All are invited.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER OFFERINGS

The Altar Guild is again planning to order Christmas flowers and wreaths to deco-
rate the Sanctuary as we prepare for the Celebration of Our Savior’s Birth. This is a
time when we especially may want to remember our loved ones and friends who
have died or to express thanksgiving for our blessings.

Christmas Flower Offering envelopes will be available in the Narthex for those who
would like to participate. Please fill out the appropriate information, and return the
envelope to the church at your earliest convenience. If you are unable to get to
church at this time, you may mail your donation and memorial information to
the Church to the attention of Valerie Thompson, Altar Guild Flower Chair.
The dtiﬁldline for submission of Christmas Flower Offerings is Sunday, Decem-
ber 18™.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call Altar Guild Flower Chair Va-
lerie Thompson, at 732-657-4510. Thank you and God Bless.

Collect of the Day

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on

the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come
again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise
to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever... Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come
the mountain of the LOrRD’s house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LOrRD from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

O house of J acob,

come, let us walk
in the light of the LOrD!



Psalm 122

Laetatus sum

1 1 was glad when they said to me, *
"Let us go to the house of the LORD."

2 Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

3 Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;

4 To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LorD, *
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the LORD.

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
"May they prosper who love you.

7 Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.

8 For my brethren and companions' sake, *
[ pray for your prosperity.

9 Because of the house of the LorD our God, *
I will seek to do you good."

CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE ~ Sells well to groups meet-

M ing at our church. Now accepting WINTER clothes ONLY in
TOP condition, (clean, with no missing buttons, tears or stains).
Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our parking lot for out of
season clothing, all men’s wear, and other items. Our Summer
clothes are now on clearance sale. We are very appreciative of your kind dona-
tions to, and purchases from, this fundraising project.

ST STEPHEN'S PRAVVER CHAIN ~ is in need of additional mem-

bers. The Prayer Chain is a dedicated group of parishioners who will pray for any who
are in need. If you are interested or would like further information, please contact Greta
Pearl at 732-350-7584 for details. Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer
Chain, your name or the names of family, neighbors, or friends who would like prayers
for healing, comfort, or any other purpose.

CARE GIVERS YOLUNTEERS ~ Caregivers volunteers, is a faith

base organization that offer assistance to the elderly. If you have any ques-
tions please feel free to contact Caregivers at 732-505-2273 Ext 213

COFFEE HOUR

A new sign-up sheet is in the Narthex for 2023 - sign up! Everyone is so grateful for the
delicious food that you share, your help, and they love chatting after the services. Any
questions, contact Stefanie at (732) 350-2904

Stewardship

Greetings all!

Our stewardship slate of speakers is now complete, and thanks to all who are willing to
participate this year!

Bring your thoughts and ideas about stewardship to coffee hour! It's a great and informative
way to exchange ideas about stewardship and to gather other people s ideas as well what
they're thinking of.

If you have any other ideas and suggestions please let me know. I'm always looking for ways
to improve the program. We have a very talented slate this year and our consecration Sunday
speaker is Canon Phyllis Jones from the diocese of NJ. Consecration Sunday is Sunday
November 20th.

Our program is nearly set and we always look for more to do as it's a year round effort!

For more information contact Bill Bodine at 848-210-4206




OER P
=\ Order of Saint Luke
o J.) The Order of St. Luke meets on the second Thursday of each month--November
7'//\/T N>

10th, after the Healing Service.

Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with those who have been

entrusted to your care.
People: May you carry the prayers of all of us as you take this

Sacrament of Christ’s presence.
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer.

ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES

The Pines Ist Sunday of each month at 9:30 am
Aristicare Ist Monday of each month at 2:00 pm
The Arbors 2nd Monday of each month at 2:00 pm
The Pines 3rd Monday of each month at 2:00 pm

A BIG THANK YOuUu!

To everyone who filled a shoebox this year as we send
our love, blessings and prayers to all across the world.
May YOUR Christmas be Merry and Joyful.

Second Reading

Holy Gospel

Our Daily Bread Pantry and Hungry Paws
Days and Hours of Operation are:
Tuesday 10 AM until 12:00 PM
Wednesday 10 AM until 12:00 PM
Our Daily Bread Pantry and Hungry Paws is made up of members of the St. Stephen’s Epis-
copal Church community and other volunteers who assist in maintaining our pantry, provide
food for the sick, the hungry and the needy. The food pantry is here to help those who have
minimal funds to work with and come to us when they have a specific need for food.

The Our Daily Bread Pantry and Hungry Paws through very generous donations is also able
to provide pet food for dogs and cats. For further information please call:
Jim Jados, Director, Food Pantry at (732) 408-5948.

Romans 13:11-14

Y ou know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of dark-
ness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Matthew 24:36-44

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows,

neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in
those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the
coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be tak-
en and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one
will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not
know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner
of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken in-
to. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.”
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On the first Sunday in Advent, the liturgy is concerned with our preparation for

the return of Christ at the end of time. The Gospel reading today is a portion of
Jesus’ words concerning that time. He tells us to see the events of history as signs of
the approaching end and to recognize that end as the coming of our redemption.

The Old Testament reading today from the prophet Jeremiah looks forward to the
time when God will fulfill the promise of a successor to David. The New Testament
Christians understood the “righteous Branch” of David’s line to be our Lord Jesus
Christ.

The second reading is from Paul’s first Thessalonian letter. His letters to that
church were prompted by difficulties in that congregation due to their
misunderstanding of the Lord’s promise to return. In today’s reading, Paul
encourages the Thessalonians to see their ministry and mutual love as the way to
prepare for the Lord’s return.

There is an “already, but not yet” aspect to the New Testament’s discussion of the
Lord’s return. God’s Kingdom is not limited to a time in the far off future; it began
breaking into human history in Jesus’ death and resurrection. The Lord comes to
judge and to save in each moment in the life of his people. Above all, he is revealed
in our encounter with him in the Eucharistic meal.

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year.
Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York.

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 11/27/2022

Serving in the Liturgy today:

Lector 8:00 am

LEM 8:00 am

Altar Guild &:00 am
Ushers 8:00 am
Lector 10:15 am
LEM 10:15 am
Altar Guild 10:15 am
Ushers 10:15 am

Susan Quigley

Bill Bodine, Susan Clark
Debbie Fisher, Dave Fisher
Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine
Valerie Thompson

Susan Clarke, Bob Virtue
Valerie Thompson, Karen Mauro
Al Thompson, Valarie Thompson
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Sanctuary Candle

The Sanctuary Candle is given to
The Glory of God

In Memory of In Memory of
Luitgardis Rotsaert who died Luitgardis Rotsaert who died
November 27, 2004 by Stefanie Bodine ~ November 27, 2004 by Stefanie Bodine

Altar Flowers

Altar Flowers are given to
the Glory of God

In Honor of In Honor of
Bill and Stefanie Bodine's first Bill and Stefanie Bodine's first
wedding anniversary on November23 wedding anniversary on November23

by Bill and Stefanie Bodine by Bill and Stefanie Bodine

In Memory of
Our Granddaughter Hope Gundecker,
by Bill & Dottie Kaster




