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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden at 732/716-1656 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT          FEBRUARY 25, 2018 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I                 8 & 10 am 

Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 

401 Processional Hymn:  “The God of Abraham praise” 

 Opening Acclamation        319 

 Confession         320 

S91 Kyrie          324 

 Collect of the Day        Insert  

 First Lesson:  Book of Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16    Insert 

 Psalm 22        Lenten Booklet 

 Second Lesson:  Letter to the Romans 4:13-25     Insert 

Insert Gradual:  “Word of God, Speak” 

 Verse         Lenten Booklet 

 Gospel:  Mark 8:31-38       Insert 

 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

 The Nicene Creed              Bottom of Page 327 

 Prayers of the People         328 

 The Peace         332 

 Announcements 

 Offertory 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

HOLY COMMUNION  

 Eucharistic Prayer I        333 

S112 Sursum Corda         

S113 Sanctus 

 The Lord’s Prayer        336 

 Breaking of the Bread        337 

S157 Agnus Dei 

 Communion Hymns: 

 707 “Take my life, and let it be” 

 675 “Take up your cross the Savior said” 

328 Post Communion Hymn:  “Draw nigh and take the Body of the Lord” 

 Post Communion Prayer       339 

 Blessing                            

455 Recessional:  “O Love of God, how strong and true” 

 Dismissal 

Second Sunday in Lent                                             February 25, 2018                                                      
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
 
Lector  8:00 AM              Greta Pearl        

LEM 8:00 AM      Jo Ann Smithson 

Altar Guild 8:00 AM       Mary Storey, Betty Corino 

Ushers 8:00 AM      Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 

Lector 10:00 AM      Peg Smith 

LEMs  10:00 AM      Stefanie Rotsaert, Bill Bodine 

Altar Guild 10:00 AM     Barbara Lavinio, Margaret Poper 

Ushers 10:00 AM      Joe Orsita, Bob Axon 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:                      February 25,-March 3, 2018 
 
Today     Holy Eucharist                                                                         8 am & 10 am                             
                           AA Meeting                                                                                      8:00 pm 
                                                                                                            
Monday             Adult Bible Study                                                                              6:00 pm 
                                                                                                                                               
Tuesday             Adult Bible Study                                                                             1:00 pm            
                          Closed AA Meeting                                                                           2:00 pm 
                                                                         
Wednesday   Closed AA Meeting                                                    3:00 pm 
                          Chime Practice                                                                                   7:00 pm
    
Thursday    Healing Service                                                                                10:00 am     
                          Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  
 
Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                    9:30 am 
 
Saturday            AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 
    AA Meeting         8:00 pm 

                                                                           
  Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table; re-
gardless of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Day of Prayer 
World Day of Prayer will be held at St. Stephen’s on 

Friday, March 2nd at 2PM.  

The host country for World Day of Prayer 2018 is Suriname. The focus is on 

Genesis 1, the story of Creation, with the theme “All God’s Creation Is Very 

Good!”. Universal issues of climate change, natural disasters, pollution, and 

human abuse of the environment—all affecting God’s good Creation and 

God’s people—will be explored.  

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to many other Ministries, we have an active ministry and commitment to the 

frail elderly. Together, in partnership with over 60 congregations in Ocean County, St. Ste-

phen’s Episcopal Church congregants volunteer for, and many receive services from, Care-

giver Volunteers of Central Jersey (CVCJ). St. Stephen’s volunteers perform Corporal 

Works of Mercy to neighbors living among us who are homebound, socially isolated, liv-

ing with chronic illness, Alzheimer’s disease or dementia. They perform these Works of 

Mercy a few minutes a week or a few hours a month; but they need help. Representatives 

will be at our church services March 4th. They will be here to answer questions about how 

YOU can help to meet the needs of our growing and aging population right here in Whit-

ing, and to prayerfully ask for your support. 

 

 

 

 

Second Sunday in Lent                                         February 25, 2018 
                                                                                                   8 AM & 10 AM 
Collect of the Day 
 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray 

from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 

and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you 

and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading          Book of Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, "I 

am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant be-

tween me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly." Then Abram fell on his face; and 

God said to him, "Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multi-

tude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for 

I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; 

and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come forth from you. And I will establish 

my covenant between me and you and your descendants after you throughout their genera-

tions for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you. And 

God said to Abraham, "As for Sar'ai your wife, you shall not call her name Sar'ai, but Sa-

rah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her; I will 

bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall come from her." 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 22 

22  Praise the LORD, you that fear him; * 
 stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; 
 all you of Jacob's line, give glory.  

 

23  For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 
 neither does he hide his face from them; * 
 but when they cry to him he hears them.  

 

24  My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

 I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.  

 

25  The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

 and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 

 "May your heart live for ever!"  

