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Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use the diversity 

                               of our Episcopal experience while working toward a common goal; to teach 

 the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect the lives of those in the community.  

"Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them."   Matthew 7:20 

 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us for worship today. Please stay for coffee hour, and sign our guest book at the podi-

um in the Narthex. If you are looking for a church home, you have just found it. We would love to have you at 

St. Stephen’s. Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by speaking directly with the Rev. Paul 

A. Van Sant, Sr., Rector. 

To Report Illness, Hospitalization, etc. 

 Please notify the church office 732/350-2121 of any illnesses or hospitalizations.  

If it is an emergency you may also reach Janet Spieth, Rector’s Warden at 732/716-1656 or       

Father Paul at his home 609/268-2864. 

 



FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER SUNDAY                           MAY 14, 2017 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II                 10 am 
      
Hymnal   The Word of God     BCP 
 
518 Processional Hymn: “Christ is made the sure foundation” 
 Easter Acclamation        355 
 Collect of the Day  
            Gathering of the Children 
            Story Telling: “We are all a part of God’s big family”     
 Gradual:  “Word of God, speak” 
 Gospel:  John 14:1-14                   Insert 
 Sermon — The Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 
 Children’s activities will be concurrent with the sermon    
 Regathering the Children    
 Prayers of the People                     392 
 The Peace 
 Announcements 
 Offertory Anthem 
 Doxology:  “All things come of thee O Lord” 
 

 
HOLY COMMUNION  

 
 
 Eucharistic Prayer B        367 
S120 Sursum Corda 
S125 Sanctus          
S136 Memorial Acclamation       368 
 The Lord’s Prayer        364 
 Breaking of the Bread  
S152 Fraction Anthem 
            Communion Hymns 
195         “ Jesus lives! Thy terrors now” 
457         “ Thou art the way, to thee alone” 
487      Post Communion Hymn “ Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life” 
 Post Communion Prayer       365 
            Blessing 
366      Recessional: “ Holy God, we praise thy Name”  
            Dismissal 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN EASTER                                 MAY 14, 2017 
 
Serving  in  the Liturgy today: 
Lector  8:00 am  Mary Storey  
LEM 8:00 am  Dottie Strohm 
Altar Guild 8:00 am Mary Storey, Betty Corino 
Ushers 8:00 am  Mary Storey, Glenn Mortimer, Bill Bodine 
Lector 10:00 am  Bernice Neuman 
LEMs  10:00 am  Susan Clarke, Stefanie Rotsaert 
Altar Guild 10:00 am Barbara Lavinio, Valerie Thompson 
Ushers 10:00 am  Joe Orsita, Jim Mason 
 
CALENDAR  FOR WEEK OF                   May 14, 2017 - May20, 2017 
 
Today   Holy Eucharist                   8 & 10 am 
   AA Meeting                       8:00 pm 
Monday   
Tuesday  Closed AA Meeting                     2:00 pm 
Wednesday  Closed AA Meeting                     3:00 pm 
   Chime Choir                      7:00 pm 
Thursday                Healing Service                                                    10:00 am 
   Choir Practice                      1:30 pm 
Friday  Pineland Symphonic Band                    9:30 am 
Saturday       Daughters of the King Spring Assembly                        9am-3pm 
                               AA Meeting                       3:00 pm 
   AA Meeting                       8:00 pm 
 

Everyone is welcome to come to the coffee hour after worship.  
 

 All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion at our 
Lord’s Table, regardless of your church affiliation.  We encourage you to share 
with us in this sacrament. 
 

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Altar Guild Flowers 
 

The Altar Guild wishes to thank everyone 
for their generous donations towards the 
Easter plants. They certainly added to the 
beauty of our church on Easter Sunday! 

 
The Altar Guild will begin to take orders 
for Geraniums. There will be red, white 

AND pink!  
 

A member of the Altar Guild will be available following both services on 
May 14th to take your orders. This is the LAST SUNDAY to order yours. 

