
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 

180 Route 539, Whiting, NJ 08759 

 Phone:  732-350-2121, Fax:  732/350-6000  

ssechurch@gmail.com 

www.saintstephenswhiting.org 

A parish of the Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey  

The Rt. Rev. William H. (Chip) Stokes, Bishop  

The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector  

Sandra Gaskill, Treasurer  

Gerianne Murphy Assistant Treasurer 

Pam Unger, Organist & Choir Director  

Colleen Clover, Parish Administrator  

Tom O’Brien, Sexton  

Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden   

Wardens and Vestry 2017 

Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden  

Jim Jados, Property Warden  

 Laura Gural, Richard Smithson 

Shelagh Bluni, Lillian FInk, Pat Russo, 

Carol Cavanaugh, William Bodine, Randy Walton 

Jo Ann Smithson, Clerk 

 

Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden at 732/716-1656 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



THIRD  SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY                                                JANUARY 21, 2018 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II                                     8 & 10 am 

Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 

537 Processional Hymn:  “Christ for the world we sing”                                                  

 Patriotic Hymn:  717 V4 

 Opening Acclamation        355 

S102 Trisagion 

 Collect of the Day               Insert  

            First Lesson: Book of Jonah 3:1-5, 10                                  Insert                               
 Psalm 62                                                                                             Insert                              
 Second Lesson: First Letter to the Corinthians 7:29-31                  Insert        

 Gradual:  “Word of God, Speak”                                                                    

 Gospel: Mark 1:14-20               Insert                                                                            

 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

 The Nicene Creed        358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI      392 

 Confession and Absolution       393 

 The Peace 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

HOLY COMMUNION  

 The Great Thanksgiving 

 Eucharistic Prayer B         361 

S120 Sursum Corda 

S125 Sanctus 

 Memorial Acclamation        368 

 The Lord’s Prayer         364 

 Breaking of the Bread                                                                                      337 

S152 Fraction Anthem 

 Communion Hymns 

652         “Dear Lord and Father of mankind”    

660         “O Master, let me walk with thee”                                               

321 Post Communion Hymn “My God, thy table now is spread” 

 Post Communion Prayer       365 

 Blessing                          
539 Recessional: “O Zion haste, thy mission high fulfilling”              

 Dismissal 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany                                       January 21, 2018                                       
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
 
Lector  8:00 AM             Mary Storey 
LEM 8:00 AM          Richard Smithson 
Altar Guild 8:00 AM      Mary Storey, Betty Corino 
Ushers 8:00 AM          Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 
Lector 10:00 AM          Amanda Rutkowski 
LEMs  10:00 AM          Bill Bodine, Stefanie Rotsaert 
Altar Guild 10:00 AM    Peg Smith, Valerie Thompson 
Ushers 10:00 AM          Jim Mason, Joe Orsita 
 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:                   January 21–January 27, 2018 
 
Today     Holy Eucharist                                                                                8 &10 am 
                             
                           AA Meeting                                                                                      8:00 pm 
                                                                                                            
Monday             Adult Bible Study                                                                              6:00 pm 
                                                                                                                                               
Tuesday             Adult Bible Study                                                                             1:00 pm            
                          Closed AA Meeting                                                                           2:00 pm                                                                        
Wednesday  
                          Closed AA Meeting                                                    3:00 pm 
                          Chime Practice                                                                                   7:00 pm
    
Thursday    Healing Service                                                                                10:00 am     
                          Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  
 
Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                    9:30 am 
 
Saturday            AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 
    AA Meeting                    8:00 pm                                                                                
  Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table; re-
gardless of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Stephen’s 

Annual Meeting 

January 28, 2018 @ 10:30 AM 

Following  9 am Holy Eucharist 

  (only one service for January 28th) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“...therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will 

eat” 

Matthew 6:25 

 
 
 
 
 
Today’s Eucharist is offered in Thanksgiving to God with special intentions 
for the soul of Jean Avenoso. We welcome all those who have come today to 
remember Jean and to celebrate her resurrection.  
 
 
 

Third Sunday After the Epiphany                          January 21, 2018 
                                                                                                  8 AM & 10 AM                  
Collect of the Day 
 
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ 

and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the 

whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading                                       Book of Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

 

Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, "Arise, 

go to Nin'eveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you." 

So Jonah arose and went to Nin'eveh, according to the word of the LORD. 

