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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden at 732/716-1656 or       

Father Paul at his home 609/268-2864. 

 



SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER SUNDAY                   MAY 28, 2017 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II               8 am & 10 am   
   
Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 
494 Processional Hymn: “Crown him with many crowns” 
            Patriotic Hymn 717 Verse 4 
 Easter Acclamation           355 
S102 Trisagion 
 Collect of the Day        Insert  
 First Lesson:  Acts of the Apostles 1:6-14                                      Insert 
 Psalm 68         Insert 
            Second Lesson: First Letter of Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11   Insert 
            Gradual:  “Word of God, speak” 
            Gospel:  John 17:1-11                              Insert 
 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 
            The Nicene Creed                                                                                              358 
            Prayers of the People form VI                                                                           392 
            Confession and Absolution                                                                                393 
 The Peace                                                                                 
            Announcements  
            Offertory Anthem      
 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  
  
 Eucharistic Prayer B            367 
S120 Sursum Corda 
S125 Sanctus          
S136 Memorial Acclamation           368 
 The Lord’s Prayer            364 
 Breaking of the Bread  
S152 Fraction Anthem 
 Communion Hymns: 
603   “When Christ was lifted from the earth” 
563   “Go forward Christian soldier” 
307 Post Communion Hymn  “Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendor” 
 Post Communion Prayer           365 
 Blessing                            
460 Recessional: “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” 
 Dismissal 
 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                 MAY 28, 2017 
 
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
 
Lector  8:00 am              Greta Pearl 
LEM 8:00 am         Joanne Smithson 
Altar Guild 8:00 am       Mary Storey, Betty Corino 
Ushers 8:00 am          Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 
Lector 10:00 am          Amanda Rutkowski   
LEMs  10:00 am          Susan Clarke , Stefanie Rotsaert 
Altar Guild 10:00 am     Janet Spieth, Peg Smith 
Ushers 10:00 am          Al Thompson, John Brown 
 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF                     May 28, 2017–June 3, 2017 
 
Today   AA Meeting       8:00 pm 
Monday  Office Closed (in honor of memorial day) 
Tuesday  Closed AA Meeting     2:00 pm 
Wednesday  Closed AA Meeting     3:00 pm 
   Chime Choir      7:00 pm 
Thursday                Healing Service                                    10:00 am 
   Choir Practice      1:30 pm 
Friday  Pineland Symphonic Band    9:30 am 
Saturday  AA Meeting       3:00 pm 
   AA Meeting       8:00 pm 
 

 
Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship.  

 
 All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our 
Lord’s Table, regardless of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share 
with us in this sacrament. 
 

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Seventh Sunday of Easter              May 28, 2017 
                                                                              8 AM &  10 AM 

Collect of the Day 
 
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great tri-

umph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy 

Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone be-

fore; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading                                     Acts of the Apostles 1:6-14 

So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time 

restore the kingdom to Israel?" He said to them, "It is not for you to know times 

or seasons which the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you shall receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses 

in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Sama'ria and to the end of the earth." And 

when he had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud 

took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 

behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, "Men of Galilee, why 

do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." Then they 

returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 

sabbath day's journey away; and when they had entered, they went up to the up-

per room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Phil-

ip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Si-

mon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. All these with one accord devoted 

themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, 

and with his brothers. 

 
 



Psalm 68 

1  Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 

let those who hate him flee before him.  

2  Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 

as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at 

the presence of God.  

3  But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 

let them also be merry and joyful.  

4  Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; 

exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 

YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him!  

5  Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 

God in his holy habitation!  

6  God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; * 

but the rebels shall live in dry places.  

7  O God, when you went forth before your people, * 

when you marched through the wilderness,  

8  The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 

at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 

at the presence of God, the God of Israel.  

9  You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 

you refreshed the land when it was weary.  

10  Your people found their home in it; * 

in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.  

33  Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 

sing praises to the Lord.   

34  He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 

he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.  

35  Ascribe power to God; * 

his majesty is over Israel; 

his strength is in the skies.  

36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
Office is closed Monday May 29th in honor of Memorial Day 
 
CHIME CHOIR:  Wednesdays 7:00 - 8:30 pm 
CHOIR PRACTICE:  Thursdays 1:30 pm 
ECW Meetings 2017:  Thursday, June 1, September 7, December 7 at 1:00 pm 
ORDER OF ST. LUKE:  2nd Thursday of each month after Healing Service 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND:  Fridays 9:30 am 
 

CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups  
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Spring/Summer 
clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing  
buttons, tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in 
our parking lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other 
items.  Ladies winter clothes now on clearance sale - buy one and get 
one free (or 50% each).  We are very appreciative of your kind dona-
tions to, and purchases from, this fundraising project. 
 

