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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden at 732/716-1656 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



The Fourth Sunday of Advent                     December 24, 2017 

Holy Eucharist Rite I                    9 A.M. 
 

Hymnal  

  THE WORD OF GOD             BCP  

56  Processional Hymn: O come, O come, Emmanuel                (verses 5-8) 

               Opening Acclamation      319 

  Confession and Absolution     320 

S-91  Kyrie        324 

  The Collect of the Day                 Insert                                     

  First Lesson:  Second Book of Samuel 7:1-11, 16  Insert 

  Psalm 89                             Insert 

  Second Lesson: Letter to the Romans 16:25-27  Insert                  

  Gradual – “Alleluia! He is coming” Verses 1-3   Insert   

  The Holy Gospel:  Luke 1:26-38               Insert  

  Sermon:  Fr. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr.      

  The Nicene Creed      326  

  Prayers of the People      328  

  The Peace       332  

  Announcements        

  Offertory Anthem:         

  Doxology: “All things come of thee O Lord” 

      HOLY COMMUNION 

  Eucharist Prayer II      340 

S112  Sursum Corda 

S113  Sanctus 

  The Lord’s Prayer       336 

S152  Breaking of the Bread      337 

S157  Agnus Dei 

  Communion  Hymns: 

 444                      “Blessed be the God of Israel” 

 74       “Blest be the King whose coming” 

   Post Communion Hymn: ‘Soon and very soon”   Insert 

  Blessing       339 

66  Recessional: “Come, thou long expected Jesus” 

Fourth Sunday of Advent                                                 December 24, 2017                                    
Serving  in  the Liturgy today:                                                                 9 A.M. 
    
Lector  9:00 AM             volunteers                                       
LEM 9:00 AM          volunteers  
Altar Guild 9:00 AM      Betty Carino   
Ushers 9:00 AM             volunteers         
 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:            December 24–December 30, 2017 
 
Today     Holy Eucharist                                                                               8 &10 am 
                             
                           AA Meeting                                                                                      8:00 pm 
                                                                                                            
Monday            Christmas Day Feast of the Nativity                                                 10:00 am
              Office Closed  December 25 January 2nd                                                      
                                                                                                                                               
Tuesday                                                                                                   
                          Closed AA Meeting                                                                          2:00 pm                                                                        
Wednesday  
                          Closed AA Meeting                                                    3:00 pm 
                          Chime Practice                                                                                   7:00 pm
    
Thursday           Healing Service                                                                               10:00 am     
                          Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  
 
Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                   9:30 am 
 
Saturday            AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 
    AA Meeting                                                                8:00 pm                                                          
              
 
   Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table, regard-
less of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just a Little Donkey 

 

          Just a little Donkey  
      but on my back I bore 

          the one and only Savior  
        the world was waiting for 

Just a little donkey 
but I was strong and proud 

I gladly carried Mary 
  through the chaos of the crowd 

I brought her to the stable 
  Where she made a tiny bed 

A place for Baby Jesus  
to lay his little head 

 I pray the world remembers 
           that special Christmas Night 

      when just a little donkey 
                   carried Heaven’s precious Light  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Each one should give as you have decided in your heart. You should not be sad when 

you give, and you should not give because you feel forced to give” 

2 Corinthians 16:1 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent                                                  December 24, 2017 
                                                                                                                    9 AM                                                                                                                                     
Collect of the Day 
 
We beseech thee, Almighty God, to purify our consciences by thy daily visitation, that 
when thy Son our Lord cometh he may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading                                      Second Book of Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Now when the king dwelt in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his ene-

mies round about, the king said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a house of ce-

dar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent." And Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that is in 

your heart; for the LORD is with you." But that same night the word of the LORD came to 

Nathan, "Go and tell my servant David, 'Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a 

house to dwell in? I have not dwelt in a house since the day I brought up the people of Isra-

el from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. In all 

places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the 

judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you 

not built me a house of cedar?"' Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David, 

'Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that 

you should be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, 

and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, 

like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel, 

and will plant them, that they may dwell in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and 

violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges 

over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD 

declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. And your house and your kingdom 

shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be established for ever.'" 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 89 
 

1  Your love, O LORD, for ever will I sing; * 

from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.  

2  For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever; * 

you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.  

