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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden at 732/716-1656 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



The First Sunday of Advent                        December 3, 2017 

Holy Eucharist Rite I                 8:00 & 10:00 A.M. 
 

Hymnal   THE WORD OF GOD    BCP  

  Opening Acclamation      319 

  The Decalogue      317 

  Opening Sentence      320 

  Confession and Absolution     320 

S-91  Kyrie        324 

  The Collect of the Day                 Insert                                     

  First Lesson:  Book of Isaiah 4:1-9    Insert 

  Psalm 80                             Insert 

  Second Lesson:  1 Corinthians 3:1-9              Insert 

  Gradual – “Alleluia! He is coming” Verse 1    Insert 

  The Holy Gospel:  Mark 13:24-37               Insert 

  Sermon:  Fr. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

  The Nicene Creed      326 

  Prayers of the People      328 

  The Peace       332 

  Announcements 

  Offertory Anthem:  

  Doxology: “All things come of thee O Lord” 

      HOLY COMMUNION 

  Eucharist Prayer I      333 

S112  Sursum Corda 

S113  Sanctus 

  The Lord’s Prayer       336 

S152  Breaking of the Bread      337 

S157  Agnus Dei 

  Communion  Hymns: 

 73                       “The King shall come when morning dawns” 

 615      “’Thy Kingdome Come!’ on bended knee” 

 64  Post Communion Hymn “O heavenly Word, eternal light” 

  Blessing       339 

616  Recessional: “Hail to the Lord’s annointed” 

First Sunday of Advent                                                        December 3, 2017                               
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
 
Lector  8:00 AM             Mary Storey 
LEM 8:00 AM          Stefanie Rostaert 
Altar Guild 8:00 AM      Mary Storey, Betty Corino 
Ushers 8:00 AM          Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 
Lector 10:00 AM          Peg Smith  
LEMs  10:00 AM          Bill Bodine, Stefanie Rotsaert 
Altar Guild 10:00 AM    Peg Smith, Valerie Thompson 
Ushers 10:00 AM          Joe Orsita, Jim Mason 
 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:              December 3–December 9, 2017 
 
Today     Holy Eucharist                                                                               8 &10 am 
                             
                           AA Meeting                                                                                     8:00 pm 
                                                                                                            
Monday             Adult Bible Study                                                                            6:00 pm     
                                                                                                          
                                                                                            
Tuesday             Adult Bible Study                                                                             1:00 pm            
                          Closed AA Meeting                                                                          2:00 pm                                                                        
Wednesday  
                          Closed AA Meeting                                                    3:00 pm 
                          Chime Practice                                                                                  7:00 pm
    
Thursday           ECW Meeting                                                                                    1:00 pm 
                          Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  
 
Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                   9:30 am 
 
Saturday            AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 
    AA Meeting                                                                8:00 pm                                                          
                Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table, regard-
less of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Saturday December 9, 2017 

Applebees neighborhood Bar and Grill will be hosting their annual  

Breakfast with Santa 

ALL proceeds will Benefit the U.S. Marine Corps  

Toys for Tots program 

 

 

We are again asking Local businesses to help by contributing a small gift or gift certifi-

cate that we can use In our raffle. All donations will be displayed for all to see and men-

tioned throughout breakfast. 

The Toys for Tots  program is just one way Marines build partnerships with their local 

communities in the fight to bring a ray of holiday hope to deserving children across this 

country every year. Like individual people, each community is unique in the scope of 

their participation.  

We hope we can count on you to help us support this very important cause. If you have 

any questions, or require further information, please contact 

the manager at the Applebees listed below. 

 

Sincerely, 

Fredrick J. Wiedenmann 

Staff Sergeant, USMC 

 
 
Please send all donations to: 
Attn: Jackie Koch 
General Manager 
Applebee’s Manchester 
1055 RT 70 
Manchester NJ 08759 
732-657-7676 

First Sunday of Advent                                                       December 3, 2017 
                                                                                                  8 AM & 10 AM                  
Collect of the Day 
 
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon 

us the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ  

came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glo-

rious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.  