 
 
LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is an 
URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00 a.m. ser-
vice.  Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of additional 
members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  group of parishioners who 
will pray for any who are in need.  If you are interested or would like further infor-
mation, please contact Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for details.  Greta is the contact 
when placing, on the Prayer Chain, your name or the names of family, neighbors, or  

friends who would like prayers for healing, comfort, or any other pur-
pose. 
 
 

CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  
 JoAnn Smithson is the Congregational  Coordinator for Care Givers 
Volunteers here at St. Stephen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in 
the Office to put in your hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-
0821. 

 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 
 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 
 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use the basket on the back table. 
 

 

How do I do a coffee hour? 

This is a question that comes up so let us help answer some questions: 

Carol Cavanaugh and Stefanie Rotsaert have a volunteer list that is used to schedule 

whomever chooses to serve at Coffee Hour. 

There are a number of options. Some people do this alone, some with a friend or two. 

Sometimes a whole family! Some have donated money or food items to share and ask 

Stefanie and Carol to help in their place.  

The church provides the coffee, tea, sugar, juice water and paper products. Our Sexton, 

Tom is kind enough to set up our coffee station ahead of time in order make this easier. 

For those who would like to host Coffee Hour, it is appreciated to provide milk and items 

of a delicious variety whether it is cake, cookies, fruit salad or sandwiches. For 8 am it is 

customarily 30 people. For 10 am, it is approximately 100. There is a donation basket in 

order to help others enjoy this fellowship without burden. 

Our church greatly enjoys this time of  community! We feel our Coffee Hour is part of our 

ministry to the world, and we are happy to reach out to our neighborhood. Bring your 

friends and neighbors to enjoy what God has provided and get to know your neigh bors! 

 

  

37 the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! 

Blessed be God!  

 

Second Reading                          First Letter of Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal which comes upon you to prove you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice in so far as you share 

Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If 

you are reproached for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory and 

of God rests upon you. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that 

in due time he may exalt you. Cast all your anxieties on him, for he cares about you. Be 

sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

some one to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experience of 

suffering is required of your brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suf-

fered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 

will himself restore, establish, and strengthen you. To him be the dominion for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

  

Holy Gospel                                                        John 17:1-11 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, "Father, the 

hour has come; glorify thy Son that the Son may glorify thee, since thou hast given him 

power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom thou hast given him. And this is eter-

nal life, that they know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. I 

glorified thee on earth, having accomplished the work which thou gavest me to do; and 

now, Father, glorify thou me in thy own presence with the glory which I had with thee 

before the world was made. "I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest 

me out of the world; thine they were, and thou gavest them to me, and they have kept thy 

word. Now they know that everything that thou hast given me is from thee; for I have giv-

en them the words which thou gavest me, and they have received them and know in truth 

that I came from thee; and they have believed that thou didst send me. I am praying for 

them; I am not praying for the world but for those whom thou hast given now I am no 

more in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to thee. Holy Father, keep 

them in thy name, which thou hast given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 



  
 
 
 
  

We begin today the final week of Easter. Last Thursday we celebrated Jesus’ ascension 

to the Father and his glorification. The Gospel reading today is a portion of the prayer 

he prayed on the night before his death, in which he consecrated his offering of himself 

to God, and prayed for us that we might be made part of his offering. In baptism we 

have, in fact, received the benefits of that prayer. 

 

The reading from the Acts of the Apostles is the beginning of that book. Luke 

describes Jesus’ ascension and the promise that he would shortly empower his friends 

with the Holy Spirit. We are told that the disciples, including Jesus’ mother, then spent 

the remaining days together in prayer waiting for that gift of the Spirit, which would 

come upon them on the Day of Pentecost. 

 

In the passage from 1 Peter, we are exhorted to live lives in keeping with our vocation 

given in baptism. If we are to suffer, let it be for doing good, not because of 

wrongdoing. Such righteous suffering deepens our union with Christ. We are already 

assured by Jesus’ resurrection that no suffering can destroy the eternal life we have 

been given. 

 

We gather week by week to celebrate the Eucharist. The Ascension reminds us that in 

the Eucharist Jesus is not made present by being brought down to us; he is present 

because in the Eucharist we are taken up to where he is. For a moment, we are not only 

in the world but we become citizens of the eternal Kingdom. 

 
 
From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 
Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 
 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Announcements             May 28, 2017 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
 
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 

 
 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each month    at  9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month   at  2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month  at  2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month   at  2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month   at  2:00 pm 
 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God  
 

Sans memorial 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God 

By a parishioner 


