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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden at 732/716-1656 or       

Father Paul at his home 609/268-2864. 

 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s 

Episcopal Church 

May all who enter be blessed’ 

October 22, 2017 

Father Paul Van Sant 



Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost                                     October 22, 2017 
Proper 24                                                                                8 AM & 10 AM 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II         
   
Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 
 
408      Processional Hymn: “Sing praise to God who reigns above” 
            Patriotic Hymn 717 Verse 4 
 Opening Acclamation              355 
S102 Trisagion 
 Collect of the Day          Insert  
 First Lesson:  Book of Isaiah 45:1-7                                                               Insert 
 Psalm 96           Insert 
            Second Lesson: First Letter to the Thessalonians 1:1-10                                 Insert                      
            Gradual:  “Word of God, speak” 
            Gospel:  Matthew 22:15-22                                                                Insert            
 Sermon — The Rev. Paul Van Sant 
            The Nicene Creed                                                                                                358 
            Prayers of the People form VI                                                                             392 
            Confession and Absolution                                                                                 393 
 The Peace                                                                               
            Announcements  
            Offertory Anthem      
 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 

  

HOLY COMMUNION   
 

 Eucharistic Prayer A               361 
S120 Sursum Corda 
S125 Sanctus          
S133 Memorial Acclamation              363 
 The Lord’s Prayer               364 
 Breaking of the Bread  
S152 Fraction Anthem 
            Communion Hymns: 
683        “O for a closer walk with God” 
377        “ All people that on earth do dwell” 
594      Post Communion Hymn: “God of grace and God of glory” 
           Post Communion Prayer               365 
 Blessing 
544      Recessional: “Jesus shall reign where're the sun”     
            Dismissal 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost                                      October 22, 2017            
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
 
Lector  8:00 AM             Mary Storey 
LEM 8:00 AM          Jo Ann Smithson 
Altar Guild 8:00 AM      Mary Storey, Betty Corino 
Ushers 8:00 AM          Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 
Lector 10:00 AM          Bernice Neuman 
LEMs  10:00 AM          Bill Bodine, Stefanie Rotsaert 
Altar Guild 10:00 AM    June Coles, Valerie Thompson 
Ushers 10:00 AM          Bob Axon, Al Thompson 
 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF:                  October 22–October 28, 2017 
 
Today      Holy Eucharist                                                                              8 &10 am 
                            Stewardship Breakfast  (following service) 
                            AA Meeting                                                                                    8:00  pm 
                                                                                                            
Monday              Adult Bible Study                                                                             6:00 pm
                              
Tuesday              Adult Bible Study                                                                            1:00 pm 
                           Closed AA Meeting                                                                          2:00 pm                                                                        
Wednesday  
                           Closed AA Meeting                                                    3:00 pm 
                           Chime Practice                                                                                 7:00  pm
    
Thursday           Healing Service                                                                                10:00 am  
                          Choir Practice                                                                                    2:00 pm  
 
Friday                Pineland Symphonic Band                                                   9:30 am 
 
Saturday            Craft & Vendor Fair                                                                   10 am–3 pm 
                           AA Meeting                                                                                      3:00 pm 
     AA Meeting                                                     8:00 pm           
Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our Lord’s Table, regard-
less of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share with us in this sacrament. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

In the U.S., more than 16 million children live in ‘food insecure’ households. Collaborating for the 

common good saves lives and brings hope. Supporting farming cooperatives as part of food and 

nutrition security programs is an important way we can help ensure ENOUGH FOR ALL! 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church collected $156.46 for Noisy Sunday collection. Thank you to Lillian 

and Doug Fink along with Stefanie Rotsaert for walking to represent our church. 

This is the 25th year of Crop Walk in Whiting NJ. 

This year, we are up to $1063.46 as of October 15th.  

In that time, we have raised over $190,000.00. 

We hope to go over the $200,000.00 mark this year! 

Thank you for your support! 

“Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. 

Enter into the joy of your master. 

Matthew 25:23 

From your 2017 Stewardship program Chair: 

I would like to extend a special thanks to those of you who have participated and shared  your stories  

with us during the Stewardship Season this year!  

I would also like to thank Father Paul for his leadership, guidance and support along the way! 

Your stories were memorable, enjoyable and well received by the people of this great and loving par-

ish! If you would like to be part of the Stewardship Team going forward, please feel free to contact me 

or Father Paul. We would be delighted to have new team members! 

May God bless you all! 

In Christ, 

William H. Bodine III 

 

Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost                                     October 22 , 2017 
Proper 24                                                                                         8 & 10 AM 
                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Collect of the Day 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among 

the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout 

the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading                                                Book of Isaiah 45:1-7 

 

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have 

grasped, to subdue nations before him and ungird the loins of kings, to open 

doors before him that gates may not be closed: "I will go before you and level 

the mountains, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut asunder the 

bars of iron, I will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret 

places, that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call 

you by your name. For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I 

call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. I am the 

LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I gird you, though 

you do not know me, that men may know, from the rising of the sun and from 

the west, that there is none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe, I am the LORD, 

who do all these things. 

