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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden at 732/716-1656 or       

Father Paul at his home 609/268-2864. 

 



Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost                            November 19, 2017 
Proper 28                                                                                 8 AM & 10 AM 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II         
   
Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 
 
574      Processional Hymn: “Before thy throne, O God we kneel” 
            Patriotic Hymn 717 Verse 4 
 Opening Acclamation              355 
S102 Trisagion 
 Collect of the Day          Insert  
 First Lesson:  Book of Zephaniah 1:7,12-18                                                  Insert 
 Psalm 90           Insert 
            Second Lesson: First Letter to the Thessalonians 5:1-11                                Insert                      
            Gradual:  “Word of God, speak” 
            Gospel:  Matthew 25:14-30                                                                Insert            
 Sermon — The Rev. Paul Van Sant 
            The Nicene Creed                                                                                                358 
            Prayers of the People form VI                                                                             392 
            Confession and Absolution                                                                                 393 
 The Peace                                                                               
            Announcements  
            Offertory Anthem      
 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

  

HOLY COMMUNION   
 

 Eucharistic Prayer A               361 
S120 Sursum Corda 
S125 Sanctus          
S133 Memorial Acclamation              363 
 The Lord’s Prayer               364 
 Breaking of the Bread  
S152 Fraction Anthem 
            Communion Hymns: 
598        “Lord, Christ, when first thou cam’st to earth” 
             “ Give Thanks”                                                                                                   Insert 
312      Post Communion Hymn: “Strengthen for service, Lord” 
           Post Communion Prayer               365 
 Blessing 
561      Recessional: “Stand up, stand up for Jesus”     
            Dismissal 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost                           November 19, 2017            
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
 
Lector  8:00 AM             Edna Blische 
LEM 8:00 AM          Richard Smithson 
Altar Guild 8:00 AM      Mary Storey, Betty Corino 
Ushers 8:00 AM          Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 
Lector 10:00 AM          Amanda Rutkowski,  
LEMs  10:00 AM          Bill Bodine, Stefanie Rotsaert 
Altar Guild 10:00 AM    Janet Spieth, Angela Van Sant 
Ushers 10:00 AM          Bob Axon, Joe Orsita 
 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:           November 19–November 25, 2017 
 
Today      Holy Eucharist                                                                               8 &10 am 
                             
                            AA Meeting                                                                                     8:00 pm 
                                                                                                            
Monday              Micah Award Dinner                                                                       4:15 PM 
                           Adult Bible Study( cancelled this week)          
                           Vestry Meeting                                                                               10:00 am 
                           Thyroid Support Group                                                                10:00 am 
Tuesday             Adult Bible Study ( cancelled this week)                                                                                     
                           Closed AA Meeting                                                                          2:00 pm                                                                        
Wednesday  
                           Closed AA Meeting                                                    3:00 pm 
                           Chime Practice                                                                                  7:00 pm
    
Thursday           Healing Service                                                                               10:00 am  
                          Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  
 
Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                   9:30 am 
 
Saturday             AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 
     AA Meeting                                                                8:00 pm                                                          
                 
               Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our 
Lord’s Table, regardless of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to 
share with us in this sacrament. 



 
 

The Pineland Symphonic Band

 

 

 

 

 

“ Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your 

crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing , and your vats will 

brim over with new wine” 

Proverbs 3:9-10 

 

Twenty-fourth Sunday After Pentecost                           November 19, 2017 
Proper 28                                                                                          8 & 10 AM 
                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Collect of the Day 
 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to 

hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold 

fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading                                          Book of Zephaniah 1:7,12-18 

 

Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at hand; the LORD has pre-

pared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests. At that time I will search Jerusalem with 

lamps, and I will punish the men who are thickening upon their lees, those who say in their 

hearts, 'The LORD will not do good, nor will he do ill.' Their goods shall be plundered, and 

their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they 

plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them." The great day of the LORD is near, 

near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the mighty man cries 

aloud there. A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and 

devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of 

trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. I 

will bring distress on men, so that they shall walk like the blind, because they have sinned 

against the LORD; their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. Nei-

ther their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them on the day of the wrath of the 

LORD. In the fire of his jealous wrath, all the earth shall be consumed; for a full, yea, sud-

den end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.  

Psalm 90 

1  Lord, you have been our refuge * 

from one generation to another.  

2  Before the mountains were brought forth, 

or the land and the earth were born, * 

from age to age you are God.  



3  You turn us back to the dust and say, * 

"Go back, O child of earth."  

4  For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * 

and like a watch in the night.  

5  You sweep us away like a dream; * 

we fade away suddenly like the grass.  

6  In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 

in the evening it is dried up and withered.  

7  For we consume away in your displeasure; * 

we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation.  

8  Our iniquities you have set before you, * 

and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.  

