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Just a reminder of your homework 

assignment from the beginning of 

Advent. Did you read? Are you 

reading? If we are to gain in our 

relationship with God during Year 

A of our lectionary, we really need 

to do more than just listen to the 

Gospel each Sunday morning. It is 

a help of course, but, we need more 

to get the full benefit of those 

readings. We need context. That 

context begins by being familiar 

with the whole of the Gospel; its 

time line, its setting, its themes; we 

can’t get them without reading the 

whole Gospel. 

The Episcopal Church is 

sometimes referred to as the church 

of the book.  The book they are 

referring to is the Book of 

Common Prayer. That book guides 

our prayer, worship and basic 

understanding of who we are in a 

way which is common to all our 

members: lay people, bishops, 

priests and deacons. It is filled with 

scriptural wisdom and orderly 

forms of prayer. The collect for the 

28th Sunday after Pentecost which 

will be on November 15 of this 

year, reads: 

   

“Blessed Lord, who caused all 

holy Scriptures to be written for 

our learning: Grant us so to hear 

them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them, that we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the 

blessed hope of everlasting life, 

which you have given us in our 

Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.” 

This collect, along with many other 

parts of our Prayer Book directs us 

to the most important book 

available to anyone wanting to 

know God, the Holy Bible. Notice 

that it doesn’t just tell us to hear 

and read.  

(Continue on page 4) 

  From the Rector’s 

Desk... 

Read the Gospel of Matthew 
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MUSIC  

NOTES 

 

Everything 
 

Ev'rything, ev'rything 
Lord, You are ev'rything to me 
Everything, ev'rything 
Lord, You are ev'rything to me 
 
My treasure, my priority, 
Who can compare to You 
Great is the measure of Your royalty 
Oh Morning Star, You truly are, 
Ev'rything 
 
CCLI Song # 3672626 
Israel Houghton 
© 2001 Integrity's Praise! Music (Admin. by Capitol 
CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) 
Sound Of The New Breed (Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. 
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 2405308 
 

Sometimes, all it takes is a short 
piece of worship music that 
acknowledges who Jesus is to our 
heart, and we are lifted into a place 
of peace and joy. When we 
acknowledge that Jesus has 
everything that we could ever need 
we are also acknowledging our 
perfect trust in His love and care for 
us. That’s what music can do for us.  
 
Come and sing with our wonderful 
choir on Wednesday and Sunday 
mornings. Just a few hours of 
offering your time to God in musical 
worship and your spirits surely are 
lifted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are hoping to restart the chime 
choir. I found an incredible choir 
anthem that has accompanying 
chimes for the Easter season. 
Wouldn’t it be fun to share that with 
our church family at this 
Resurrection time. Come and see me 
after a Sunday morning service or 
call me to let me know you are 
wanting to ring the chimes with us.  
 
Don’t forget that we want your 
music suggestions.  
 

Happy St. Valentines Day! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Esther- 
Music Minister 

http://www.ccli.com/
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Bishop & Chief Pastor 

The Rt. Rev. William H. (Chip) Stokes 

Rector 

The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., M. Div., Th. M. 

 Choir Minister  

Esther Graham 

Treasurer 

Gerianne Murphy 

Assistant Treasurer 

Sandra Gaskill 

Rector’s Warden 

Stefanie Rotsaert (’21) 

Property Warden 

Richard Smithson (’22) 

Clerk of the Vestry 

JoAnn Smithson 

 

Vestry Members: 

 

 

 

 

  

    

           

                                Office Staff: 

               Parish Administrator   Colleen Clover  

               Sexton                            Tom O’Brien 

               Office Volunteer           Stefanie Rotsaert 

 

Parish Staff HELP HOTLINE NUMBERS                                                          

As many of us face challenges with today’s unstable econ-

omy, here are some helpful telephone numbers for assis-

tance.  Pass them along if you know someone who needs a 

little extra help getting through these tough times. 

