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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden at 732/716-1656 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



The Third Sunday of Advent                       December 17, 2017 

Holy Eucharist Rite I                 8:00 & 10:00 A.M. 
 

Hymnal  

  THE WORD OF GOD             BCP  

56  Processional Hymn: O come, O come, Emmanuel                (verses 1-4) 

               Opening Acclamation      319 

  Confession and Absolution     320 

S-91  Kyrie        324 

  The Collect of the Day                 Insert                                     

  First Lesson:  Book of Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11   Insert 

  Psalm 126                             Insert 

  Second Lesson: First Letter to the Thessalonians 5:16-24 Insert 

  Gradual – “Alleluia! He is coming” Verses 1-3   Insert 

  The Holy Gospel:  John 1:6-8, 19-28               Insert 

  Sermon:  Fr. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

  The Nicene Creed      326 

  Prayers of the People      328 

  The Peace       332 

  Announcements 

  Offertory Anthem:  

  Doxology: “All things come of thee O Lord” 

      HOLY COMMUNION 

  Eucharist Prayer II      340 

S112  Sursum Corda 

S113  Sanctus 

  The Lord’s Prayer       336 

S152  Breaking of the Bread      337 

S157  Agnus Dei 

  Communion  Hymns: 

 59                       “Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding” 

 67      “Comfort, comfort, ye my people” 

 321  Post Communion Hymn “My God, thy table now is spread” 

  Blessing       339 

72  Recessional: “Hark! The glad sound, the Savior comes” 

Third Sunday of Advent                                                   December 17, 2017                                   
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
 
Lector  8:00 AM             Greta Pearl 
LEM 8:00 AM          Jo Ann Smithson 
Altar Guild 8:00 AM      Mary Storey, Betty Corino 
Ushers 8:00 AM          Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 
Lector 10:00 AM          Sandy Gaskill 
LEMs  10:00 AM          Bill Bodine, Stefanie Rotsaert 
Altar Guild 10:00 AM    Barbara Lavinio, Margaret Poper 
Ushers 10:00 AM          Al Thompson, John Brown 
 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:            December 17–December 23, 2017 
 
Today     Holy Eucharist                                                                               8 &10 am 
                             
                           AA Meeting                                                                                     8:00 pm 
                                                                                                            
Monday             Vestry Meeting                                                                               10:00  am 
                           Thyroid Support Group                                                                 10:00 am 
                           Adult Bible Study                                                                            6:00  pm 
                                                                                                                                               
Tuesday             Adult Bible Study                                                                             1:00 pm            
                          Closed AA Meeting                                                                          2:00 pm                                                                        
Wednesday  
                          Closed AA Meeting                                                    3:00 pm 
                          Chime Practice                                                                                  7:00 pm
    
Thursday           Healing Service                                                                               10:00 am     
                          Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  
 
Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                   9:30 am 
 
Saturday            AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 
    AA Meeting                                                                8:00 pm                                                          
                Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table, regard-

less of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this 
sacrament. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Noisy Sunday is here!  
Bring all your loose change and make a noisy offering! 

All Proceeds will benefit our Daily Bread Food Pantry 

Our heartfelt 

thanks to those who serve others 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Give to the Most High as He has given to you, generously,  

according to your means.” 

Sirach 7:10 

Third Sunday of Advent                                                    December 17, 2017 
                                                                                                  8 AM & 10 AM                  
Collect of the Day 
 
Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sore-

ly hindered by our sins, let thy bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, 

world without end. Amen. 

 

First Reading                                         Book of Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good 

tidings to the afflicted; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 

the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of 

the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to 

grant to those who mourn in Zion--to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of glad-

ness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be 

called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. They 

shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair 

the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. For I the LORD love justice, I hate 

robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an ever-

lasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their 

offspring in the midst of the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge them, that they 

are a people whom the LORD has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul 

shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered 

me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a 

bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden 

causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to 

spring forth before all the nations. 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 126 

 

 

1  When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, * 

then were we like those who dream.  