These are wonderful flowers to compliment any garden!  
 
 

 
 

         GloriGals 

                         Come see and enjoy a concert by 

The GloriGals 

 On Sunday May 21st @ 2 PM 

    Right here at St. Stephens Church 

 Their program of music, dance and singing will  thrill and delight you!  

You can purchase tickets from Stefanie or at the door! 

 

Fifth Sunday in Easter                               May 14, 2017 
                                                                                             10 AM 

Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfect-

ly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that 

we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

First Reading                                             Acts of the Apostles 7:55-60 

 

But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, 

and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; and he said, "Behold, I see the 

heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God." 

But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed to-

gether upon him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him; and 

the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named 

Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive 

my spirit." And he knelt down and cried with a loud voice, "Lord, do not 

hold this sin against them." And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 31 

 

1       In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; 

      let me never be put to shame; * 

     deliver me in your righteousness.  

 

2      Incline your ear to me; * 

     make haste to deliver me.  

 

3      Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 

     for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 

     for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.  

 

4      Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 

     for you are my tower of strength.  

 

5      Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 

     for you have redeemed me, 

     O LORD, O God of truth.  

 

15       My times are in your hand; * 

      rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 

      and from those who persecute me.  

 

16  Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 

and in your loving-kindness save me."  

 

 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
Don’t forget! Vestry Meeting May 22, 2017@ 10:00 AM 
 
CHIME CHOIR:  Wednesdays 7:00 - 8:30 pm 
CHOIR PRACTICE:  Thursdays 1:30 pm 
ECW Meetings 2017:  Thursday, June 1, September 7, December 7 at 1:00 pm 
ORDER OF ST. LUKE:  2nd Thursday of each month after Healing Service 
PINELAND SYMPHONIC BAND:  Fridays 9:30 am 
 

CHAPEL CLOTHES LINE  sells well to groups  
meeting at our church.  Now accepting LADIES Spring/Summer 
clothes ONLY in TOP condition, (clean, with no missing  
buttons, tears or stains).  Also, continue to use the FOUR BINS in 
our parking lot for out of season clothing, all men’s wear, and other 
items.  Ladies winter clothes now on clearance sale - buy one and get 
one free (or 50% each).  We are very appreciative of your kind dona-
tions to, and purchases from, this fundraising project. 
 

 
 
LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED  There is an 
URGENT call out for Lay Eucharistic Ministers for our 10:00 a.m. ser-
vice.  Two LEMs are needed at this service. 
 
 

ST. STEPHEN’S PRAYER CHAIN is in need of additional 
members.  The Prayer Chain is a dedicated  group of parishioners who will pray for any 
who are in need.  If you are interested or would like further information, please contact 
Greta Pearl at 732/350-7584 for details.  Greta is the contact when placing, on the Pray-
er Chain, your name or the names of family, neighbors, or  friends who would like 

prayers for healing, comfort, or any other purpose. 
 
 

CARE GIVERS VOLUNTEERS  
 JoAnn Smithson is the Congregational  Coordinator for Care Givers 
Volunteers here at St. Stephen’s.  Please continue to use the mailbox in 
the Office to put in your hours.  JoAnn’s phone number is 609/268-
0821. 
 



HEALING PRAYERS  The Order of St. Luke provides prayers of healing to anyone 
after Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month at each service.  Members are 
also available every Sunday after the services.  Look for a member near the baptismal 
font if you would like a prayer of healing after any service. 
 

YOUR PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING  Prayerfully consider making an 
endowment gift to St. Stephen’s as part of your estate plan. 
 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  Thank you to all who have donated.  
There are parishioners as well as other members in our community who benefit greatly 
from this valued fund.  If you wish to contribute, please use the basket on the back table. 
 