Heating & Weatherization 

O.C.E.A.N, Inc. 732-244-5333 (heating) 

732-244-5396 (weatherization) 

www.oceaninc.org 

NJ Shares 866-657-4273 

www.njshares.org 

Mortgage Assistance 

Hope Hotline 888-995-HOPE 

www.hopenow.com 

Health Insurance, Food Stamps, Utilities 

NJ Family Care 800-701-0710 

www.njfamilycare.org 

OC Board of Social Services 732-349-1500 

Verizon NJ Communication Lifeline 

888-337-3339 

Ocean County Government Resource Center 

732-370-8854 

www.ocean.nj.us/socialservices 

Ocean County Food Bank 732-918-2600 

www.foodbankmoc.org 

Angel Food Ministries 732-240-7543 

Pick-up location Christ Episcopal Church 

1415 Washington St., Toms River 

www.angelfoodministries.com 

Other Important Numbers 

Social Security 800-772-1213 

www.socialsecurity.gov 

NJ Unemployment Insurance 732-761-2020 

www.state.nj.us 

 

 

Class of 2021 

Lillian Fink 

Marge Pomykala 

Peter Quigley 

Class of 2022 

Pat Russo 

Randy Walton 

Dottie Kaster 

Class of 2023 

Sam Mauro 

Tom Larson 

Bill Bodine 
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No. It tells us to become intimately familiar with the Bible; to take it into our being so that we carry it and its 

wisdom with us wherever we may go in life. It also tells us that the Bible is not something to hold in such 

high esteem that we put it in a glass case or on a bookshelf and never bend the corners of its pages. Rather we 

should underline meaningful verses, put notes or questions in the margins, and bend corners to mark things 

we want to get to quickly. 

Notice also in the collect, that we are to read “all holy scripture.”  So many Christians are under the 

impression that all we have to read is the New Testament in order to know Jesus and his will for us. That’s not 

a bad place to start, but we also need to read the Old Testament because that is the scripture which Jesus knew 

and referenced in his teaching. Just think how much more we could understand about Jesus if we knew what 

the prophets like Isaiah or Jeremiah had said about him or what the first Adam was like compared to Jesus, 

the second Adam. 

In order to assist in your growth through the Bible we are planning two Bible Studies in the coming months. 

First is a study of “The Names if Jesus.” Did you know that there are no less than 50 names and titles for 

Jesus in the Bible? Each one gives us a unique insight into his character and purpose. The second study will 

be “The Women in the Bible.” In this year which celebrates the 100th anniversary of Women’s Suffrage, what 

better than to see how women participated in God’s plans for all of us and his son Jesus? The first study will 

run from January 16th at 12 noon and 5pm, and run for 5 or 6 weeks. The second study begins the week after 

Ash Wednesday, day and time yet to be determined. 

Looking forward to making the Bible more effective in each of our lives, 

Rev. Paul A.Van Sant, Sr.,    

M. Div.;Th.M. 

Rector 
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           ECW News 

                      By Stefanie Rotsaert     

 

 

 

 

Bake-less Bake sale is our first fundraiser of the year. Each of us are so busy! Instead of us baking and 

buying each other's delicious wares, a contribution or donation in the envelope in your pew makes it easy. 

ANY contribution is appreciated, and we thank everyone in advance for their continued support and 

consideration. 

Word Day of Prayer will be held at St. Stephen’s on Friday, March 6, at 1 PM. Each year, women from a 

country of the world write a service based on a Bible reading. This year is, “Rise! Take your mat and walk” It 

is based on John 5. Jesus asked if a person wanted to be made well. Do you want to be healed? It is the life-

changing question: What are you going to do? This year’s country is Zimbabwe. Come and join us and 

members of other churches as we learn more about it. Readers will be from our church and Christ Lutheran 

Church as well as the Community Reformed Church. Please keep in mind that we have a free-will offering 

that will help to continue World Day of Prayer projects throughout the world. Refreshments will be served and 

all are welcome! 

English Teas will be held on Thursday, April 16th and Thursday, May 21st. Each event is from 2-4 PM. 

Tickets are $15.00 per person. These teas are not advertised, as they sell out quickly, so be sure to get your 

tickets and bring friends and enjoy delicious foods on beautiful china. Each event will bring 100 people, so 

please bring a friend. See Stefanie for your tickets. 

