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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

Greta Pearl for prayer requests: 732-350-7584 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Dottie Kaster, Rector’s Warden at 732-647-5065 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 



 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                       AUGUST 12, 2018                                 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II  Proper 14                                          8 am & 10 am   

Hymnal   The Word of God              

 393 Processional Hymn: ”Praise our great and gracious Lord”  

 Patriotic Hymn: 717v4       

 Opening Acclamation           355 

S102 Trisagion 

 Collect of the Day          Insert  

 First Lesson:  Second Book of Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33                           Insert        
 Psalm 130                              Insert 

 Second Lesson:   Letter to the Ephesians 4:25-5:2                 Insert           

 Gradual:  “Word of God, speak” 

 Gospel:  John 6:35, 41-51                Insert  

 Sermon — The Rev. Austin Murray 

 The Nicene Creed          358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI        392 

 Confession and Absolution         393 

 The Peace 

 Announcements 

301 Offertory Anthem: “Bread of the world in mercy broken” 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

    HOLY COMMUNION  

 Eucharistic Prayer A           361 

S120 Sursum Corda 

S125 Sanctus              

S136 Memorial Acclamation          363 

 The Lord’s Prayer           364 

 Breaking of the Bread  

S152 Fraction Anthem 

 Communion Hymns:  

 Post Communion Hymns: 

581  “Where charity and love prevail” 

666         “Out of the depths I call” 

341 Post Communion Hymn: “For the bread which you have broken”  

 Post Communion Prayer           365 

 Blessing                          
690 Recessional: ”Guide me, O thou great Jehovah” 

 Dismissal 

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost          August 12, 2018 

Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
 
Lector           8:00 AM          Edna Blische 

LEM             8:00 AM     Krupa Abbott 

Altar Guild   8:00 AM        Mary Storey, Betty Carino 

Ushers         8:00 AM            Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 

Lector         10:00 AM  Valerie Thompson 

LEMs          10:00 AM  Stefanie Rotsaert, Richard Woods 

Altar Guild  10:00 AM       Barbara Lavinio, Margaret Poper 

Ushers          10:00 AM  Al Thompson, John Brown 

 

CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:           August 12, 2018-August 18, 2018 
 
Today   Holy Eucharist                                                               8 am & 10 am 
   AA Meeting                                                                                    8:00 pm                                                     
 
Monday  Office Open               9:00 am– 2:00 pm
     
Tuesday            Closed AA Meeting                                                                            2:00 pm 
                                                                         
Wednesday   Closed AA Meeting                   3:00 pm 
                          Chime Practice                                                                                   7:00 pm
    
Thursday           Healing Service                 10:00 am 
               Choir Practice                                                                                   2:00 pm  
 
Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                    9:30 am 
 
Saturday      AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 
     AA Meeting         8:00 pm                      

 Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 
 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table; re-
gardless of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this sacra-

ment. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Saint Stephen’S epiScopal church  

is back with another exciting season of tournament action at     

                Playdrome Lanes 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will open the Fall season with our all new  

King of the Hill Tournament! 

Featuring a brand new format and a  

higher prize fund! 

Our first event will be held  

September 30th @ 

6:30 PM At Playdrome of Toms River 

With cash prizes and trophies 

More information to follow soon! 

     44th Annual Fair 

“Dignified Junque” 

September 1st 2018 
Every year we are inundated with wonderful, 

unique items to sell at our Annual Fair.  

We will need volunteers for pric-

ing and organizing items starting 

  August 18t 

     Please contact Stefanie Rotsaert at 732-350-2904 

                     Or the Church Office at 732-350-

Faith and Family  

Homecoming BBQ 

September 9th 

After the 10 AM service 

Look for sign up sheets in the narthex 

Look for more info to come in September’s  

Chapel Chimes 

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost                                August 12, 2018    

Proper 14                     8 AM & 10 AM 

Collect of the Day  

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that 

we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading                   Second Book of Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 

 

And the king ordered Jo'ab and Abi'shai and It'tai, "Deal gently for my sake with the young 

man Ab'salom." And all the people heard when the king gave orders to all the commanders 

about Ab'salom. So the army went out into the field against Israel; and the battle was fought 

in the forest of E'phraim. And the men of Israel were defeated there by the servants of Da-

vid, and the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. The battle spread 

over the face of all the country; and the forest devoured more people that day than the 

sword. And Ab'salom chanced to meet the servants of David. Ab'salom was riding upon his 

mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak, and his head caught fast in 

the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven and earth, while the mule that was under 

him went on. And ten young men, Jo'ab's armor-bearers, surrounded Ab'salom and struck 

him, and killed him. And behold, the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, "Good tidings for 

my lord the king! For the LORD has delivered you this day from the power of all who rose 

up against you." The king said to the Cushite, "Is it well with the young man Ab'salom?" 

And the Cushite answered, "May the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise up 

against you for evil, be like that young man." And the king was deeply moved, and went up 

to the chamber over the gate, and wept; and as he went, he said, "O my son Ab'salom, my 

son, my son Ab'salom! Would I had died instead of you, O Ab'salom, my son, my son!" 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Psalm 130 

 

1  Out of the depths have I called to you, O 

LORD; 

LORD, hear my voice; * 

let your ears consider well the voice of my sup-

plication.  

