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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

Greta Pearl for prayer requests: 732-350-7584 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Dottie Kaster, Rector’s Warden at 732-647-5065 or       

Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 



EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                            JULY 15, 2018                                 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II  Proper 10                                        8 am & 10 am   

Hymnal   The Word of God              
686 Processional Hymn: ”Come, thou fount every blessing”  

 Patriotic Hymn: 717v4       

 Opening Acclamation           355 

S102 Trisagion 

 Collect of the Day          Insert  

 First Lesson:  Second Book of Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19                           Insert 
 Psalm 24           Insert 

 Second Lesson:   Letter to the Ephesians 1:3-14                 Insert           

 Gradual:  “Word of God, speak” 

 Gospel:  Mark 6:14-29                Insert  

 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

 The Nicene Creed          358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI        392 

 Confession and Absolution         393 

 The Peace 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem: Phyllis “He grew the tree” 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

HOLY COMMUNION  

 Eucharistic Prayer A           361 

S120 Sursum Corda 

S125 Sanctus              

S136 Memorial Acclamation          363 

 The Lord’s Prayer           364 

 Breaking of the Bread  

S152 Fraction Anthem 

 Communion Hymns:  

 Post Communion Hymns: 

495  “Hail, thou once despised Jesus!” 

436          “’Lift up your hands, ye mighty gates” 

697 Post Communion Hymn: “My God, accept my heart this day”  

 Post Communion Prayer           365 

 Blessing                          
372 Recessional: ”Praise to the living God” 

 Dismissal 

Eighth Sunday After Pentecost                July 15, 2018                                                  
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
 
Lector           8:00 AM          Greta Pearl     

LEM             8:00 AM     Richard Smithson 

Altar Guild   8:00 AM        Mary Storey, Betty Corino 

Ushers         8:00 AM            Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 

Lector         10:00 AM  Ricki Minix 

LEMs          10:00 AM  Stefanie Rotsaert, Richard Woods 

Altar Guild  10:00 AM       Barbara Lavinio, Margaret Poper 

Ushers          10:00 AM  Al Thompson, John Brown 

 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:                      July 15, 2018-July 21, 2018 
 
Today   Holy Eucharist                                                               8 am & 10 am 
   AA Meeting                                                                                    8:00 pm                                                     
 
Monday  Vestry Meeting                10:00 am 
   Thyroid Support group meeting              10:00 am 
     
Tuesday            Closed AA Meeting                                                                            2:00 pm 
                                                                         
Wednesday   Closed AA Meeting                   3:00 pm 
                          Chime Practice                                                                                  7:00 pm
    
Thursday   Healing Service                 10:00 am 
    Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  
 
Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                    9:30 am 
 
Saturday      Bluegrass & Blueberry Festival      1:00 pm          
      AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 
     AA Meeting         8:00 pm                   

   
 Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s 
Table; regardless of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to 
share with us in this sacrament. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fellowship and Fundraising  

Committee 

Our next event will be The Wellness Fair 

and the ECW will host the  

Annual Blueberry Festival.  

These and other events will be published in 

The Sun and our own Chapel Chimes.  

Have ideas to share? 

Our next meeting will be Sunday, July 22nd 

after the 10 AM service.                                                                                            

Please come and join our team! 

        

Lillian Fink & Dottie Kaster 

Co-chairs 

Eighth Sunday After Pentecost                    July 15, 2018    
                     8 AM & 10 AM 

Collect of the Day  

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that 

they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and 

power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading         Second Book of Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 

David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. And David arose and 

went with all the people who were with him from Ba'ale-judah, to bring up from there the 

ark of God, which is called by the name of the LORD of hosts who sits enthroned on the 

cherubim. And they carried the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house 

of Abin'adab which was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahi'o, the sons of Abin'adab, were driv-

ing the new cart with the ark of God; and Ahi'o went before the ark. And David and all the 

house of Israel were making merry before the LORD with all their might, with songs and 

lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. So David went and brought up 

the ark of God from the house of O'bed-e'dom to the city of David with rejoicing; and when 

those who bore the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. 

And David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was girded with a linen 

ephod. So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting, 

and with the sound of the horn. As the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal 

the daughter of Saul looked out of the window, and saw King David leaping and dancing 

before the LORD; and she despised him in her heart. And they brought in the ark of the 

LORD, and set it in its place, inside the tent which David had pitched for it; and David of-

fered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD. And when David had finished 

offering the burnt offerings and the peace offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the 

LORD of hosts, and distributed among all the people, the whole multitude of Israel, both 

men and women, to each a cake of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins. Then all 

the people departed, each to his house. 

 

 



Psalm 24 

1  The earth is the LORD'S and all that is in it, * 

the world and all who dwell therein.  

2  For it is he who founded it upon the seas * 

and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep.  

3  "Who can ascend the hill of the LORD? " * 

and who can stand in his holy place?"  

4  "Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, * 

who have not pledged themselves to falsehood, 

nor sworn by what is a fraud.  

5  They shall receive a blessing from the LORD * 

and a just reward from the God of their salvation."  

6  Such is the generation of those who seek him, * 

of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob.  

7  Lift up your heads, O gates; 

lift them high, O everlasting doors; * 

and the King of glory shall come in.  