 

26  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * 

 and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.  

 

27  For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 

 he rules over the nations.  

 

28  To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
 all who go down to the dust fall before him.  

 

29      My soul shall live for him; 

 my descendants shall serve him; * 

 they shall be known as the LORD'S for ever.  

30  They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

the saving deeds that he has done.  

  CHIME CHOIR PRACTICE-Wednesdays 7:00PM-8:30PM 
  CHOIRE PRACTICE Thursdays @ 2:00 PM 
  EWC MEETINGS 2018:June 7th-Sept 6th-Dec 6th 
  ORDER OF SAINT LUKE: 2nd Thurs. after healing service. 
  PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND Practice Fridays 9:30 am 
  April 15th @noon Pot Luck Brunch                              
 
CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups  
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Fall/W inter 
clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing but-

tons, tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our 
parking lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other 
items. We are very appreciative of your kind donations  and pur-
chases from this fundraising project. 

 
LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is 
an URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers 
for our 10:00 a.m. service.  Two LEMs are needed 
at this service. 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of additional mem-
bers.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  group of parishioners who will pray 
for any who are in need.  If you are interested or would like further infor-
mation, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for details.  Greta is the 
contact when placing, on the Prayer Chain, your name or the names of 
family, neighbors, or  friends who would like prayers for healing, comfort, 
or any other purpose. 
 

CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  
JoAnn Smithson is the Congregational  Coordinator for Care Givers 
Volunteers here at St. Stephen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox 

in the Office to put in your hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-
0821. 

 

“Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells 

in us, the treasure which has been entrusted 

to you.” 

2 Timothy 1:14 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 
 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 
 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use  

 

The eCW has begun iT’s firsT fundraiser of The year! 

We have place donation envelopes in the pews .  

Instead of baking, make a contribution and place it in the  

envelope and place the 

     envelope in the collection plate.      

 Thank you kindly for your consideration 

Bible Study sessions will continue on 

 Mondays @ 6PM   Tuesdays @ 1PM at St. Stephens 

Wednesdays 1PM at The Pines  

We are studying “24 Hours that Changed the World” part 3 

 

Second Reading                    Letter to the Romans 4:13-25 

The promise to Abraham and his descendants, that they should inherit the world, did not 

come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the 

law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, 

but where there is no law there is no transgression. That is why it depends on faith, in or-

der that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants--not only 

to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham, for he is the 

father of us all, as it is written, "I have made you the father of many nations" --in the pres-

ence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence 

the things that do not exist. In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the 

father of many nations; as he had been told, "So shall your descendants be." He did not 

weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead because he 

was about a hundred years old, or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. No 

distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as 

he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. That 

is why his faith was "reckoned to him as righteousness." But the words, "it was reckoned 

to him," were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who 

believe in him that raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was put to death for our tres-

passes and raised for our justification. 

 

Holy Gospel         Mark 8:31-38 

And he began to teach them that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected 

by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 

again. And he said this plainly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him. But turning 

and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter, and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you are 

not on the side of God, but of men." And he called to him the multitude with his disciples, 

and said to them, "If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his 

life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. For what does it profit a man, to gain the 

whole world and forfeit his life? For what can a man give in return for his life? For whoev-

er is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will 

the Son of man also be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 

angels." 

 



 
 

 Each Sunday in Lent the Old Testament reading recalls one of the 

events in which God acted to bring about salvation. This “salvation history” 

was fulfilled in the death and resurrection of Jesus. Today in that history we 

hear the story of God’s covenant with Abram, who God renames “Abraham,” 

or “father of a multitude.” Even though Abraham is ninety-nine years old, 

God promises that his aged wife, Sarah, will have a child who will produce 

many people as a blessing to the world. 

 

 The Gospel reading today is Jesus’ first statement to his disciples 

concerning his approaching death and resurrection. He calls us to follow his 

example in taking up our cross and in giving up our lives for his sake and the 

Gospel’s. 

 

 The second reading today, from Romans, describes the faith by which 

we are saved. It is the same as Abraham’s faith that God’s promise would be 

fulfilled. We are the spiritual descendants of Abraham and Sarah and Isaac. 

We are the continuation of the promise made to them, for we are part of their 

story. As a matter of faith, we are part of that multitude in all times and 

places who have put their trust in God: the fulfillment of the promise to 

Abraham, and the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise carry us on to the discovery 

of salvation in our own lives. In Lent our sharing in the Lenten disciplines 

and in worship is the means by which we remember again who we are and 

whose we are, the holy People of God. 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Announcements                          February 25, 2018 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 

 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month            at   9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God 

Sans Memorial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given  

To the glory of God  in honor of our Granddaughter 

Allyson Heim’s Birthday 

By Fred and Janet Spieth 


