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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden at 732/716-1656 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER                                       APRIL 15, 2018 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II                 8 am & 10 am   

Hymnal   The Word of God         BCP 

205 Processional Hymn: “Good Christians all, rejoice and sing! ” 

 Easter Acclamation           355 

S280 Gloria 

 Collect of the Day          Insert  

 First Lesson:  Acts of the Apostles 3:12-19       Insert 

 Psalm 4           Insert 

 Second Lesson:  First Letter of John 3:1-7                             Insert 

 Gradual:  “Word of God, speak” 

 Gospel:  Luke 24:36b-48         Insert 

 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

 The Nicene Creed          358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI        392 

 Confession and Absolution         393 

 The Peace 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

HOLY COMMUNION  

 Eucharistic Prayer B           372 

S120 Sursum Corda 

S125 Sanctus          

S140 Memorial Acclamation          375 

 The Lord’s Prayer           364 

 Breaking of the Bread  

S152 Fraction Anthem 

 Communion Hymns: 

581    “Where charity and love prevail” 

518   “Christ is made a sure foundation”                                                                           

543 Post Communion Hymn  “Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless” 

 Post Communion Prayer           365 

 Blessing                           
180 Recessional: “He is risen! He is risen!” 

 Dismissal 

Third Sunday in Easter                                                    April 15, 2018 
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
 
Lector          8:00 AM         Mary Storey          

LEM            8:00 AM     Richard Smithson 

Altar Guild  8:00 AM       Mary Storey, Betty Corino 

Ushers         8:00  AM             Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 

Lector          10:00 AM Sandra Gaskill 

LEMs          10:00 AM Stefanie Rotsaert, Bill Bodine 

Altar Guild  10:00 AM      Carol Cavanaugh, Valerie Thompson 

Ushers         10:00 AM Al Thompson, John Brown 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:                  April 15, 2018-April 21, 2018 
 
Today     Holy Eucharist                                                               8 am & 10  am 
     Potluck Brunch                                    
                           AA Meeting                                                                                    8:00  pm 
                                                                                                             
Monday             Vestry Meeting                 10:00 am 
                          Thyroid Support Group Meeting              10:00 am                                                                                                              
Tuesday            Closed AA Meeting                                                                          2:00 pm 
                                                                         
Wednesday   Closed AA Meeting                   3:00 pm 
                          Chime Practice                                                                                  7:00 pm
    
Thursday   Healing Service                 10:00 am 
    Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  
 
Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                    9:30 am 
 
Saturday            AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 
    AA Meeting         8:00 pm                   

  Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table; re-
gardless of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come join us for our 2nd Annual  

   Over/Under Handicap Doubles Tournament 

On  

    SUNDAY~APRIL 22nd  

      Come for fellowship and great fun! 

      9 am registration & check-in 10 am start 

$100.00 per doubles team 

Open to USBC Sanctioned Bowlers 

See the flyer in the narthex for details 

Or call the church office at 732-350-2121

 

 

Of this church I was made a minister according 

to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for 

your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the 

preaching of the word of God. 

 

Colossians 1:25 

 

Third Sunday of Easter                                    April 15, 2018 
                                                                                                   8 AM & 10 AM 

Collect of the Day 
 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: 

Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading                         Acts of the Apostles 3:12-19 

 

And when Peter saw it he addressed the people, "Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, 

or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 

The God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his serv-

ant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decid-

ed to release him. But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to 

be granted to you, and killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this 

we are witnesses. And his name, by faith in his name, has made this man strong whom you 

see and know; and the faith which is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in 

the presence of you all. "And now, brethren, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also 

your rulers. But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ should 

suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, 

that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 4 

 

1  Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 

you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 

have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

 

2  "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 

how long will you worship dumb idols 

and run after false gods?" 

 

3  Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; * 

when I call upon the LORD, he will hear me. 

 

4  Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 

speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

 

5  Offer the appointed sacrifices * 

and put your trust in the LORD. 

 

6  Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" * 

Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O LORD. 

 

7  You have put gladness in my heart, * 

more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

 

8  I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 

for only you, LORD, make me dwell in safety. 

