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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the 

podium in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have 

you at St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the 

Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

Greta Pearl for prayer requests: 732-350-7584 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Dottie Kaster, Rector’s Warden at 732-647-5065 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany                      FEBRUARY 3, 2019 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II                           8 am & 10 am                                                                                                
Hymnal   The Word of God           BCP 
379 Processional Hymn: “God is love, let heaven adore him” 

 Patriotic Hymn:  717 V4 

 Opening Acclamation        355 

S102 Trisagion         356 

 Collect of the Day                   Insert  

 First Lesson:  Book of Jeremiah 1:4-10                                       Insert 

 Psalm 71         Insert 

 Second Lesson: First Letter to the Corinthians 13:1-13   Insert 

            Gradual:  “Word of God, Speak”      Insert  

 Gospel:  Luke 4:21-30        Insert 

 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

 The Nicene Creed        358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI       392 

 Confession and Absolution       360 

           The Peace 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

HOLY COMMUNION  

 The Great Thanksgiving 

 Eucharistic Prayer B        367 

S120 Sursum Corda         

S125 Sanctus 

 Memorial Acclamation        368 

 The Lord’s Prayer        364 

 Breaking of the Bread 

S152 Fraction Anthem 

 Communion Hymns: 

598 “Lord Christ when first thou cam’st to earth” 

359 “God of the prophets, bless the prophets’ heirs” 

448 Post Communion Hymn:  “O love, how deep, how broad, how wide”                                              

 Post Communion Prayer       365 

 Blessing                            

569 Recessional:  “God the Omnipotent! King who ordainest” 

 Dismissal 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany          FEBRUARY 3, 2019 
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 

Lector  8:00 AM                  Susan Quigley 

LEM 8:00 AM         Stefanie Rotsaert 

Altar Guild 8:00 AM       Mary Storey, Betty Carino 

Ushers 8:00 AM             Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine, Peter Quigley 

Lector 10:00 AM             Amanda Rutkowski 

LEMs  10:00 AM             Susan Clarke, Lillian Fink 

Altar Guild 10:00 AM            Pat Russo, Glenda Roedell 

Ushers 10:00 AM             Bob Axon, Jim Mason 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF                                       February 3, 2019– February 9, 2019 

 

Today     Holy Eucharist              8:00 am-10:00 am 

                           AA Meeting                                                                                     8:00 pm  

Monday              Office Open                9:00 am-2:00 pm
               

Tuesday     

        

Wednesday   Closed AA Meeting                                                   3:00 pm 

                          Chime Practice                                                                                  7:00 pm
    

Thursday           Healing Service       10:00 am 

                          Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  

 

Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                   9:30 am 

 

Saturday            AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 

    AA Meeting         8:00 pm                                                          

Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship.   
     All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table, re-
gardless of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 
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Valentine Potluck 

Bring your favorite dish 

Sunday, February 17, 2019 

@ NOON  

STEWARDSHIP 

“ Now this I say, he who sows sparingly 

will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each 

one must do just as he has purposed in his 

hear, not grudgingly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is 

able to  make all grace abound to you, so 

that always having all sufficiency in every-

thing, you may have an abundance for 

every good deed.” 

 

2 Corinthians 9:6-11 

 

 

 

Way of Saint Paul 

What to do when you are confused 

 

“For the Spirit God gave us does not 

make us timid, but gives us power, 

love, and self-discipline” 

 

2 Peter 1:7 

Parish Open Bowl is coming 

up! Mark your calendar for 

Saturday, February 23rd at 

Playdrome 

We look forward to seeing  

everyone after the Sunday  

services for fantastic food and  

fellowship! 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany        February 3, 2019 
 
Collect of the Day 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on 

earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant 

us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

.  

 

First Reading                 Book of Jeremiah 1:4-10 

 

Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, "Before I formed you in the 

womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed 

you a prophet to the nations." Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not 

know how to speak, for I am only a youth." But the LORD said to me, "Do 

not say, 'I am only a youth'; for to all to whom I send you you shall go, and 

whatever I command you you shall speak. Be not afraid of them, for I am 

with you to deliver you, says the LORD." Then the LORD put forth his hand 

and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, "Behold, I have put my 

words in your mouth. See, I have set you this day over nations and over 

kingdoms, to pluck up and to break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to 

build and to plant." 
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Psalm 71 

 

1  In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; * 

 let me never be ashamed.  

 

2  In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; * 

 incline your ear to me and save me.  

 

3  Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; * 

 you are my crag and my stronghold.  

 

4  Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, * 

 from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor.  

 

5  For you are my hope, O Lord GOD, * 

 my confidence since I was young.  

 

6  I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; 

 from my mother's womb you have been my strength; * 

 my praise shall be always of you.  