 

2  If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, 

* 

O Lord, who could stand?  

 

3  For there is forgiveness with you; * 

therefore you shall be feared.  

 

4  I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; * 

in his word is my hope.  

 

5  My soul waits for the LORD, 

more than watchmen for the morning, * 

more than watchmen for the morning.  

 

6  O Israel, wait for the LORD, * 

for with the LORD there is mercy;  

 

 EWC MEETINGS 2018: Sept 6th-Dec 6th 

 ORDER OF SAINT LUKE: 2nd Thurs. after healing service. 

PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND Practice Fridays @ 9:30 am 

 Thursday August 16, 2018 Way of St. Paul meets at 5 PM 

 Next Sunday August 19th Fellowship and Fundraising  

Committee will meet at Noon in the parish hall 

  

    

   

 

 

      

 

 

Altar Guild Flower  

Memorials 

Forms 

 

Forms are now available in the Narthex for 
requesting Altar Flowers and Sanctuary 

Candle Memorials. Please fill out the form 
and place it and your donation in the enve-

lope provided and place in the Offering 
Plate or give it to any Altar Guild member. 
Also, please continue to add your name to 
the chart in the Narthex in the appropriate 

space.  

Thank-you! 

From The Altar Guild  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Stephen’s and AAA  will be raf-

fling off a $1000.00 voucher to-

wards AAA services and products! 

Each chance is $10.00 

Purchase tickets through October 

27th when the winner will be an-

nounced at our Annual Vendor 

Fair! 

See one of our Vestry Members or 

come see us in the Church office 

Monday through 

Thursday Between 9am-2pm 

 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                  Stewardship 

 “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down  
from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 

change” 

 

James 1:17 

      
      

A question was asked of me: 

Does God smile when we love him supremely, trust him completely, obey him 

completely, obey him whole-heartedly, and praise and thank him continually. 

Answer, Psalm 147:11 

God takes pleasure in those who honor him; in those who trust in his constant 

love. I truly believe He does smile. 

Lillian Fink 

 

Second Reading                         Letter to the Ephesians 4:25-5:2 

Therefore, putting away falsehood, let every one speak the truth with his neighbor, for 

we are members one of another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on 

your anger, and give no opportunity to the devil. Let the thief no longer steal, but rather 

let him labor, doing honest work with his hands, so that he may be able to give to those 

in need. Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for edifying, 

as fits the occasion, that it may impart grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the 

Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitter-

ness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, with all mal-

ice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 

forgave you. Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

Holy Gospel                                     John 6:35, 41-51 

Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall not hunger, and he 

who believes in me shall never thirst. The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, 

"I am the bread which came down from heaven." They said, "Is not this Jesus, the son 

of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, 'I have come 

down from heaven'?" Jesus answered them, "Do not murmur among yourselves. No one 

can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him; and I will raise him up at the 

last day. It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall all be taught by God.' Every one 

who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. Not that any one has seen the 

Father except him who is from God; he has seen the Father. Truly, truly, I say to you, 

he who believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna in 

the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that a 

man may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if 

any one eats of this bread, he will live for ever; and the bread which I shall give for the 

life of the world is my flesh." 

 

. 

 



 
 

 

 We continue to hear Jesus’ discourse on the bread of life today. 

Continuing last week’s theme of Jesus himself as the source of nourishment 

for our new life in him, a further level of meaning is introduced. This was 

astounding to Jesus’ hearers (and would be to us if we were not already so 

used to it), for he is not simply speaking of a “spiritual” communion with 

him. He is speaking of his own flesh, his own life. He is the food of eternal 

life. 

 As the prophet Nathan foretold after David’s adultery with Bathsheba, 

his family falls apart. A son of David rapes his own sister, setting the brothers 

at each other’s throats. Then David’s son, Absalom, starts a rebellion against 

his father and almost wins. David still loves the young man and orders that 

his life be spared. His generals, however, kill Absalom. David grieves the 

death of his son and the great kingdom is never the same again. 

 Today’s reading from the Letter to the Ephesians continues from last 

week’s discussion of our unity in the Spirit, to the new way of living which 

is the result of that unity, and to its deepest and most profound implication: 

namely, our new life is one identity, both as individuals and as a people, with 

Jesus himself. What he is, we are becoming. 

 In the Eucharist we take the material things of this world and, in 

giving thanks over them, we offer them to be taken up into the life of God. 

And this is true also of our selves who are represented by the bread and wine. 

We are part of a people whose story goes back to the ancient Hebrews: a 

people who have at the center of our existence God calling us to be bearers 

of the divine presence in the world. 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

 

  ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 

 

The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month            at   9:30 am 

Arista-Care   1st Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 

The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00 pm 

The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 

Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 

      The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God 

 In Memory of  

Dorothy Dewland 

By her daughter Joy Frey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God 

Sans Memorial 


