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Mission Statement  
To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 
 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 
 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  
We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest 
book at the podium in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. 
We would love to have you at St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be 
made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

 
 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 
 Please notify the church office 732-350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden at 732-716-1656 or      
Father Paul at his home 609-268-2864. 

 

 

 



EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST         OCTOBER 8, 2017                                             
PROPER 22                   10 AM 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II          

Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 

360 Processional Hymn:  “Only Begotten” 

 Patriotic Hymn:  717 V4 

 Opening Acclamation        355 

S102 Trisagion 

 Collect of the Day        Insert  

 First Lesson:  Book of Isaiah 5:1-7                                                                  Insert                                                         

 Psalm 80                       Insert 

             Second Lesson:  Letter to the Philippians 3:4b-14                                        Insert              

 Gradual:  “Word of God, Speak”                                                                              Insert 

 Gospel:   Matthew 21:33-46                                           Insert 

 Sermon — The Rev. Paul Van Sant  

 The Nicene Creed        358 

 Prayers of the People Form VI                   392 

 Confession and Absolution       393 

 The Peace 

 Announcements 

 Offertory Anthem 

 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord 

                                       HOLY COMMUNION 

            Eucharistic Prayer A        361   

S120     Sursum Corda 

S125 Sanctus 

S133 Memorial Acclamation                    363 

 The Lord’s Prayer        364 

 Breaking of the Bread  

S152 Fraction Anthem 

 Communion Hymns: 

   “Let us break bread together”        325 

   “Jesu, Jesu”                                                                                                         602   

              Post Communal Prayer  

              Closing Hymn: “ Jesus Loves Me”                                                                         Insert      

              Dismissal         

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY                                                OCTOBER 8, 2017                                           
AFTER PENTECOST     
 
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
 
Lector  8:00 am  Sherene DeLucia 
LEM 8:00 am              Dottie Strohm 
Altar Guild 8:00 am             Mary Storey, Betty Corino 
Ushers 8:00 am  Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 
Lector 10:00 am  Amanda Rutkowski (maybe not) 
LEMs  10:00 am  Bill Bodine, Susan Clarke 
Altar Guild 10:00 am             Arline Grande, Barbara Lavinio 
Ushers 10:00 am  Joe Orsita, John Brown 

 
 
 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF                                       October 8, 2017 - October 14, 2017 
 
Today   Holy Eucharist                          8 & 10 am 
   AA Meeting                              8:00 pm 
Monday             Adult Bible Study                                                                     6:00 pm 
Tuesday  Adult Bible Study                                                                     1:00 pm 
                                    Closed AA Meeting                                        2:00 pm 
Wednesday  Closed AA Meeting                                        3:00 pm  
Thursday   Healing Service                                                                      10:00 am 
   OSL Meeting (directly after the healing service)                           
Friday              Pineland Symphonic Band                                       9:30 am            
Saturday                     ECW Luncheon                                                                 11AM-2PM     
                                    AA Meeting                              3:00 pm 
   AA Meeting                          8:00 pm 

Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship.  
 
The Church Office is open Monday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., with 
appointments scheduled beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table, regard-

less of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 
  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Friends Helping Friends 

Coupon Day! 

Start your Holiday season shopping off right with big savings at 
Boscov’s 

On Tuesday, October 17th 

$5.00 will enable shoppers to receive discounts all over the store. 

This small fee will greatly help us pay for our new heating system. 

See Stefanie Rotsaert for tickets  

 See you there! 

Annual Crop Walk   

Next Sunday-October 15, 2017 

At Whiting United Methodist Church @ 1:30 PM 

Come out and lend your support and 

walk to end hunger! 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost        October 8, 2017 
Proper 22                                                                            10 AM 
 
Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we 

to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the 

abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our con-

science is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not 

worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our 

Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ev-

er and ever. Amen. 

 
 

First Reading                             Book of Isaiah 5:1-7 

Let me sing for my beloved a love song concerning his vineyard: My be-

loved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He digged it and cleared it of 

stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst 

of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, 

but it yielded wild grapes. And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of 

Judah, judge, I pray you, between me and my vineyard. What more was 

there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I looked for it 

to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And now I will tell you what 

I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will make it a 

waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; I 

will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For the vine-

yard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are 

his pleasant planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for 

righteousness, but behold, a cry! 



Psalm 80 

 

7  Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.  

8  You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 

you cast out the nations and planted it.  

9  You prepared the ground for it; * 

it took root and filled the land.  

10  The mountains were covered by its shadow * 

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.  

11  You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 

and its branches to the River.  

12  Why have you broken down its wall, * 

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?  