 

 

 



Psalm 96 

1  Sing to the LORD a new song; * 

sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.  

2  Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.  

3  Declare his glory among the nations * 

and his wonders among all peoples.  

4  For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 

he is more to be feared than all gods.  

5  As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

but it is the LORD who made the heavens.  

6  Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!  

7  Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 

ascribe to the LORD honor and power.  

8  Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 

bring offerings and come into his courts.  

9  Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 

let the whole earth tremble before him.  

10  Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! * 

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity."  

11  Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 

let the field be joyful and all that is therein.  

12  Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
before the LORD when he comes, * 
when he comes to judge the earth.  

13  He will judge the world with righteousness * 
and the peoples with his truth.  

Craft & Vendor Fair October 28th 10 AM-3 PM 
 
ECW Meeting: Mark your calendar for December 7 at 
1:00 pm 
 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND:  Fridays 9:30 am 
 

 
 

CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups  
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Fall/Winter 
clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing buttons, 
tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in our parking 
lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other items. We 
are very appreciative of your kind donations  and purchases from this 
fundraising project. 
 

 
 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is an 
URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00 a.m. ser-
vice.  Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of additional 
members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  group of parishioners who 
will pray for any who are in need.  If you are interested or would like 
further information, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for de-
tails.  Greta is the contact when placing, on the Prayer Chain, your 

name or the names of family, neighbors, or  friends 
who would like prayers for healing, comfort, or any other purpose. 
 
 

 
CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  
JoAnn Smithson is the Congregational  Coordinator for Care Givers 
Volunteers here at St. Stephen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in 
the Office to put in your hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-
0821. 
 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 
 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 
 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use the basket on the back table. 

 

 

 

 

 

. 
 

Saturday October 28th  
From 10 AM -3 PM 

Crafts, baked goods table, 50/50 raffle and door prizes and FUN galore! 

Hope to  see you there! 

 
 

             Mondays @ 6:00 PM 

              Tuesdays @ 1:00 PM 

       We are studying the Book of Mark 

 

 

Second Reading                                         First Letter to the Thessalonians 1:1-10 

 

Paul, Silva'nus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalo'nians in God the Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. We give thanks to God always for you all, 

constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our God and Father your 

work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we 

know, brethren beloved by God, that he has chosen you; for our gospel came to you not 

only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know 

what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of 

us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with joy inspired by the 

Holy Spirit; so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedo'nia and in 

Acha'ia. For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedo'nia and 

Acha'ia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say any-

thing. For they themselves report concerning us what a welcome we had among you, and 

how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son 

from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to 

come. 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                        Matthew 22:15-22 

 

Then the Pharisees went and took counsel how to entangle him in his talk. And they sent 

their disciples to him, along with the Hero'di-ans, saying, "Teacher, we know that you are 

true, and teach the way of God truthfully, and care for no man; for you do not regard the 

position of men. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?" 

But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me 

the money for the tax." And they brought him a coin. And Jesus said to them, "Whose 

likeness and inscription is this?" They said, "Caesar's." Then he said to them, "Render 

therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's." 

When they heard it, they marveled; and they left him and went away. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  

 As we draw near the end of Matthew’s Gospel, the opposition to Jesus intensifies. 

Today the Pharisees seek to entrap Jesus, asking if it is lawful to pay taxes to the emperor. 

The trap would be to offend either zealous Jewish patriots or else offend the ruling class 

in Jerusalem including the Romans. Jesus’ answer points instead to Jewish teaching that 

the government, even a pagan one, has legitimate authority, but that authority cannot be 

allowed to interfere with our duty toward God. 

 

 Five hundred years earlier, the Jews, exiled in Babylon, were rescued by a pagan 

king, Cyrus. Today’s first reading refers to that time and we find the Persian king referred 

to by the prophet Isaiah as God’s anointed. 

 

 The second reading today begins several weeks of reading Paul’s first letter to the 

Thessalonians. This is probably the earliest of Paul’s letters. Things have gone well since 

he left and he begins by giving thanks for their faithfulness. This church, however, had 

some problems and confusion about the second coming of Christ. In coming weeks we 

will hear Paul’s teaching about that. 

 

 Central to every gathering of Christians for worship is intercessory prayer. Our 

prayer is always for the church and the world. A striking illustration was that the early 

Christians prayed for the emperor who was persecuting them. Our faith calls us to pray for 

and to minister to all aspects of life. The liturgy reminds us that God is concerned for all 

creation and is the Savior of all. 

 

 

 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 

Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Announcements                            October 22, 2017 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
 
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 

 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each  month            at    9:30  am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month            at    2:00  pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month           at   2:00  pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month            at   2:00  pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month            at   2:00  pm 
 

 
The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God  

In memory of my son David Scarapulla 
By Giovanna Scarapulla 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the 

Glory of God 

By a parishioner 


