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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden at 732/716-1656 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 



FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                       APRIL 29, 2018 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II                 8 am & 10 am   

Hymnal   The Word of God         BCP 

47 Processional Hymn: ”On this day, the first of days” 

 Easter Acclamation           355 

S280 Gloria 

 Collect of the Day          Insert  

 First Lesson:  Acts of the Apostles 8:26-40       Insert 

 Psalm 22           Insert 

 Second Lesson:  First Letter of John 4:7-21                             Insert 

 Gradual:  “Word of God, speak” 

 Gospel:  John 15:1-8                Insert 

 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

 The Nicene Creed          358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI        392 

 Confession and Absolution         393 

 The Peace 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

HOLY COMMUNION  

 Eucharistic Prayer B           367 

S120 Sursum Corda 

S125 Sanctus          

S140 Memorial Acclamation          368 

 The Lord’s Prayer           364 

 Breaking of the Bread  

S152 Fraction Anthem 

 Communion Hymns: 

512    “Come gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove” 

487   “Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life”                                                                           

304 Post Communion Hymn  “I come with joy to meet my Lord” 

 Post Communion Prayer           365 

 Blessing                           
379 Recessional: “God is love, let heaven adore Him” 

 Dismissal 

Fifth Sunday in Easter                                                         April 29, 2018 
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
 
Lector           8:00 AM          Greta Pearl       

LEM             8:00 AM     Jo Ann Smithson 

Altar Guild   8:00 AM        Mary Storey, Betty Corino 

Ushers         8:00 AM            Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 

Lector         10:00 AM  Bernice Neuman 

LEMs          10:00 AM  Susan Clarke, Bill Bodine 

Altar Guild  10:00 AM       Carol Cavanaugh, Angela Van Sant 

Ushers          10:00 AM  Joe Orsita, Laura Gural 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:                      April 29, 2018-May 5, 2018 
 
Today     Holy Eucharist                                                               8 am & 10  am 
    “King of the Hill”       5:00 pm 
                                  
                         AA Meeting                                                                                    8:00  pm 
                                                                                                             
Monday            Office Hours                  9:00 am-2:00 pm                                                                                             
 
Tuesday            Closed AA Meeting                                                                          2:00 pm 
                                                                         
Wednesday   Closed AA Meeting                   3:00 pm 
                          Chime Practice                                                                                  7:00 pm
    
Thursday   Healing Service                 10:00 am 
    Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  
 
Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                    9:30 am 
 
Saturday            AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 
    AA Meeting         8:00 pm                   

  Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table; re-
gardless of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come join us for Monthly 

“King of the Hill” non-sanctioned         
scratch tournament 

          Entry fee-$45.00 

       ($31.00 prize fund $ 11.00 lineage $3.00 church donation) 

     SUNDAY~APRIL 29th  

Start time-5:00PM: Check-in 4:30PM 

   Come for fellowship and great fun! 

 

 

 

But at the proper time manifested, even 

His word, in the proclamation with which 

I was entrusted according to the com-

mandment of God our Savior. 

Titus 1:3 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter                                    April 29, 2018 
                                                                                                   8 AM & 10 AM 

Collect of the Day 
 
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your 

Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his 

steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading                         Acts of the Apostles 8:26-40 

But an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is a desert road. And he rose and went. And behold, 

an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a minister of the Can'dace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of all 

her treasure, had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning; seated in his chariot, he 

was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit said to Philip, "Go up and join this chariot." 

So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and asked, "Do you under-

stand what you are reading?" And he said, "How can I, unless some one guides me?" And 

he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Now the passage of the scripture which he 

was reading was this: "As a sheep led to the slaughter or a lamb before its shearer is dumb, 

so he opens not his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his 

generation? For his life is taken up from the earth." And the eunuch said to Philip, "About 

whom, pray, does the prophet say this, about himself or about some one else?" Then Philip 

opened his mouth, and beginning with this scripture he told him the good news of Jesus. 

And as they went along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, "See, here 

is water! What is to prevent my being baptized?" * [No text] And he commanded the chari-

ot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized 

him. And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught up Philip; and 

the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found at 

Azo'tus, and passing on he preached the gospel to all the towns till he came to Caesare'a. 

 

 



Psalm 22 

 

24  My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who 

worship him.  

 

25  The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 

"May your heart live for ever!"  

 

26  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * 

and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.  

 

27  For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 

he rules over the nations.  

 

28  To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 

all who go down to the dust fall before him.  

 

29  My soul shall live for him; 

my descendants shall serve him; * 

they shall be known as the LORD'S for ever.  

 

30  They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

the saving deeds that he has done.  

