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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

Greta Pearl for prayer requests: 732-350-7584 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden at 732/716-1656 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 



FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                            JUNE 17, 2018                                 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II  Proper 6                                        8 am & 10 am   

Hymnal   The Word of God              
525 Processional Hymn: ”The Church’s one foundation”  

 Patriotic Hymn: 717v4       

 Opening Acclamation           355 

S102 Trisagion 

 Collect of the Day          Insert  

 First Lesson:  First Book of Samuel 15:34-16:13                             Insert 
 Psalm 20           Insert 

 Second Lesson:  Second Letter to the Corinthians 5:6-17     Insert           

 Gradual:  “Word of God, speak” 

 Gospel:  Mark 4:26-34                Insert  

 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

 The Nicene Creed          358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI        392 

 Confession and Absolution         393 

 The Peace 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem: 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

HOLY COMMUNION  

 Eucharistic Prayer A           361 

S120 Sursum Corda 

S125 Sanctus              

S136 Memorial Acclamation          363 

 The Lord’s Prayer           364 

 Breaking of the Bread  

S152 Fraction Anthem 

 Communion Hymns:  

 Post Communion Hymns:  

613  “Thy kingdom come, O God” 

615           “’Thy Kingdom come!’ on bended knee” 

302 Post Communion Hymn: “ Father, we thank thee who has planted”  

 Post Communion Prayer           365 

 Blessing                          
524 Recessional: ”I love thy kingdom, Lord” 

 Dismissal 

Fourth Sunday After Pentecost              June 17, 2018                                                  
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
 
Lector           8:00 AM          Mary Storey     

LEM             8:00 AM     Richard Smithson 

Altar Guild   8:00 AM        Mary Storey, Betty Corino 

Ushers         8:00 AM            Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 

Lector         10:00 AM  Peg Smith 

LEMs          10:00 AM  Susan Clarke, Bill Bodine 

Altar Guild  10:00 AM       Pat Russo, June Coles 

Ushers          10:00 AM  Bob Axon, Jim Mason 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:                     June 17, 2018-June 23, 2018 
 
Today   Holy Eucharist                                                               8 am & 10 am 
   AA Meeting                                                                                    8:00 pm 
                                                                                                             
Monday  Vestry Meeting                 10:00 am       
    Thyroid Support Group                10:00 am 
 
Tuesday            Closed AA Meeting                                                                            2:00 pm 
                                                                         
Wednesday   Closed AA Meeting                   3:00 pm 
                          Chime Practice                                                                                  7:00 pm
    
Thursday   Healing Service                 10:00 am 
    Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  
 
Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                    9:30 am 
 
Saturday            AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 
    AA Meeting         8:00 pm                   

   
 Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table; re-
gardless of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Little Princess & Prince 

Tea Party! 

Invite your little princess or prince to the Saint Stephen’s Princess tea party event 

On June 23, 2018 here at saint Stephen’s located at 180 route 539-Whiting NJ. 

First seating: 10a.m.-12p.m Second seating: 12:30pm-2:30pm 

$3 adults~$12 prince/princess 

Reserve your tickets today! 

There will be food, crafts, raffles, and  

Pictures with princesses! 

Interested? 

Email Anna Van Sant at  

sssudayschool539@gmail.com 

Or reach us at the Church office Monday-Thursday 9 am-2 pm 

Reserve your tickets now! 

Payments should be made in advance: cash or check made out to Saint Stephens Epis-

copal Church 

 

 

 

Fourth Sunday After Pentecost                                  June 17, 2018     
Collect of the Day             8 AM & 10 AM 

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your 

grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compas-

sion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading              First Book of Samuel 15:34-16:13 

Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gib'e-ah of Saul. And Samu-

el did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the 

LORD repented that he had made Saul king over Israel. The LORD said to Samuel, "How 

long will you grieve over Saul, seeing I have rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill 

your horn with oil, and go; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 

myself a king among his sons." And Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will 

kill me." And the LORD said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to 

the LORD.' And invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and 

you shall anoint for me him whom I name to you." Samuel did what the LORD command-

ed, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, 

"Do you come peaceably?" And he said, "Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; 

consecrate yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice." And he consecrated Jesse and his 

sons, and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eli'ab and thought, 

"Surely the LORD'S anointed is before him." But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look 

on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD 

sees not as man sees; man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the 

heart." Then Jesse called Abin'adab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, 

"Neither has the LORD chosen this one." Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, 

"Neither has the LORD chosen this one." And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before 

Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen these." And Samuel said to 

Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And he said,  

 

 

 



"There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to 

Jesse, "Send and fetch him; for we will not sit down till he comes here." And he sent, and 

brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. And the 

LORD said, "Arise, anoint him; for this is he." Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 

anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon 

David from that day forward. And Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. 

 

 

 Psalm 20 

1  May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble, * 

the Name of the God of Jacob defend you;  

2  Send you help from his holy place * 

and strengthen you out of Zion;  

3  Remember all your offerings * 

and accept your burnt sacrifice;  

4  Grant you your heart's desire * 

and prosper all your plans.  

5  We will shout for joy at your victory 

and triumph in the Name of our God; * 

may the LORD grant all your requests.  

6  Now I know that the LORD gives victory to his anointed; * 

he will answer him out of his holy heaven, 

with the victorious strength of his right hand.  