Thanks to EVERYONE that donates card fronts for Saint Jude’s, box tops for kids, cancelled stamps for 

Veterans, pop-tops for the Ronald McDonald house, and the toiletries for the Battered Women’s Shelter. Each 

project needs our help, so help is always appreciated.  

Thank you to everyone who signed our Parish Christmas Card. Everyone enjoyed sharing your heart-felt joys 

and wishes for the Christmas Season and New Year. 

 

  

 

 

     

 

Stefanie Rotsaert 

ECW President 

732-350-2904 
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News from the Treasurer’s Desk 

 

Wow, February came awful fast; I haven’t recovered from Decem-
ber yet!  As I prepare this, we are still working on closing out the 
books and reports for 2019. 

If you have not already submitted a pledge card, please send one in as soon as possible.  That information is 
essential for planning purposes. 

If you have not picked up your box of giving envelopes yet, please pick them up in the Narthex. If you need 
them delivered to you, call the office and we will take care of it. 

I heard through the grapevine that there may be some questions about our new giving envelope format.  A 
little background:  we made the change to the envelope because we’ve changed how we handle money when 
we count it on Sunday.  The change in the counting process saves our volunteers about 30 minutes each Sun-
day.  The new envelope design very easily synchs up with how we count and record the income.  It also saved 
us a little money because fewer envelopes were printed. 

Here’s an sample of a giving envelope for a person who pledged to give $25 per week for Operating Expens-
es, $5 per week for Maintenance, and $5 per week for Capital Campaign:   
 

 
 
Only one check and envelope is necessary – you will indicate on the envelope how the check is to be distrib-
uted to Pledge, Maintenance, or Capital.  If you only donate for Maintenance and/or Capital on a monthly ba-
sis, then some of your envelopes may not show an amount on every line.   
 
Donations for Altar Flowers or other Memorials should still be handled separately. 
 
The numbered envelope is a critical part of the record keeping process.  PLEASE USE YOUR 2020 ENVE-
LOPES.  (If you use a 2019 envelope in 2020, your donation may not be assigned to your new envelope num-
ber.)  
As you know, the team that handles the sorting and recording of income on Sunday are volunteers.  The new 
process allows us to finish up quicker.   
 
We are thankful for your continued contributions to St. Stephen’s.  This is what keeps us going! 
 

Gerianne Murphy,  
Treasurer 
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(Preliminary Schedule / Please contact office for current information.) 

Tuesday, February 25th ........................................................ Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner (4 PM – 6PM) 
 

Monday, March 2nd ............................................................. Bus Trip to Philadelphia Flower Show (12 Noon – 8PM) 
 

Friday, March 6th ................................................................. World Day of Prayer (at St. Stephen’s) (1 PM) 
 

Saturday, March 14th ........................................................... Corned Beef Dinner (3 PM) 
 

Saturday, April 4th ............................................................... Dollar Auction (12 Noon) 
 

Saturday, April 11th ............................................................. Easter Vigil at Cathedral in Trenton (Details to be announced)) 
 

Thursday, April 16th ............................................................ English Tea #1 (2 PM – 4 PM) 
 

Saturday, April 25th ............................................................. Flea Market (9 AM – 2 PM) 
 

Saturday, May 2nd ............................................................... Blessing of the Bikes (Noon – 4 PM) 
 

Saturday, May 16th .............................................................. OSL Healing Mission (8 AM – 3 PM) 
 

Thursday, May 21st ............................................................. English Tea #2 (2 PM – 4 PM) 
 

Monday, June 1st   ............................................................. Community Micah Award Dinner (4:30 PM)    
 

Thursday, June 4th ............................................................... ECW Meeting (1 PM) 
 

Saturday, July 18th   ........................................................... Bluegrass & Blueberry (1 PM – 3 PM) 
 

Thursday, September 3rd ..................................................... ECW Meeting (1 PM – 3 PM) 
 

Saturday, September 5th ...................................................... Annual Fair / Dignified Junque (8 AM – 1 PM) 
 

Sunday, September 13th   ................................................... Homecoming Barbecue (Noon – 2PM) 
 

Thursday, September 17th .................................................... ECW Fashion Show (1 PM – 3 PM) 
 

