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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden at 732/716-1656 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY                                               FEBRUARY 4, 2018 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II                            8 AM & 10 PM 

Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 

529 Processional Hymn:  “In Christ, there is no East or West”                                                  

 Patriotic Hymn:  717 V4 

 Opening Acclamation        355 

S102 Trisagion 

 Collect of the Day               Insert  

            First Lesson: Book of Isaiah 40:21-31                             Insert                               
 Psalm 147                                                                                             Insert                              
 Second Lesson: First Letter to the Corinthians 9:16-23                     Insert        

 Gradual:  “Word of God, Speak”                                                                    

 Gospel: Mark 1:29-39               Insert                                                                            

 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

 The Nicene Creed        358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI      392 

 Confession and Absolution       393 

 The Peace 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

HOLY COMMUNION  

 The Great Thanksgiving 

 Eucharistic Prayer B         361 

S120 Sursum Corda 

S125 Sanctus 

 Memorial Acclamation        368 

 The Lord’s Prayer         364 

 Breaking of the Bread                                                                                      337 

S152 Fraction Anthem 

 Communion Hymns 

538         “God of mercy, God of grace”    

411         “O bless the Lord, my soul”                                               

493 Post Communion Hymn “O for a thousand tongues to sing” 

 Post Communion Prayer       365 

 Blessing                          
423 Recessional: “Immortal, invisible, God only wise”              

 Dismissal 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany                                        February 4, 2018                                      
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
 
Lector  8:00 AM              Greta Pearl             

LEM 8:00 AM      Richard Smithson 

Altar Guild 8:00 AM       Mary Storey, Betty Corino 

Ushers 8:00 AM      Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 

Lector 10:00 AM      Valerie Thompson 

LEMs  10:00 AM      Bill Bodine, Susan Clarke 

Altar Guild 10:00 AM     Peg Smith, Valerie Thompson 

Ushers 10:00 AM      Al Thompson, Valerie Thompson 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:                   February 4-February 10, 2018 
 
Today     Holy Eucharist                                                                         8 am & 10 am 
                           AA Meeting                                                                                      8:00 pm 
                                                                                                            
Monday             Adult Bible Study                                                                              6:00 pm 
                                                                                                                                               
Tuesday             Adult Bible Study                                                                             1:00 pm            
                          Closed AA Meeting                                                                           2:00 pm                                                                        
Wednesday  
                          Closed AA Meeting                                                    3:00 pm 
                          Chime Practice                                                                                   7:00 pm
    
Thursday    Healing Service                                                                                10:00 am     
                          Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  
 
Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                    9:30 am 
 
Saturday            AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 
    AA Meeting         8:00 pm 

                                                                           
  Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table; re-
gardless of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday schedule 

February 14 

 

Services at: 

St. Stephens           10 AM (with Communion)

Arista care           12 Noon 
23 Schoolhouse Rd 

The pines             2 PM 
509 Route 530 

 

St. Stephens            4 PM (with choir and communion) 

St. Stephens            7 pm (with communion)  

“ For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves and entrust-

ed his possessions to them. To one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, 

one, each according to his own ability; and he went on his journey. Immediately the one 

who had and received the five talents went and traded with them, and gained five more 

talents.  

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany                     February 4, 2018 
                                                                                                  8 AM & 10 AM                  
Collect of the Day 
 
Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that 

abundant life which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading                                              Book of Isaiah 40:21-31 

 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the begin-

ning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he who sits 

above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches 

out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; who brings 

princes to naught, and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. Scarcely are they 

planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he 

blows upon them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble. To 

whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy One. Lift 

up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who brings out their host by 

number, calling them all by name; by the greatness of his might, and because he is 

strong in power not one is missing. Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, 

"My way is hid from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God"? Have 

you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator 

of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary, his understanding is un-

searchable. He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases 

strength. Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; 

but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up 

with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not 

faint. 

 



Psalm 147 

1  Hallelujah! 

How good it is to sing praises to our God! * 

how pleasant it is to honor him with praise!  

2  The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; * 

he gathers the exiles of Israel.  

3  He heals the brokenhearted * 

and binds up their wounds.  

4  He counts the number of the stars * 

and calls them all by their names.  

5  Great is our LORD and mighty in power; * 

there is no limit to his wisdom.  

6  The LORD lifts up the lowly, * 

but casts the wicked to the ground.  

7  Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; * 

make music to our God upon the harp.  