3  "I have made a covenant with my chosen one; * 

I have sworn an oath to David my servant:  

4  'I will establish your line for ever, * 

and preserve your throne for all generations.'"  

19  You spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful people: * 

"I have set the crown upon a warrior 

and have exalted one chosen out of the people.  

20  I have found David my servant; * 

with my holy oil have I anointed him.  

21  My hand will hold him fast * 

and my arm will make him strong.  

22  No enemy shall deceive him, * 

nor any wicked man bring him down.  

23  I will crush his foes before him * 

and strike down those who hate him.  

24  My faithfulness and love shall be with him, * 

 and he shall be victorious through my Name.  

25  I shall make his dominion extend * 
from the Great Sea to the River.  

26  He will say to me, 'You are my Father, * 

my God, and the rock of my salvation.'" 

 

 

CHIME CHOIR:  Wednesdays 7:00 - 8:30 pm 

HEALING SERVICE: Thursday 10:00 am 

CHOIR PRACTICE:  Thursdays 2:00 pm 

ECW Meetings 2018:  Dates to follow 

ORDER OF ST. LUKE:  2nd Thursday of each month 
after Healing Service 

PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND:  Fr idays 9:30 am 

 
 
CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups  
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Fall/Winter 
clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing buttons, 
tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our parking 
lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other items. We 
are very appreciative of your kind donations  and purchases from this 
fundraising project. 

 

 
 
LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is an 
URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00 a.m. ser-
vice.  Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of additional 
members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  group of parishioners who 
will pray for any who are in need.  If you are interested or would like 

further information, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for 
details.  Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer Chain, your 
name or the names of family, neighbors, or  friends who would like 
prayers for healing, comfort, or any other purpose. 
 
 

 
CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  
JoAnn Smithson is the Congregational  Coordinator for Care Givers 
Volunteers here at St. Stephen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in 

the Office to put in your hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-0821. 
 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use the basket on the back table. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mondays @6PM 

Tuesdays @ 1PM 

We are studying  the 

book of Mark 

 

 

Second Reading                                                      Letter to the Romans 16:25-27 

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of 

Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which was kept secret for long 

ages but is now disclosed and through the prophetic writings is made known to all na-

tions, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith-

- to the only wise God be glory for evermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                                                  Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Naza-

reth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and 

the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Hail, O favored one, the Lord 

is with you!" But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and considered in her mind what 

sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 

High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign 

over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no end." And Mary said 

to the angel, "How shall this be, since I have no husband?" And the angel said to her, 

"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, your 

kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 

with her who was called barren. For with God nothing will be impossible." And Mary 

said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word." 

And the angel departed from her. 

 

. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

The central figure in today’s liturgy is the Blessed Virgin Mary and her vocation as the 

human instrument of the Incarnation. 

 

Today’s Gospel is the account of the Annunciation, when Gabriel announced to the Virgin 

that God had chosen her to be the mother of the Messiah. Mary’s humble obedience, 

“Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done unto me according to thy word...” is the 

model for Christian living. 

 

The first reading today is the promise God made to David to establish his line as kings 

over God’s people. This promise to raise up a new king of David’s lineage was 

understood by Jews in the first century as a promise to send the Messiah. 

 

In the second reading today Paul concludes his letter to the Church in Rome. He expresses 

the early Christian proclamation that in Christ the clouded meaning of the Old Testament 

prophecies has been revealed. In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, God’s plan has 

been made clear and the hints of that plan in the writings of the prophets have been 

fulfilled. 

 

Christians gather in the liturgy to remember our story: a story which goes back through 

the ages. The central actor is always God, who acts in history to lead all the creation into 

the Kingdom. God, who acted in the lives of people in the past such as David and the 

blessed Virgin, continues to act today in our lives. The Eucharist is the moment of 

encounter with God in which, like Mary, we respond, “Yes, let it be done to me according 

to your word.” 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Announcements                        December 24, 2017 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 

 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month            at   9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God  

In memory of Pat Laursen by her husband Carl 

And in honor of my sister Claire Wolpert by Stefanie Rotsaert 

And  in memory of my husband Robert by Greta Pearl 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are give to the glory of God  

In loving memory of my wonderful wife Pat by Carl Laursen 

And 

In memory of my husband Robert 

By Greta Pearl 