 

 CHIME CHOIR PRACTICE-Wednesdays 7:00PM-8:30PM 

 CHOIRE PRACTICE Thursdays @ 2:00 PM 

  EWC MEETINGS 2018:June 7th-Sept 6th-Dec 6th 

  ORDER OF SAINT LUKE: 2nd Thurs. after healing service. 

  PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND Practice Fridays 9:30 am 

  Vestry Meeting Monday@ 10 am 

  Thyroid Support Group Monday@ 10 am                            

                                                       
 
 
 
 

 
    

   
 
 

      
    
      
 
 

 Parish Potluck Brunch 

TODAY 

Following the 10AM service 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 
 

 

The  Way of Saint Paul 

My husband and I have grown fond of our new neighbors. The woman recently invited 
me to take a ride to Columbus to enjoy their very good pizza and get some Amish good-
ies. The couple just had to put their eleven-year old Shiatzu “Chloe” to sleep a couple 
days prior. On the drive, my neighbor spoke lovingly of their furry and what she meant 
to them. She shared about the experience and how traumatic it had been.  

Later, she thanked me for the sympathy card we sent with scripture and our heart-felt 
message. This gesture touched her and it was simply reaching out to her to let her know 
we care.  

When we think of others, we help Jesus on His mission; we help make the world a better 
place. 

Hebrews 3:13 says, “But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called, today, so 
that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.” 

May God Bless you in your daily mission! 

Ginny Berg 

Way of Saint Paul Ministry 

   
  

Pet Memorials 

In memory of                                  Given by                                                  Designated 

Amy Kelly (pet dog)           Sandra Gaskill              Hungry Paws 

Sherry Unger (pet cat)         Sandra Gaskill                                   Food Pantry

  

 

 

 

 

Second Reading                                                  First Letter of John 3:1-7 

 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; 

and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know 

him. Beloved, we are God's children now; it does not yet appear what we shall be, 

but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he 

is. And every one who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. Every one 

who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he ap-

peared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him 

sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one 

deceive you. He who does right is righteous, as he is righteous. 

 

Holy Gospel        Luke 24:36b-48 

 

Jesus himself stood among them. But they were startled and frightened, and sup-

posed that they saw a spirit. And he said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why 

do questionings rise in your hearts? See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself; 

handle me, and see; for a spirit has not flesh and bones as you see that I have." And 

while they still disbelieved for joy, and wondered, he said to them, "Have you any-

thing here to eat?" They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate be-

fore them. Then he said to them, "These are my words which I spoke to you, while 

I was still with you, that everything written about me in the law of Moses and the 

prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to under-

stand the scriptures, and said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ should 

suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness 

of sins should be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 

You are witnesses of these things. 

 

 



 
 

 

  

 On this Third Sunday of Easter, the Gospel reading directs our attention to 

the Eucharist as our ongoing experience of the resurrection. On the first Easter 

afternoon Jesus met two of his followers, and as they walked to the village of 

Emmaus he explained the scriptures concerning his death and resurrection to them. 

At table with them he said the blessing and broke the bread and they recognized 

him. 

 

 Today’s Gospel reading carries that story to its conclusion. Those two 

disciples are in the midst of telling the others that Jesus was made known to them 

in the breaking of bread when he appears in their midst. He again explains the 

scriptures and shares food with them. Thus from the very beginning of the 

Church’s life in the risen Lord, the meal has been the most common way Jesus’ 

resurrection is revealed to his people. 

 

 Our reading from Acts today is an account of the manifestation of Christ’s 

presence in and through his followers. Peter and John heal a cripple in the name of 

Jesus and then Peter proclaims the Gospel of the dying and rising of Jesus. The 

second reading this Sunday speaks of the forgiveness of sins we have as a result of 

our life in Christ. 

 

 We are a people who through Baptism and Eucharist live in Christ’s dying 

and rising. We meet him again and again in the Breaking of the Bread and acclaim 

him. “Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Alleluia!” 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Announcements                                April 15, 2018 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 

 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month            at   9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God 

In Memory of Charles Rotsaert  

By daughter Stefanie Rotsaert 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given   

To the glory of God in memory of my husband Robert Pearl by  

Greta Pearl in honor of their 70th wedding anniversary 

And 

In memory of Charles Rotsaert by  

Daughter Stefanie Rotsaert 