 

 

 

 CHIME CHOIR PRACTICE-Wednesdays 7:00PM-8:30PM 

 CHOIRE PRACTICE Thursdays @ 2:00 PM 

  EWC MEETINGS 2018:June 7th-Sept 6th-Dec 6th 

  ORDER OF SAINT LUKE: 2nd Thurs. after healing service. 

  PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND Practice Fridays 9:30 am 

                                                         
 

As Fred and I prepare to relocate to Seabrook Senior Living Community in Tinton 
Falls, New Jersey we wish all the best to you in keeping Saint Stephen’s alive and ac-

tive. 
 

We hope all those who can, will step up to the plate to help where and when it is need-
ed. We have a wonderful parish of hard-working people and we will miss working with 

all of you! 
 For now, we bid you a fond farewell, until we meet again! 

 
    Our new address is:  709 Sandy Cove 
                                              Tinton Falls, New Jersey 07753 
 
    Our new phone number is:  732-643-8533                           



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 

 

The  Way of Saint Paul 

Discipleship 

Christian disciples are people who have fallen deeply, even madly, in love 

with Jesus, the Savior and Lord who returns their love and gives so much 

more. Grateful for that love and all Jesus did, and does to show it, disciples 

commit themselves to trust for a lifetime, becoming eager to learn all they 

can from Jesus about how to live and ready to obey his commands as best   

they understand them each day.  

May you find peace in your daily mission! 

Bill Bodine 

Way of Saint Paul Ministry 

  

  

 

United Thank Offering   

The blue UTO envelopes will be available in the pews for everyone’s convenience  for 
a few weeks. 

Please make your checks out to: 

ECW Diocese of New Jersey 

In the memo: 

“UTO” or “Cash” 

The United Thank Offering In-gathering will be  

Saturday, MAY 19, 2018 

Questions? Call Stefanie @ 732-350-2904 

Second Reading                                                    First Letter of John 4:7-21 

 

Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God, and he who loves is born of God and 

knows God. He who does not love does not know God; for God is love. In this the love of 

God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 

might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and 

sent his Son to be the expiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 

love one another. No man has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us 

and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, be-

cause he has given us of his own Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has 

sent his Son as the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 

God abides in him, and he in God. So we know and believe the love God has for us. God 

is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. In this is love 

perfected with us, that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is 

so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear 

has to do with punishment, and he who fears is not perfected in love. We love, because he 

first loved us. If any one says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who 

does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. And 

this commandment we have from him, that he who loves God should love his brother al-

so. 

 

Holy Gospel              John 15:1-8 

 

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of mine that bears no 

fruit, he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear 

more fruit. You are already made clean by the word which I have spoken to you. Abide in 

me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, nei-

ther can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides 

in me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If 

a man does not abide in me, he is cast forth as a branch and withers; and the branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 

ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that 

you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples. 



 
 

   

 On the final Sundays of Easter, our attention is directed to the results in our lives 

of Jesus’ dying and rising: the results of Baptism and Eucharist. The Gospel reading today 

describes our life in Christ. That life is characterized by our love for Jesus as the ground 

of our faithfulness. We are as intimately bound up in the life of the risen Jesus as the 

branches of a plant, drawing our new life directly from him. 

 

 Like a vine growing new branches, the early Church began to spread beyond 

Jerusalem almost immediately, bound together in Christ’s love and led by the Spirit. In 

today’s reading from Acts, Philip, one of the seven ordained with Stephen, preaches the 

Gospel to an official of the Queen of Ethiopia. This preaching was prompted by the 

official’s reading of the “Suffering Servant” passage from Isaiah (52:13-53:12). The 

Ethiopian is converted and baptized on the spot. 

 

 Today’s reading from First John carries on his theme of our share in God’s self-

giving love (agape). We are to reflect in our own living and ministry that same love which 

was manifested to us in Jesus’ dying and rising. This is the life he shares with us. 

 

 We, the People of God, gather in Eucharist to remember and share the story of 

God’s love for us. Our actions in Eucharist are a liturgical expression of self- giving love 

toward God and others. As we receive Holy Communion, God implants in us Jesus’ own 

life and equips us to extend the divine love to all people in concrete actions of ministry 

and proclamation. 

 

 

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Announcements                                April 29, 2018 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 

 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month            at   9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 

        The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God 

              In Memory of Charles Rotsaert  

          By daughter Stefanie  

 

 

 

 

              The altar Flowers are given to the glory of God    

 in honor of  Fred Spieth’s Birthday by his wife Janet 

And 

In honor of the Order of Saint Luke Healing Mission 

 By Stefanie Rotsaert 