8 "Who is this King of glory?" * 

"The LORD, strong and mighty, 

the LORD, mighty in battle."  

9  Lift up your heads, O gates; 

lift them high, O everlasting doors; * 

and the King of glory shall come in.  

10  "Who is he, this King of glory?" * 

"The LORD of hosts, 
he is the King of glory."  

Second Reading                    Letter to the Ephesians 1:3-14 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foun-

dation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. He destined us in 

love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise 

 EWC MEETINGS 2018:June 7th-Sept 6th-Dec 6th 

 ORDER OF SAINT LUKE: 2nd Thurs. after healing service. 

 PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND Practice Fridays @ 9:30 am 

 CHAPEL CHESS CLUB: ALL skill levels to meet weekly TBA 

 VESTRY MEETING MONDAY July 16-10:00 AM 

  THYROID SUPPORT GROUP July 16-10:00 AM 

   

   

 

 

Bluegrass and Blueberries Social 

Saturday, July 21, 2018 

  1 PM– 3 PM 

Music and amazing baked 

goods!  

Right here at Saint Stephens 

180 route 539 

                        Whiting NJ 08759 

732-350-2121 

Adults……$7 Children 12 and under…..$3 

 

 

 

 

St. Stephen’s and AAA  will be raf-

fling off a $1000.00 voucher to-

wards AAA services and products! 

Each chance is $10.00 

Purchase tickets through October 

27th when the winner will be an-

nounced at our Annual Vendor 

Fair! 

See one of our Vestry Members or 

come see us in the Church office 

Monday through 

Thursday Between 9am-2pm 

 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Stewardship 

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by  

Itself, unless it abides in the in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in 
me. 

John 15:4 

 

      
      

A Prayer 

 

God of grace, help me to see the opportuni-

ties that you put in front of me to be a wit-

ness. Give me the confidence to invite my 

friends and neighbors to faith. 

Amen 

of his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have re-

demption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of 

his grace which he lavished upon us. For he has made known to us in all wisdom and in-

sight the mystery of his will, according to his purpose which he set forth in Christ as a 

plan for the fulness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth. In him, according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to 

the counsel of his will, we who first hoped in Christ have been destined and appointed to 

live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, who have heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation, and have believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy 

Spirit, which is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 

praise of his glory. 

Holy Gospel                          Mark 6:14-29 

 

King Herod heard of it; for Jesus' name had become known. Some said, "John the baptiz-

er has been raised from the dead; that is why these powers are at work in him." But others 

said, "It is Eli'jah." And others said, "It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old." But 

when Herod heard of it he said, "John, whom I beheaded, has been raised." For Herod had 

sent and seized John, and bound him in prison for the sake of Hero'di-as, his brother 

Philip's wife; because he had married her. For John said to Herod, "It is not lawful for you 

to have your brother's wife." And Hero'di-as had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill 

him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy 

man, and kept him safe. When he heard him, he was much perplexed; and yet he heard 

him gladly. But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his 

courtiers and officers and the leading men of Galilee. For when Hero'di-as' daughter came 

in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, "Ask me for 

whatever you wish, and I will grant it." And he vowed to her, "Whatever you ask me, I 

will give you, even half of my kingdom." And she went out, and said to her mother, 

"What shall I ask?" And she said, "The head of John the baptizer." And she came in im-

mediately with haste to the king, and asked, saying, "I want you to give me at once the 

head of John the Baptist on a platter." And the king was exceedingly sorry; but because of 

his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word to her. And immediately the 

king sent a soldier of the guard and gave orders to bring his head. He went and beheaded 

him in the prison, and brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl 

gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body, and 

laid it in a tomb. 

 



 
 

 

 Our Gospel reading today is the account of the death of John the Baptist. This well

-known story was remembered by the followers of Jesus and John. After this, Jesus’ 

ministry moves ahead with even more urgency, causing rumors that Jesus was John raised 

from the dead. 

 

 In the first reading, David, having consolidated his political power, now 

consolidates the religion of Israel in his new capital of Jerusalem. He brings the Ark of the 

Covenant, which had led the people during the Exodus, to Jerusalem as the sign of God’s 

presence in the midst of the nation. David leads the people in singing and dancing for joy 

in the presence of God. (This was a bitter sight to his wife Michal, daughter of Saul, 

whose kingdom was destroyed and replaced. Trouble lies ahead for David and the 

children he and Michal produce.) 

 

 Today we begin reading through the Letter to the Ephesians. This beginning 

portion summarizes the writer’s theology of Christ and of our relationship with Christ in 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

 We gather as a people united in God. We too are sent into the world with the 

message of judgment and salvation. We too are called into the ministry of Christ with 

people in every age and time. Our gathering here is our time to remember who and whose 

we are and, in that remembering, to be filled once again with the life of Christ. Thus, we 

go forth proclaiming in our words and our lives the Good News of salvation. 

. 

 

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Announcements                                 July 15, 2018 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 

 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month            at   9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 

      The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God 

 In Memory of the Liegener and Strohm Family and Mary E. Hurlburt 

In celebration of Dotty Strohm’s Birthday  

And in honor of Stefanie Rotsaert’s Birthday. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The altar Flowers are given to the glory of God  

In honor of my birthday 

Stefanie Rotsaert 