Tuesday, September 22nd..................................................... Sight & Sound:  “Queen Esther” (8:30 AM – 8:30 PM) 
 

Saturday, October 3rd   ....................................................... Pasta & More Dinner (Sponsors: ECW & Men’s Club) 
                                                                                        or Designer Bag Bingo 

Saturday, October 17th ......................................................... Women of Honor Luncheon 11 AM – 2 PM / off-site) 
 

Sunday, October 18th ........................................................... Community Crop Walk (at Community Reformed Church) 
                                                                                      (1:30 PM – 3 PM) 
 

Tuesday, October 20th   ..................................................... Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends Coupon Day (8 AM – 11 PM) 
 

Saturday, October 24th   ..................................................... Crafts and Vendor Fair (9 AM – 2 PM) 
 

Sunday, November 22nd  ................................................... Pineland Symphonic Band Concert (3 PM) 
 

Thursday, December 3rd ...................................................... ECW Meeting (1 PM – 3PM) 
 

Thursday, December 10th  ................................................. WBA Christmas Tree Lighting Community Celebration 4PM – 6PM) 
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Order of Saint Luke 

    Do you need Prayers  for Healing 

The Order of Saint Luke is a Healing Ministry. On the last Sunday of each month, 

prayers of healing are provided following Holy Eucharist at the 8 AM and 10 AM ser-

vices at Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church. Members are also available after Sunday 

services near the Baptismal Font. In addition, prayers are offered at our 10 AM Healing 

Service on Thursdays. 

   PRAYER OF THE  ORDER OF ST. LUKE THE PHYSICIAN 

  Almighty God, who inspired Your servant Luke the Physician to set forth in the Gospel the 

love and healing power of Your son: Graciously continue in Your Church the love and power to heal, to the 

praise and glory of Your Name, through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

      
  

                                    

 

 

  A prayer for Healing 

By Lillian Fink 

Lord, You invite all who are burdened to come to 

You. 

Allow Your healing hand to heal me. 

Touch my soul with Your compassion for others. 

Touch my heart with Your courage and infinite 

love for all. 

Touch my mind with Your wisdom that my mouth 

may always proclaim Your praise. 

Teach me to reach out to You in my need, and help 

me to lead others to You by my example. 

Most loving Jesus, bring me health in body, and 

spirit that I may serve You with all my strength.  

Touch gently this life which You have crated, now 

and forever. 

Amen 

How to Bring Healing 

Submitted by Krupa Abbott 

The Holy Spirit provides the power to heal 

to each of us. Some of us are particularly 

gifted to heal, and Jesus told us we can 

heal; it is something that can come to each 

of us.  

Healing can be a combination or individu-

ally in the areas of emotions, physical, 

spiritual, or mental health. Sometimes 

healing takes a few minutes, or hours. 
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Side Notes & Parish Happenings 

Easter Flower Offerings 

The deadline for Easter Flower offerings is Sunday, March 29th 

Easter Sunday is April 12th. This is the time when we especially want to  remember our loved ones and 
friends who have died or to express thanksgiving for someone’s kindness and love. 

Easter Flower envelopes will be enclosed in the March edition of your Chapel Chimes. These envelopes can, 
with the appropriate information, be put in the Sunday Offering, mailed, or brought to the Church office.  En-

velopes are in the pews and the Narthex for everyone’s convenience. 

For questions please see Valerie Thompson@ 732-657-4510 

TRIP LEAVING FROM SAINT STEPHENS 

Tuesday, September 22nd—Sight and Sound presents 

“Queen Esther” 

Other trips are being planned for 2020. Flyers for any of the 

trips will be in the Narthex. Sign up soon. Seats are limited. See 

Stefanie for details or giver her a call: 732-350-2904 

Thyroid Support Group Meeting dates for 2020 

                                  (second Monday of each Month.) 

January 13  April 13 July 13   October 12 

February 10  May 11 August 10  November 9 

March 9  June 8  September 14  December 14 

Please feel free to contact the group facilitator with any questions: Stefanie 

Rotsaert @ 732-350-2904 (cut out and save this section for quick reference) 

1st Annual Boy Scout Spring Craft and Vendor Fair  

     Coming in MARCH   

       Saint Stephens INDOOR Flea Market in  

  Coming in APRIL 

Coming up in the NEXT issue of Chapel 

Chimes….. 