 

2  Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 

and our tongue with shouts of joy.  

 

3  Then they said among the nations, * 

"The LORD has done great things for them."  

 

4  The LORD has done great things for us, * 

and we are glad indeed.  

 

5  Restore our fortunes, O LORD, * 

like the watercourses of the Negev.  

 

6  Those who sowed with tears * 

will reap with songs of joy.  

 

7  Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  

 

 

 

Vestry Meeting Monday December 18 @ 10:00 a.m. 
 

Thyroid Support Group Monday December 18 @ 
10:00 a.m. 
 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND Practice Fridays 9:30 am 
 
 
CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups  

meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Fall/Winter 
clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing buttons, 
tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our parking 
lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other items. We 
are very appreciative of your kind donations  and purchases from this 
fundraising project. 
 

 
 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is an URGENT call 
out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00 a.m. service.  Two 
LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of additional 
members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  group of parishioners who 
will pray for any who are in need.  If you are interested or would like 
further information, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for de-
tails.  Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer Chain, your 
name or the names of family, neighbors, or  friends who would like 

prayers for healing, comfort, or any other purpose. 
 
 

 
CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  
JoAnn Smithson is the Congregational  Coordinator for Care Givers 
Volunteers here at St. Stephen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in 
the Office to put in your hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-
0821. 
 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 
 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 
 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use  
 

 

 

Come to Bible Study 

on Mondays  @ 6PM- 

Tuesdays @ 1PM 

We are studying the book of Mark 

 

Second Reading                                       First Letter to the Thessalonians 5:16-24 

 

Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit, do not despise prophesying, but test 

everything; hold fast what is good, abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace 

himself sanctify you wholly; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful, and he will 

do it. 

 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                          John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to bear 

witness to the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to 

bear witness to the light. And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" He confessed, he did not deny, but 

confessed, "I am not the Christ." And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He 

said, "I am not." "Are you the prophet?" And he answered, "No." They said to him then, 

"Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about your-

self?" He said, "I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of 

the Lord,' as the prophet Isaiah said." Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They 

asked him, "Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 

prophet?" John answered them, "I baptize with water; but among you stands one whom 

you do not know, even he who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not wor-

thy to untie." This took place in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 On this Third Sunday of Advent we again are focused on John the Baptist. Today 

we hear more about John’s ministry and his response to questions raised by his message. 

An important issue for many in the days of the early Church was the relationship between 

Jesus and John. In response to those who believed that John the Baptist was the Messiah, 

the early Christians remembered John’s own words: “I am not the Messiah...I am the 

voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’” 

 

 The first reading is Isaiah’s poem of the anointed one and his ministry of peace, 

healing, and redemption. In his first sermon Jesus applied this passage to himself. In this 

Advent time we anticipate our celebration of the birth of the anointed one who comes to 

save. 

 

 The second reading is the conclusion of Paul’s first letter to the Church in 

Thessalonica. He wrote this letter to encourage them to persevere in the Way as they 

waited for the return of Jesus. Paul assures them that the Lord will return but that their 

lives now are to reflect the nature of God’s Kingdom rather than to be spent in sitting 

back and awaiting the End. 

 

 The Church’s Eucharist is a foretaste of that coming of Christ which is still ahead. 

In word and sacrament, song and story, we encounter the Reign of God in our midst and 

we reveal that future joy to the world. Like John the Baptist we are sent ahead of the One 

who is coming and our joy is to see God’s presence in the world increase. 

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Announcements                        December 17, 2017 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 

 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month            at   9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God  

In memory of Pat Laursen by her husband Carl 

And in honor of my sister Claire Wolpert by Stefanie Rotsaert 

And  in memory of my husband Robert by Greta Pearl 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are give to the glory of God  

In loving memory of my wonderful wife Pat by Carl Laursen 

And 

In memory of my husband Tom 

By Carol Cavanaugh 