7  Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, * 

but we will call upon the Name of the LORD our God.  

8  They collapse and fall down, * 

but we will arise and stand upright.  

9  O LORD, give victory to the king *and answer us when we call. 

 

 

 EWC MEETINGS 2018:June 7th-Sept 6th-Dec 6th 

 ORDER OF SAINT LUKE: 2nd Thurs. after healing service. 

 PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND Practice Fridays @ 9:30 am 

 CHAPEL CHESS CLUB: ALL skill levels to meet weekly TBA 

VESTRY MEETING: 10 AM-MONDAY JUNE 18TH 

THYROID SUPPORT GROUP:  10 AM-MONDAY JUNE 18TH 

   

 

 

Wellness Fair at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, located at 180 
Route 539,  is happy to announce that they will be 
holding a Wellness Fair on Saturday, July 14 from 
9:00 AM until 1:00 PM. The event is free and open 
to the public, and will feature a number of Whiting 
businesses, as well as complementary practitioners 
from our surrounding towns. 

Richard Haas will be there to discuss Social Securi-
ty option. 

Home Helpers will be there to discuss their home 
care options. Ocean Integrated Wellness Center, 
with offices both in Toms River and New Egypt, 
who will be discussing their Chiropractic, Acu-
puncture and Young Living Essential Oil products 
and services. 

Food will be available for purchase, including 
wraps and fruit and vegetable salads, as well as 
herbal teas. 

Music will be provided by The Seaside Ramblers, a 
group of Bluegrass/Folk musicians who met up at 
the Albert Music Hall.  They also play on the 
Boardwalk at Seaside Heights , across from  Lucky 
Leo's before the fireworks on Wednesday evenings, 
starting after Memorial Day. 

A great, fun, loving and healthful time is promised 
to all who attend!  Hope to see you there!—Debra 
Roeder Shaw 

 

 

 

St. Stephen’s and AAA  will be 

raffling off a $1000.00 voucher 

towards AAA services and prod-

ucts! 

Each chance is $10.00 

Purchase tickets through October 

27th when the winner will be an-

nounced at our Annual Vendor 

Fair! 

See one of our Vestry Members or 

come see us in the Church office 

Monday through 

Thursday Between 9am-2pm 

 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 
 

 

The  Way of Saint Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Stewardship 

“But let me tell you that every careless word that people 
speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of 

judgement” 

Matthew 12:36 

 

 

A prayer 

 

Almighty God, in this new week, be with me as I con-

tinue to learn to follow you. Help me understand. Help 

me to realize your purpose for me. Make me humble, to 

live out the life you have called me to live. 

Amen. 

Second Reading                                 Second Letter to the Corinthians 5:6-17 

 

So we are always of good courage; we know that while we are at home in the body we are 

away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. We are of good courage, and we 

would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at 

home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For we must all appear before the judg-

ment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive good or evil, according to what he has 

done in the body. Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men; but what we 

are is known to God, and I hope it is known also to your conscience. We are not com-

mending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to be proud of us, so that you may 

be able to answer those who pride themselves on a man's position and not on his heart. 

For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For 

the love of Christ controls us, because we are convinced that one has died for all; there-

fore all have died. And he died for all, that those who live might live no longer for them-

selves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. From now on, therefore, we 

regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once regarded Christ from a 

human point of view, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he 

is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has come. 

 

Holy Gospel                                            Mark 4:26-34 

And he said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed upon the ground, 

and should sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he knows 

not how. The earth produces of itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the 

ear. But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has 

come." And he said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 

shall we use for it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, 

is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the 

greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make 

nests in its shade." With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able 

to hear it; he did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he 

explained everything. 

 



 
 

 

 Today’s Gospel reading is a series of brief parables in which Jesus 

describes the Kingdom of God. The primary image is of something that seems small and 

weak, but which through God grows into the greatest of its kind. Thus, until the 

appearance of Jesus, God’s plan was unknown and hidden. But now in Jesus’ ministry it 

is revealed as the rule of God over the entire universe. 

 

In the first reading, God, having rejected Saul, the first king, sends Samuel to the 

family of Jesse of Bethlehem to choose one of his sons as king. Samuel first seeks to 

choose one of the strong, handsome adult sons. But God directs him not to judge by 

outward appearance. The youngest son, still a boy, is designated by God. God’s 

preference for what seems insignificant in order that God’s power may be manifested is a 

consistent theme throughout the scriptures. David will become the great king. 

 

Today’s second reading discusses the temporary nature of our life in this world. 

Our ultimate life is in the Kingdom of God where everything and everyone in Christ is a 

new creation. In the meantime, we are to live as though we were already in that Kingdom. 

 

For a brief time, in the Eucharist, we have a foretaste of God’s Kingdom, and we 

live in the presence of Christ as redeemed people. Not yet consummated, the Kingdom is, 

for a moment, revealed. It is likewise revealed whenever we, in obedience to our Lord, 

minister in his name to others, especially to the poor and the sick and the oppressed. 

 

 

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Announcements                              June 17, 2018 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 

 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month            at   9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 

      The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God 

 In Memory of Luitgardis Rosaert   

By daughter Stefanie      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The altar Flowers are given to the glory of God  

In Memory of Luitgardis Rotsaert’s Birthday 

By daughter Stefanie 


