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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden at 732/716-1656 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT          FEBRUARY 18, 2018 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I                 8 & 10 am 

Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 

 Opening Acclamation        319 

 Processional Hymn: Decalogue      317 

 Confession         320 

S91 Kyrie          324 

 Collect of the Day        Insert  

 First Lesson:  Genesis 9:8-17       Insert 

 Psalm 25        Lenten Booklet 

 Second Lesson:  First Letter of Peter 3:18-22    Insert
 Gradual:  “Word of God, Speak” 

 Verse         Lenten Booklet 

 Gospel:  Mark 1:9-15        Insert 

 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

 The Nicene Creed      Bottom of Page 327 

 Prayers of the People         328 

 The Peace         332 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

HOLY COMMUNION  

 Eucharistic Prayer I        333 

S112 Sursum Corda         

S113 Sanctus 

 The Lord’s Prayer        336 

 Breaking of the Bread        337 

S157 Agnus Dei 

 Communion Hymns: 

 121 “Christ, when for us you were baptized” 

 142 “Lord, who throughout these forty days” 

310 Post Communion Hymn  “O saving Victim, opening wide” 

 Post Communion Prayer       339 

 Blessing                            

559 Recessional:  “Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us” 

 Dismissal 

First Sunday in Lent                                             February 18, 2018                                                      
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
 
Lector  8:00 AM              Edna Blische           

LEM 8:00 AM      Stefanie Rotsaert 

Altar Guild 8:00 AM       Mary Storey, Betty Corino 

Ushers 8:00 AM      Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 

Lector 10:00 AM      Amanda Rutkowski 

LEMs  10:00 AM      Lillian Fink, Bill Bodine 

Altar Guild 10:00 AM     Carol Cavanaugh, Peg Smith 

Ushers 10:00 AM      Joe Orsita, Jim Mason 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:               February 18,-February 24, 2018 
 
Today     Holy Eucharist                                                                         8 am & 10 am                             
                           AA Meeting                                                                                      8:00 pm 
                                                                                                            
Monday             Adult Bible Study                                                                              6:00 pm 
                                                                                                                                               
Tuesday             Adult Bible Study                                                                             1:00 pm            
                          Closed AA Meeting                                                                           2:00 pm 
                                                                         
Wednesday   Closed AA Meeting                                                    3:00 pm 
                          Chime Practice                                                                                   7:00 pm
    
Thursday    Healing Service                                                                                10:00 am     
                          Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  
 
Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                    9:30 am 
 
Saturday            AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 
    AA Meeting         8:00 pm 

                                                                           
  Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table; re-
gardless of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Day of Prayer 
World Day of Prayer will be held at St. Stephen’s on 

Friday, March 2nd at 2PM.  

The host country for World Day of Prayer 2018 is Suriname. The focus is on 

Genesis 1, the story of Creation, with the theme “All God’s Creation Is Very 

Good!”. Universal issues of climate change, natural disasters, pollution, and 

human abuse of the environment—all affecting God’s good Creation and 

God’s people—will be explored.  

 

 

 

 

“For if I do this voluntarily, I have a  

reward; but if against my will, I have a  

stewardship entrusted to me.” 

1 Corinthians 9:17 

 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday in Lent                                             February 18, 2018 
                                                                                                   8 AM & 10 AM 
Collect of the Day 
 
Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: 

Come quickly to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know 

the weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading            Genesis 9:8-17 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, "Behold, I establish my covenant 

with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with 

you, the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out 

of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut 

off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 

earth." And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant which I make between me 

and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I set 

my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the 

earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will 

remember my covenant which is between me and you and every living creature of 

all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When 

the bow is in the clouds, I will look upon it and remember the everlasting covenant 

between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth." God said 

to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant which I have established between me and 

all flesh that is upon the earth." 

 

 

 



Psalm 25 

 

1  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

 my God, I put my trust in you; * 

 let me not be humiliated, 

 nor let my enemies triumph over me.  

2  Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
 let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3  Show me your ways, O LORD, * 
 and teach me your paths.  

4  Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

 for you are the God of my salvation; 

 in you have I trusted all the day long.  

5  Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 

 for they are from everlasting.  

6  Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

 remember me according to your love 

 and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.  

7  Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 

  therefore he teaches sinners in his way.  

8  He guides the humble in doing right * 

 and teaches his way to the lowly.  

9  All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness * 

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.  

  

 

 

  CHIME CHOIR PRACTICE-Wednesdays 7:00PM-8:30PM 
  CHOIRE PRACTICE Thursdays @ 2:00 PM 
  EWC MEETINGS 2018:June 7th-Sept 6th-Dec 6th 
  ORDER OF SAINT LUKE: 2nd Thurs. after healing service. 
  PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND Practice Fridays 9:30 am 
                               
 
CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups  
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Fall/W inter 
clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing but-

tons, tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our 
parking lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other 
items. We are very appreciative of your kind donations  and pur-
chases from this fundraising project. 
 

 
 
LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is 
an URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00 
a.m. service.  Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of additional 
members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  group of parishioners who 
will pray for any who are in need.  If you are interested or would like 
further information, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for de-
tails.  Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer Chain, your 
name or the names of family, neighbors, or  friends who would like 
prayers for healing, comfort, or any other purpose. 
 

 

CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  
JoAnn Smithson is the Congregational  Coordinator for Care Givers 
Volunteers here at St. Stephen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox 
in the Office to put in your hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-
0821. 
 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 
 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 
 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use  

 

The eCW has begun iT’s firsT fundraiser of The year! 

We have place donation envelopes in the pews .  

Instead of baking, make a contribution and place it in the  

envelope and place the 

     envelope in the collection plate.      

 Thank you kindly for your consideration 

Bible Study sessions will continue on 

 Mondays @ 6PM   Tuesdays @ 1PM at St. Stephens 

Wednesdays 1PM at The Pines  

We are studying “24 Hours that Changed the World” 

 

Second Reading                      First Letter of Peter 3:18-22 

 

For Christ also died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, 

that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive 

in the spirit; in which he went and preached to the spirits in prison, who for-

merly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, during 

the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 

through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a 

removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a clear conscience, 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at 

the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers subject to him. 

 

Holy Gospel         Mark 1:9-15 

 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John 

in the Jordan. And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the 

heavens opened and the Spirit descending upon him like a dove; and a voice 

came from heaven, "Thou art my beloved Son; with thee I am well pleased." 

The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the 

wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and 

the angels ministered to him. Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into 

Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and 

the kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and believe in the gospel." 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 On this first Sunday in Lent our attention is focused on those who will 

be baptized at Easter. The final preparation of the candidates is the primary 

purpose of this season. The involvement of all members of the Church in the 

Lenten disciplines of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, as well as intensified 

study of Holy Scripture, is our way of sharing with these candidates in their 

time of preparation. 

 

 In the Old Testament reading today we have a prefiguring of Baptism. 

Noah and his family are saved from death in the flood and God makes a 

Covenant with them. In Baptism we are saved through water and made a part 

of the new Covenant established in Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

 

 The reading from 1 Peter is an early Christian reflection on the 

meaning of the story of Noah in the light of Jesus’ dying and rising. Baptism 

gives us a share in more than earthly life; it makes us part of God’s eternal 

Kingdom. 

 

 The Gospel reading today describes Jesus’ response to his own 

baptism and anointing by the Spirit. He spent forty days in the wilderness 

where his vocation was tested. We too spend these forty days in prayer and 

fasting as God leads us to discover anew the call he gives us in Baptism. 

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Announcements                          February 18, 2018 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 

 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month            at   9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God 

Sans Memorial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given  

To the glory of God  

By a parishioner 