First Reading                                             Book of Isaiah 4:1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would 
quake at your presence--as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water 
to boil--to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might 
tremble at your presence! 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains 
quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 

You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 
filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our ini-
uity. Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter;  we 
are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever.  Now 
consider, we are all your people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 80 

 1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O Lord God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

Second Reading                                                                     1 Corinthians 1:3-9                                

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give 
thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 
you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 
knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 
among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the re-
vealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that 
you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him 
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 
ECW Meeting: Mark your calendar for December 7 at 
1:00 pm 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND Practice Fridays 
9:30 am 
 
 
CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups  
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Fall/

Winter clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing buttons, tears or 
stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our parking lot for 
out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other items. We are very 
appreciative of your kind donations  and purchases from this fund-
raising project. 
 

 
 
LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is an 

URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00 a.m. service.  Two LEMs 
are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of additional 
members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  group of parishioners who 
will pray for any who are in need.  If you are interested or would like 
further information, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for de-
tails.  Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer Chain, your 
name or the names of family, neighbors, or  friends who would like 
prayers for healing, comfort, or any other purpose. 

 
 

 
CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  
JoAnn Smithson is the Congregational  Coordinator for Care Givers 
Volunteers here at St. Stephen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in 
the Office to put in your hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-
0821. 
 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 
 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 
 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use  
 

 

   

         Whiting Business Association  

And Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church  

                   Presents the 3rd Annual   

            Christmas Tree Lighting 

               Come celebrate with us on Thursday  

                         December 14th @4PM 

There will be caroling and refreshment provided by our  

                      Manchester Applebees 

            We will be honoring the wonderful folks at  

                     Veteran’s Post of Whiting 

 

 

Come to Bible Study on Mondays @ 
6PM-Tuesdays @ 1PM 

We are studying the book of Mark 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                               Mark 13:24-37 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man 
coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, 
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 
heaven. 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this gen-
eration will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 

only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is 

like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each 

with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep 

awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or 

at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes 

suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

The season of Advent begins today. The name of the season means “coming,” and it 

celebrates God’s coming to us in the birth of Jesus and looks toward Christ’s return at the 

end of history as Savior and Judge. 

 

The first reading from Isaiah reflects the intensity of the prophet’s hope for the Messiah. 

In a period of Israel’s history when confidence in the people’s own efforts to build God’s 

Kingdom had collapsed, Isaiah expresses that hope in a passage that has been a part of the 

Advent liturgy since the earliest days of the Church: “O that you would tear open the 

heavens and come down...” 

 

In the second reading we hear Paul’s greeting in his first letter to Corinth. Recognizing the 

many spiritual gifts of the Corinthian church (a source of their strength, but also a source 

of the controversy which caused him to write) he says that those spiritual gifts are given to 

prepare us to greet the return of Christ. 

 

Jesus’ message to his followers is an assurance that he will return and that our lives 

should be lived in preparation for that return. This theme of watching for his return is 

always central on the first Sunday of Advent. Today’s reading from Mark is the parable of 

the door-keeper. It reminds us that we are always to be on the watch for Jesus’ return. 

 

The liturgy is the way the Church lives in the time between Jesus’ first coming and his 

second coming. In word and sacrament he comes to us again and again, veiled, but present 

to eyes of faith. In the Eucharist and in ministry to others we are continually being 

prepared to greet him when he comes again in glory. 

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Announcements                           December 3, 2017 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
 
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 

Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 
 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month            at   9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God  

In memory of Pat Laursen by her husband Carl 

And in honor of my sister Claire Wolpert by Stefanie Rotsaert 

And  in memory of my husband Robert by Greta Pearl 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are give to the glory of God  

In loving memory of my wonderful wife Pat by Carl Laursen 

And 

In honor of Claire Wolpert’s Birthday by her sister Stefanie Rotsaert 

 