  

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
CHIME CHOIR:  Wednesdays 7:00 - 8:30 pm 
HEALING SERVICE Thursday 10:00 am 
CHOIR PRACTICE:  Thursdays 2:00 pm 
ORDER OF ST. LUKE:  2nd Thursday of each month after 
Healing Service 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND:  Fridays 9:30 am 
 
Fellowship and Fundraising committee meeting February 
10, 2019 @ Noon 

 

CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups and 
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES WINTER 
clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing  
buttons, tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in 
our parking lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other 
items. We are very appreciative of your kind donations to, and pur-
chases from, this fundraising project. 
 
 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is an  
URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00 a.m. ser-
vice.  Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need 
of additional members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  
group of parishioners who will pray for any who are in 
need.  If you are interested or would like further information, please 
contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for details.  Greta is the contact 
when placing, on the Prayer Chain, your name or the names of family, 
neighbors, or  friends who would like prayers for healing, comfort, or 
any other purpose. 
 
 

 
CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  JoAnn Smithson is the Congregational  
Coordinator for Care Givers Volunteers here at St. Stephen’s.  Please continue to use the 
mailbox in the Office to put in your hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-0821. 
 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use the basket on the back table.

The ECW Bake-less Bake Sale 

The first ECW fundraiser of the year kicks 

off this Sunday, February 3rd going through 

until the last Sunday of the month.  

Envelopes are in the pews to place donations comparable the 

time and materials spent to bake items for a bake sale. This 

saves time for everyone involved while benefitting the ECW to 

fund various projects. Thank you for your consideration. 

Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner 

    Sponsored by the Men’s Club 

 of Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church at Whiting 

    Saturday, March 9, 2019 at  3:00 pm 

Donation……..$15.00 

Kids (under 12)……. $7.00 

Tickets are available in the 

Church office 

Questions please call: 

732-350-2121 

Mon.-Thurs. 9 am-2 pm 

Holy Gospel             Luke 4:21-30 

And he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 

And all spoke well of him, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of 

his mouth; and they said, "Is not this Joseph's son?" And he said to them, "Doubtless 

you will quote to me this proverb, 'Physician, heal yourself; what we have heard you 

did at Caper'na-um, do here also in your own country.'" And he said, "Truly, I say to 

you, no prophet is acceptable in his own country. But in truth, I tell you, there were 

many widows in Israel in the days of Eli'jah, when the heaven was shut up three years 

and six months, when there came a great famine over all the land; and Eli'jah was sent 

to none of them but only to Zar'ephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a 

widow. And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Eli'sha; and 

none of them was cleansed, but only Na'aman the Syrian." When they heard this, all in 

the synagogue were filled with wrath. And they rose up and put him out of the city, and 

led him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, that they might throw him 

down headlong. But passing through the midst of them he went away. 

Second Reading                                    First Letter to the Corinthians 13:1-13 

 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am 

nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver my body to be burned, but have not 

love, I gain nothing. Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not 

arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it 

does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends; as for prophecies, they 

will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. For 

our knowledge is imperfect and our prophecy is imperfect; but when the perfect comes, 

the imperfect will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a 

child, I reasoned like a child; when I became a man, I gave up childish ways. For now 

we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall under-

stand fully, even as I have been fully understood. So faith, hope, love abide, these three; 

but the greatest of these is love. 



  
 

 

 In today’s liturgy, we continue the account of Jesus’ sermon in his home 

synagogue in Nazareth and its results. The congregation immediately discounts his 

teaching because he is known to them. Jesus points out that the prophets and 

teachers of the past were rejected by their own people and so took their message to 

others. This enrages the congregation and he barely escapes with his life. 

 

 In the first reading, the prophet Jeremiah is called by God and demurs at first 

because of his youth. But God implants the word in Jeremiah and commissions him 

to bring a message of challenge to all peoples. Subsequently Jeremiah, like Jesus, 

was rejected by those to whom he was sent. 

 

 The second reading today carries on Paul’s teaching to the Corinthians about 

the proper use of spiritual gifts. After speaking of various gifts of the Spirit, he 

explains that all of them are empty and meaningless without love, which is the 

greatest of all gifts, and the only one that lasts. This well-known passage, justly 

loved by Christians, is also a challenge to all of us to judge our gifts by the love they 

build up in the church, which is the body of Christ. 

 

 We gather in Eucharist to meet Christ and to hear his message. Today’s 

readings carry a warning to us that those who reject the message will find its 

promises going to others. We too are to bear that message and to state it clearly. We 

may be rejected, but like Jesus and the prophets before him, we continue to go to all 

people and to proclaim that message by word and deed so that all people may hear it 

and accept it. 

  

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Announcements                           February 3, 2019 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament: 

Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with those who have 
been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer . 
 

 
                  ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each month at     9:30 am 
Arista-Care   1st Monday of each month at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month at  2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month at   2:00 pm 
 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God  

Sans Memorial 
    
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God 

In celebration of our 50th wedding anniversary 

From Peter and Susan Quigley 