9  When you are angry, all our days are gone; * 

we bring our years to an end like a sigh.  

10  The span of our life is seventy years, 

perhaps in strength even eighty; * 

yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, 

for they pass away quickly and we are gone.  

11  Who regards the power of your wrath? * 

who rightly fears your indignation?  

12  So teach us to number our days * 

that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.  

 

 

 

Second Reading                                       First Letter to the Thessalonians 5:1-11 

But as to the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need to have anything written to 

you. For you yourselves know well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 

night. When people say, "There is peace and security," then sudden destruction will come 

upon them as travail comes upon a woman with child, and there will be no escape.  

Pineland Symphonic Band Holiday Concert 3:00 PM 
TODAY! 
Vestry Meeting-Monday, 10:00 AM 
Thyroid Support Group-Monday, 10:00 AM 
MICHA AWARD DINNER Monday 4:30 PM 
ECW Meeting: Mark your calendar for December 7 at 
1:00 pm 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND Practice Fridays 
9:30 am 

 
CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups  
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Fall/Winter 
clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing buttons, 
tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our parking 
lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other items. We 
are very appreciative of your kind donations  and purchases from this 
fundraising project. 
 

 
 
LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is an 
URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00 a.m. ser-
vice.  Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of additional 
members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  group of parishioners who 
will pray for any who are in need.  If you are interested or would like 
further information, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for de-
tails.  Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer Chain, your 

name or the names of family, neighbors, or  friends who would like 
prayers for healing, comfort, or any other purpose. 
 
 

 
CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  
JoAnn Smithson is the Congregational  Coordinator for Care Givers 
Volunteers here at St. Stephen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in 
the Office to put in your hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-
0821. 

 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 
 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 
 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 

from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use  

 

   

                  Micah Award Dinner 

                      Monday, November 20, 2017 

             This year’s Annual Micah Award honors 

          The Whiting Volunteer Fire Company No. 1 

 

               Tour Our Daily Bread Food Pantry at 4:15 

                     Hors d’oeuvres to be served at 4:45 

                            Dinner to be served at 5:00 

 

    Tickets are available at the church office or at the door 

     

 

 

There will be no bible study this coming 

week. See us next week November 27th 

@ 6:00 pm, November 28 @1:00 pm 

 

 

 

But you are not in darkness, brethren, for that day to surprise you like a thief. For you are 

all sons of light and sons of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us 

not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. For those who sleep sleep at 

night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. But, since we belong to the day, let us 

be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salva-

tion. For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who died for us so that whether we wake or sleep we might live with him. There-

fore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                      Matthew 25:14-30 

"For it will be as when a man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted to them 

his property; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according 

to his ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and 

traded with them; and he made five talents more. So also, he who had the two talents 

made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the 

ground and hid his master's money. Now after a long time the master of those servants 

came and settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came for-

ward, bringing five talents more, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I 

have made five talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful serv-

ant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of 

your master.' And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, 'Master, you de-

livered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.' His master said to him, 

'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you 

over much; enter into the joy of your master.' He also who had received the one talent 

came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not 

sow, and gathering where you did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 

talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' But his master answered him, 'You 

wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and gather 

where I have not winnowed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bank-

ers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. So take the 

talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to every one who has will 

more be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has 

will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness; there men will 

weep and gnash their teeth.' 



 
 

 

 

 

 Our attention today is again turned toward the subject of Christ’s return and the 

Day of Judgment. In the parable of the talents (a monetary unit worth fifteen years’ wages 

in the first century), we are taught that what God has given us is to be used productively 

and ultimately returned to God enhanced by our use of those gifts. 

 

 The rather gloomy prophet, Zephaniah, speaks God’s word in the first reading 

today. This a warning to those who rest satisfied with their state of life. A day is coming 

of judgment when we must give account. Those people find that day a day of disaster. 

 

 Today we conclude reading through 1 Thessalonians. In his final words to this 

early congregation, confused because the Lord has not yet returned, Paul tells them that 

Jesus’ return cannot be predicted. In addition, he tells them, and us, to live in preparation 

all the time with the confident certainty of those who live in the light of God’s self-

revelation in Jesus Christ. 

 

 In historical periods of social confusion (such as our own time), popular religion 

often focuses on the most negative and pessimistic aspects of the biblical message of 

judgment. The central message of Holy Scripture, however, is not God’s wrath but God’s 

love and the promise made to us of salvation. As we gather in the Eucharist, we again 

hear that message of the loving God and are equipped to go forth to proclaim it to the 

world. 

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Announcements                         November 19 , 2017 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
 
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 

 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month            at   9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00 pm 
 

 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God  

In memory of my son David Scarapulla 

By Giovanna Scarapulla 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the 

Glory of God 

By a parishioner 