Now Nin'eveh was an exceedingly great city, three days' journey in breadth. 

Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he cried, "Yet forty 

days, and Nin'eveh shall be overthrown!" And the people of Nin'eveh believed 

God; they proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them 

to the least of them. When God saw what they did, how they turned from their 

evil way, God repented of the evil which he had said he would do to them; 

and he did not do it. 



Psalm 62 

6  For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 

truly, my hope is in him.  

 

7  He alone is my rock and my salvation, * 

my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken.  

 

8  In God is my safety and my honor; * 

God is my strong rock and my refuge.  

 

9  Put your trust in him always, O people, * 

pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge.  

 

10  Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, * 

even those of low estate cannot be trusted.  

 

11  On the scales they are lighter than a breath, * 

all of them together.  

 

12  Put no trust in extortion; 

in robbery take no empty pride; * 

though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.  

 

13  God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, * 

that power belongs to God.  

 

14  Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, * 
for you repay everyone according to his deeds.  

 
CHIME CHOIR PRACTICE-Wednesdays 7:00PM-8:30PM 
CHOIRE PRACTICE Thursdays @ 2:00 PM 
EWC MEETINGS 2018:June 7th-Sept 6th-Dec 6th 
ORDER OF SAINT LUKE: 2nd Thurs. after healing service. 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND Practice Fridays 9:30 am 
 
 
 

 
CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups  
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Fall/Winter 
clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing buttons, 
tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our park-
ing lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other items. 
We are very appreciative of your kind donations  and purchases 
from this fundraising project. 
 

 
 
LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is an 
URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00 a.m. ser-
vice.  Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of additional 
members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  group of parishioners who 
will pray for any who are in need.  If you are interested or would like 
further information, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for de-

tails.  Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer Chain, your 
name or the names of family, neighbors, or  friends who would like 
prayers for healing, comfort, or any other purpose. 
 
 

 
CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  
JoAnn Smithson is the Congregational  Coordinator for Care Givers 
Volunteers here at St. Stephen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in 
the Office to put in your hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-
0821. 

 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 
 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 
 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use  
 

 

 

Bible Study sessions will continue 

on Mondays @ 6PM 

Tuesdays @ 1PM 

We are studying the book of Mark Chapter 11  

 

Second Reading                                   First Letter to the Corinthians 7:29-31 

 

I mean, brethren, the appointed time has grown very short; from now on, let 

those who have wives live as though they had none, and those who mourn as 

though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were 

not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, and those 

who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the form 

of this world is passing away. 

 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                               Mark 1:14-20 

 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel 

of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 

hand; repent, and believe in the gospel." And passing along by the Sea of 

Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net in the 

sea; for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, "Follow me and I will 

make you become fishers of men." And immediately they left their nets and 

followed him. And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zeb'edee 

and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. And immedi-

ately he called them; and they left their father Zeb'edee in the boat with the 

hired servants, and followed him. 



 
 

 

 

 Today we continue the seasonal theme of Jesus’ manifestation (“epiphany”) 

as the Son of God. John the Baptist’s arrest ended his ministry and now Jesus 

returns to Galilee and begins his public ministry with the call to repent and the 

calling of his first disciples. Thus, he announced that in him God’s Kingdom has 

been initiated. 

 

 The Old Testament reading is Jonah’s proclamation of judgment on the city 

of Nineveh. The city repents and God’s punishment is averted. 

 

 We continue to read a portion of 1 Corinthians as we do each Epiphany 

season. The Church is to live at all times as though the end is near, which Paul 

believed it was. The Kingdom of God is near and we should conform our lives to 

the urgency of the moment. Many Christians may feel that these words should not 

be treated as an absolute rule in light of the fact that the end did not come 

immediately, as Paul had first thought it would. Nevertheless, his underlying 

principle does apply: live always in preparation for the end. 

 

 We celebrate in the community of faith as those living in the in-between 

times. We are at once the disciples of the Lord and his Body in the world and yet 

sinners who are called to repent. We celebrate Eucharist remembering his death 

and proclaiming his resurrection, while also looking for his coming again. 

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Announcements                            January 21, 2018 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 

 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month            at   9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God 

In Memory of  my father Charles Rotsaert 

From Daughter Stefanie 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God  

In Memory of Jean Avenoso 

By  

The Altar Guild 