13  The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.  

14  Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 

behold and tend this vine; * 

preserve what your right hand has planted.  

 

 

 

 

ECW Meetings 2017:  Thursday, December 7 at 1:00pm 
ORDER OF ST. LUKE:  2nd Thursday of each month af-
ter Healing Service 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND:  Fridays 9:30 am 
 
 

CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups  
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES FALL/
WINTER clothing ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, 

with no missing buttons, tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the 
FOUR BINS in our  parking lot for  out of season clothing, all 
men’s wear, and other items.  Ladies winter clothes now on clear-
ance sale - buy one and get one free (or 50% each).  We are very 
appreciative of your kind donations to, and purchases from, this 
fundraising project. 
 
 
 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is an 
URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00 a.m. ser-
vice.  Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need 
of additional members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicat-
ed  group of parishioners who will pray for any who are 
in need.  If you are interested or would like further information, please 
contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for details.  Greta is the contact 
when placing, on the Prayer Chain, your name or the names of family, 
neighbors, or  friends who would like prayers for healing, comfort, or 
any other purpose. 

 
 
 

CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  JoAnn Smithson is the Congregational  
Coordinator for Care Givers Volunteers here at St. Stephen’s.  Please continue to use the 
mailbox in the Office to put in your hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-0821. 
 

 

 

 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 
 
YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 
 
 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use the basket on the back table. 

 
 
  
 
 

    

  

 

    “Each year you shall tithe all the produce that grows in the fields you have 

sown...so that the Lord your God may bless you in all that you undertake” 

Deuteronomy 14:22,29 

                                          
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mondays @ 6:00 PM 

Tuesdays @ 1:00 PM 

We are studying the Book of Mark 

 

Second Reading         Letter to the Philippians 3:4b-14 

If any other man thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circum-

cised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 

Hebrews; as to the law a Pharisee, as to zeal a persecutor of the church, as to righteous-

ness under the law blameless. But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of 

Christ. Indeed I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them 

as refuse, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness 

of my own, based on law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 

God that depends on faith; that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and 

may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that if possible I may attain the 

resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect; 

but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brethren, I 

do not consider that I have made it my own; but one thing I do, forgetting what lies be-

hind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of 

the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Holy Gospel                                                             Matthew 21:33-46 

"Hear another parable. There was a householder who planted a vineyard, and set a hedge 

around it, and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and let it out to tenants, and went 

into another country. When the season of fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the ten-

ants, to get his fruit; and the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and 

stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first; and they did the same to 

them. Afterward he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' But when the 

tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and 

have his inheritance.' And they took him and cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 

When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" They 

said to him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and let out the vineyard to 

other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons." Jesus said to them, "Have you 

never read in the scriptures: 'The very stone which the builders rejected has become the 

head of the corner; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes'? Therefore I 

tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a nation produc-

ing the fruits of it." When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they per-

ceived that he was speaking about them. But when they tried to arrest him, they feared the 

multitudes, because they held him to be a prophet. 



  
 
 

 In today’s liturgy, we have a parable warning us as God’s people to 

be faithful to God, lest God turn away from us. This parable may have 

been a simple story about the need to seize the opportunity God holds out. 

Matthew has taken images, especially from today’s Old Testament 

reading, and allegorized the original story to make a point which the 

Church in his day needed to hear and which we need to hear today. 

 

 The first reading is Isaiah’s “Song of the Vineyard.” Here the 

prophet starts with a simple song about agriculture but turns it around into 

a warning to the leaders and the people of Israel in his day. 

 

 Paul calls on the church in Philippi to hold fast to their faith and 

practice. We are not to be anxious about anything, rather we should expend 

our energy reaching out to be the kind of people God calls us to be. For we 

are citizens of heaven, Paul tells us, and we are destined for glory. 

 

 God’s people need the warnings of the prophets and of Jesus to 

balance our knowledge that we have been redeemed. While God’s action 

of redeeming us is set and established, we must nevertheless live the lives 

of redeemed people. Our weekly gatherings in Eucharist are not meant to 

lull us into complacency but to strengthen us and equip us to follow the 

Way of Christ. 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Announcements                       October 8, 2017 
 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament: 
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 
 

 
 
 

ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each month at        9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month at       2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month at     2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month at      2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month at      2:00 pm 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God  

In memory of  my son David Scarapulla 

By Giovanna Scarapulla 

 

 

The Alter Flower are given to the Glory of God 

In loving memory of my daughter  

Karen Holmes 

By Mary Van Sant 

& 

In honor of  Krupa and Roger Abbott’s 39th wedding anniversary 