Shrove Pancake 

Dinner 

At Saint Stephens 

Tuesday, February 

25, 2020 

From 4-6 PM 
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Upcoming Events to look forward and sign up for! 

Spring is coming!  The Fellowship and Fundraising Committee has just the thing to usher in warmer weather 

and the hope of spring: The Annual Dollar Auction! Due to the overwhelming popularity of last year’s event, 

we just couldn’t pass up having another one. 

The Dollar Auction will be held 

Saturday, April 4, 2020  

The Event kicks off at Noon with a free lunch. The Auction begins at 1:00 PM. During the hour before the 

bidding starts, the items will be on display. Each bid is a dollar. This is a fun and energetic afternoon where 

you could win the items of your dreams! 

 Please drop off new donated items (we cannot accept used items) to the church office or on Sunday.  If you 

need items picked up, please call Beverly or Tom Larson @ (732)-849-6256  and they will be happy to pick 

up items for you. 

Some suggestions for what is popular: 

 

 

 

 

 

     

The Fellowship and Fundraising committee also invite everyone to participate in our 

SUPER 50/50 Drawing  

To be held Tuesday—March 31st here at Saint Stephen’s at 11 a.m. 

Tickets are 10.00 each. You can purchase tickets on Sundays, or contact  

Tom Larson @ 732-849-6256   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Toaster    

 Electric tea pot 

 Portable car vacuum 

 Shower curtain sets 

 Towel sets 

 Panini Press 

 George Forman Grill 

 Fry Baby 

 Towel sets 

 Nick knack items 
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3rd Therese Heon 

5th June Bruen  

6th Rose Emo 

8th Dottie Intrieri  

 Emily Stahl 

10th Mary Ann Payne 

11th Peter Quigley  

12th Winter Bradley 

13th Greta Pearl 

14th  Stephen Gural 

15th Megan Costigliola 

18th Grayson Bradley 

19th Joan Gordon 

 Abelerdo Gonzalez 

20th Terry Rutkowski 

21st James Ridge 

23rd Lana Dey 

 Daniel Lee 

24th Shelagh Bluni 

 Jane Schaut 

25th Irv Neuman 

31st Ruthann Brooks 

1st Catherine Karlick 

6th Gerry Costigliola 

7th Kathleen Hannon 

 Betsy Woods 

 Deborah De Louise 

11th Amanda Rutkowski 

14th Carl Laursen  

 Martha D’Abundo 

15th Donald Nadeau 

 Melvyn Bray 

16th Patricia Stahl 

19th Jim Jados 

 Nichole Stahl 

21st Cole Hinton 

22nd Michael Quigley 

24th Thomas Teta 

27th Beverly Mc Daniels 

29th Arline Grande 

    
  

Is Winter dragging on a little bit?  

There may not be an app for that, but we have a solution!  

APRIL 25th will be our Indoor Flea Market! 

This is the time to sell some of those Odds & Ends, or 

White Elephants that seem to add to our clutter. 

To reserve your table call Jo Ann Smithson @ 

732-408-5351 or 609-575-1879 
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Laughing is Good for the Soul 

If you like the picture of Jesus laughing on the top right of this page, you can obtain a color print in a variety 

of standard sizes from any of your local Christian book stores. 



 

14 
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Advertisers 
We need Advertisers for our Newsletter to defray 

the cost of postage and printing.   We are offering 

a Business Card Ad for one year; that’s eleven 

issues on an inside page for only $100. 

(We publish one issue for July/August.) 

We make this special offer: 

A full year in our newsletter PLUS a full page 

ad in the Fair Book  $115 

 A full year in our newsletter PLUS a half page 

ad in the Fair Book $110 

A full year in our newsletter PLUS a quarter page 

ad in the Fair Book $105 
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Upcoming Calendar  Events  

1st Annual Boy Scout Spring Craft and Vendor Fair 

Corned Beef Dinner 
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