 

   Spring assembly  

     At Trenton Cathedral 

         Saturday, May 20 from             

         9 am– 3 pm 

                                       Any of the  daughters that need a ride, please call Karen 

                                    @ 732-597-6396 

 

 

    

Powerful Prayers For The Soul 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church-Whiting, NJ is pleased to offer “Powerful Prayers For 

The Soul” every week on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 10 am-12:30 pm. 

Every Thursday morning at 10 am is our weekly Healing Service. All in our surrounding 

communities are welcome to join us for prayers of healing, and we would be honored 

and delighted to provide you with uplifting and inspirational prayers for whatever 

needs you might have! For further information please call St. Stephen’s Parish Office 

@ 732-350-2121. 

Second Reading                   First Letter of Peter 2:2-10 

Like newborn babes, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salva-

tion; for you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. Come to him, to that living stone, re-

jected by men but in God's sight chosen and precious; and like living stones be yourselves 

built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 

to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: "Behold, I am laying in Zion a 

stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and he who believes in him will not be put to 

shame." To you therefore who believe, he is precious, but for those who do not believe, 

"The very stone which the builders rejected has become the head of the corner," and "A 

stone that will make men stumble, a rock that will make them fall"; for they stumble be-

cause they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, that you may declare the wonderful 

deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were no 

people but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy but now you have 

received mercy. 

 Holy Gospel                      John 14:1-14 

"Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house 

are many rooms; if it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 

you? And when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 

myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the way where I am going." 

Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the 

way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the 

Father, but by me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father also; hence-

forth you know him and have seen him." Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, 

and we shall be satisfied." Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you 

do not know me, Philip? He who has seen me has seen the Father; how can you say, 

'Show us the Father'? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father in me? 

The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority; but the Father who 

dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father in me; or 

else believe me for the sake of the works themselves. "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who 

believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, 

because I go to the Father. Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it, that the Father may 

be glorified in the Son; if you ask anything in my name, I will do it. 



 
 
 
 
 
         

We begin today the fifth of the seven weeks of the Christian year set apart to celebrate 

the dying and rising of Jesus. The Gospel reading today is a discussion between Jesus 

and his disciples, particularly Thomas and Philip, about the results of his dying and 

rising. He is revealed to be the Way into eternal life, and in knowing Jesus we know 

and are known by the Father. 

 

Today’s reading from Acts describes the martyrdom of Stephen, the first Christian to 

suffer death for the name of Christ. This is itself a particularly strong witness to the 

resurrection of Jesus; as Stephen joins his Lord in dying he sees Jesus raised from the 

dead and leading him into God’s eternal Kingdom. 

 

In the second reading today Peter applies to us the words of God to the people of Israel 

during their Exodus. By virtue of our baptism into Jesus’ dying and rising, we are set 

apart as “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people,” with the 

vocation of making God’s wonderful deeds known to all people. 

 

In the Eucharistic celebration, we are revealed as the royal priesthood. In most 

religions, the priesthood is a small group of people who stand between God and the rest 

of the people. Christians, however, all stand before God on behalf of the entire human 

race; on behalf, indeed, of the whole creation. That priesthood is enacted most clearly 

as we stand before God in intercession and in thanksgiving in the Eucharistic liturgy. 

 

 
 
From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Y ear. 
Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 
 

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Announcements             May 14, 2017 
Prayer to send out LEMs with the Sacrament:  
 
Celebrant: N. we send you out to share Communion this week with 
those who have been entrusted to your care. 
People: May you car ry the prayers of all of us as you take this  
Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 
Celebrant: Continues with a closing prayer. 

 
 
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNION SERVICES 
 
The Pines   1st Sunday of each month    at  9:30 am 
AristaCare   1st Monday of each month   at  2:00 pm 
The Arbors   2nd Monday of each month  at  2:00 pm 
The Pines   3rd Monday of each month   at  2:00 pm 
Crestwood Manor  4th Monday of each month   at  2:00 pm 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God  

Sans Memorial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God  

By a parishioner 

 