8  He covers the heavens with clouds * 

and prepares rain for the earth;  

9  He makes grass to grow upon the mountains * 

and green plants to serve mankind.  

10  He provides food for flocks and herds * 

and for the young ravens when they cry.  

11  He is not impressed by the might of a horse; * 
he has no pleasure in the strength of a man;  

12  But the LORD has pleasure in those who fear him, * 

in those who await his gracious favor.  

21c  Hallelujah!  

 

  

CHIME CHOIR PRACTICE-Wednesdays 7:00PM-8:30PM 
CHOIRE PRACTICE Thursdays @ 2:00 PM 
EWC MEETINGS 2018:June 7th-Sept 6th-Dec 6th 
ORDER OF SAINT LUKE: 2nd Thurs. after healing service. 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND Practice Fridays 9:30 am 
Men’s Club Meeting February 7 @ 1:00 PM 
 
CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups  
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Fall/

Winter clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing 
buttons, tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in 
our parking lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other 
items. We are very appreciative of your kind donations  and pur-
chases from this fundraising project. 
 

 
 
LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is 

an URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00 a.m. service.  Two 
LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of additional 
members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  group of parishioners who 
will pray for any who are in need.  If you are interested or would like 
further information, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for de-
tails.  Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer Chain, your 
name or the names of family, neighbors, or  friends who would like 
prayers for healing, comfort, or any other purpose. 

 
 

 
CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  
JoAnn Smithson is the Congregational  Coordinator for Care Givers 
Volunteers here at St. Stephen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in 
the Office to put in your hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-
0821. 
 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 
 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 
 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use  
 

 

 

Bible Study sessions will continue on 

 Mondays @ 6PM   Tuesdays @ 1PM 

We are studying the book of Mark Chapter 14  

 

Second Reading                First Letter to the Corinthians 9:16-23 

 

For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is 

laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! For if I do this of my own 

will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 

What then is my reward? Just this: that in my preaching I may make the gospel 

free of charge, not making full use of my right in the gospel. For though I am free 

from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, that I might win the more. To the 

Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews; to those under the law I became as 

one under the law--though not being myself under the law--that I might win those 

under the law. To those outside the law I became as one outside the law--not being 

without law toward God but under the law of Christ--that I might win those outside 

the law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all 

things to all men, that I might by all means save some. I do it all for the sake of the 

gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 

 

Holy Gospel                  Mark 1:29-39 

And immediately he left the synagogue, and entered the house of Simon and An-

drew, with James and John. Now Simon's mother-in-law lay sick with a fever, and 

immediately they told him of her. And he came and took her by the hand and lifted 

her up, and the fever left her; and she served them. That evening, at sundown, they 

brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And the whole city 

was gathered together about the door. And he healed many who were sick with 

various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons 

to speak, because they knew him. And in the morning, a great while before day, he 

rose and went out to a lonely place, and there he prayed. And Simon and those who 

were with him pursued him, and they found him and said to him, "Every one is 

searching for you." And he said to them, "Let us go on to the next towns, that I 

may preach there also; for that is why I came out." And he went throughout all 

Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

 



 
 

 

 

  

 Today’s Gospel continues Mark’s account of the first events in Jesus’ 

ministry. Once again, Jesus was faced with illness which he cured and evil spirits 

which he cast out. But rather than stay in that place as a healer, he moves on to 

announce the good news of God’s Kingdom in other places as well. 

 

 The first reading proclaims God as ruler and creator of all things. God is 

incomparable and inexhaustible, and God’s power is the source of our life and that 

power animates our lives and our ministry. 

 

 In the second reading, Paul is responding to another problem in the 

Corinthian church. Wandering preachers had come to them and, preaching for 

money, had proclaimed strange versions of the Gospel. Paul wants to make it clear 

that his is the Gospel of Christ and the proof that he is not altering it to be popular 

is that he does not ask for money. 

 

 It is the proclamation of Christ that is central. We are called and converted 

by that message and baptized into that faith. We gather at the Lord’s Table in 

response, for empowerment, but we also gather in order to be sent forth in that 

power to proclaim the message to others. 

 

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Announcements                       February 4, 2018 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 

 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month            at   9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God 

Sans Memorial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In memory of Elizabeth Gaskill by her daughter Sandy 

And 

In memory of Charlotte Brown by her husband Jack 

In honor of our 63rd wedding anniversary 


